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Since  the  issuance  of  this  history,  records  found  in 1 2 3 * * *  7  ill  3ook  A,  page  £, 
Mills  of  Claiborne  County,  Mississippi  Territory,  indicate  positively  the 
identity  of  Ann  J.  ^ingleton  and  the  fact  that  she  was  the  wife  of  Richard 
Singleton,  a  resident  of  Claremont  County,  ^outh  Carolina,  who  later  went 
to  Claiborne  County,  It  has  been  known  by  tradition  that  Ann  J,  Singleton 
was  the  last  vrife  of  our  ancestor  who  went  to  Claiborne  County,  but  up  until 
now  her  identity  and  her  name  before  marriage  were  not  knovm.  Family  members 
of  earlier  generations  knew  that  she  was  the  step-mother  of  Dr,  Joseph  J, 
Singleton  and  his  sister,  Elizabeth  Singleton  llangum. 

The  records  referred  to  above  are  (1)  the  will  of  George  Evans,  Claiborne 
County,  made  on  March  18,  1802,  (2)  the  legal  actions  which  followed  his 
death  as  shown  through  the  Orphans  Court  Records  of  Claiborne  County,  The 
identifications  are  shovm  through  the  following  circumstances, 

George  Evans  died  in  December,  1803,  and  his  will  was  among  the  very  first 
ones  recorded  after  Claiborne  County's  separation  from  Jefferson  County  in 
January  of  l0O2.  The  will  was  offered  for  probate  at  the  January,  l80l|  term 
of  court,  but  was  rejected  then,  as  it  was  contested  by  Richard  Singleton, 
in  his  wife's  right  (which  is  the  only  way  in  which  he  could  have  had  a  con¬ 
testable  interest  in  the  will  of  George  Evans)  and  Rebecca  Franklin,  a  widow 
then,  and  the  sister  of  Ann  J,  Singleton,  The  will  named  as  heirs:  wife, 
lartha;  sons,  Thomas  and  Ezekiel;  daughters,  Jemima,  Rebecca,  and  Ann  Jean. 

The  issue  upon  which  the  will  was  contested  was  whether  it  was  truly"  the  last 
will  and  testament  of  George  Evans,  The  bulk  of  the  estate  was  willed  to 
Thomas  and  Ezekiel  Evans,  who  were  also  named  as  executors,  and  the  three 
daughters  were  to  receive  ten  shillings  each.  Phis  last  named  bequest  seems 
to  imply  that  the  daughters  were  all  married  and  previously  provided  for. 

The  contesting  of  the  will  resulted  in  a  cross-suit  by  Thomas  and  Ezekiel 
Evans  against  Richard  Singleton  and  their  sister,  Rebecca  Franklin. 

The  case  came  before  the  court  several  times,  The  records  show  that  court 
met  at  the  homes  of  four  different  residents  during  the  time  the  case  was 
being  heard,  as  Claiborne  County  had  not  by  then  built  a  court  house.  The 
testimony  and  proceedings  are  spread  over  pages  12,  13,  l£,  17,  21,  22,  2£, 
and  30  of  the  Minutes  of  the  C0urt.  Finally,  at  the  November,  180^  term  of 
court,  the  will  was  held  to  be  valid  and  was  ordered  to  be  recorded  and 
executed.  Page  l£  of  the  Minutes  reveals  that  a  "dedimus"  was  to  issue 
in  order  to  record  the  depositions  of  William  Murrell,  William  Abbott,  William 
Parker,  Henry  Vaughan,  Obadiah  Spears,  and  Davis  Morton  as  to  what  knowledge 
they  had  of  some  phase  of  the  matter,  or  regarding  the  litigants.  The 
"dedimus"  was  directed  to  Richard  Moore,  William  May grant  (Mayrant),  John 
Horan,  and  Erilliam  Rees,  "or  aiy  two  of  them  of  Claremont  County  in  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  to  be  read  as  evidence  in  the  case."  If  such  a  document 
was  ever  obtained  and  read  as  evidence  in  court,  the  records  do  not  show  it. 
However,  the  important  points  to  be  learned  from  these  records  are  as  follow: 

(1)  Ann  J.  Evans,  later  Ann  J.  Singleton,  was  the  daughter  of  George  arid 
Martha  ^vans  of  Bruinsburg,  Claiborne  County,  Mississippi, 

(2)  Richard  Singleton  vras  the  husband  of  the  former  Ann  Jean  Evans, 

(3)  The  issuance  of  the  "dedimus"  in  the  case  links  Richard  Singleton, 

then  of  Claiborne  County,  Mississippi,  with  the  county  of  Claremont 

in  South  Carolina,  where  in  his  will,  Robert  Singleton  (who  died 

about  1800)  mentioned  "my  sun  Richard"  and  "my  sun  Richard's  two 

children,  Joseph  and  Elizabeth." 


:  :Gir- ;;  :oo  ( '  a  a  \cr  ski kt  r 


SI- XI  8Sgi i* 

t  ^  tfooC  Ul-f  nx  Y  no’:  efncoooi  oirfi  1o  oocij  c/saJt  srfX  00  ft  id 

t  /i->  reoq  9.  '  i  .  >•  ttv;©!  jfcqq.--  •  fyXrB  ..  omodiialO  o  elli’ 

bo  ,!i's  •;  to  jliv  ©bX  2  - ■ r  o  u:  Xar  *  X  Xorl  odX  bns  noXoJtoni^  .1  nrrA  lo  \XiXnobi 
ioIbI  or*  c^c'iBo  ciiJo*  ^xnuqO  4nor.i9't£l0  lo  Xndbiso'i  jc  tnoX9l3nl3 
.  ,-jj  .  :  .  n  t'£  fX  •:*  «•.£•,  3!  4r  >cf  r  :rf  XI  .v  a  ■  *xo  i  ->  ■■" 

ij.-j  c..;  o  id  t\;XiU'oO  ©mod  i  -  ‘  >  cX  Xns>v  orf  *  xoXEoons  tu o  lo  ©lx1"  XcbI  s.1X  esv; 

i'o  rl  dc  -  yi"1.'  (  t  . 1  dT  m  *  v  bit&  y  xX  idfai  tk-;  1  ■  >•• 

v  >f  „■  •  ..ci-  j  ,.  ’•  :  -  da  ; rr'  ;  wXs*'  no  /j :  Id  •*••  ;o 

.  if,  ][  roXo^nlS  dXodBSi f.'I  tn=,  3x8  r.tfi  bflB  uoXoI  jnx 

siiooisIO  tauav2  03*1090  lo  XJL.iv/  $riX  (I)  sis  evorf*  oX  bQTi-  si  sbioosi  0dT 
d  bovollol  rt^iriw  puoj  job  o:JX  (S'  +81  fioiA.l  no  sb&Q  t\trriK 

. . ID  o  ':?©c  Xtx  D  unr-k;  >n*t  (invo  jM  rr'orte  ps  ri  jj.  ?b 

,3?  '.vr-tafli.'  ■  ft o  re  rollol  0«1X  il^wo  d*t  nv/ofte  sis  snoiX aolliXmfci 


■ 

-■;  „  :  r  nol  Xr,*UQQOII  .  B^XfltfoO  ©niOC't&IO  IS*1  If:  D0C7.C0C-1 

JO  .  {,*  •.  ., .  VO  :  ■-  ■  •■  VC  -■  >  r  'J  '  ho,  £ yfad  t.T  ..,'03 

.  1  I  0  ...  .'-»!  •  '•  - 

L££  -  ■  •  -  •  ' 

1>  >’  [r  or-  * :■■■{■  iV  7  3-'  i.o  X/iSDS'/  'X  .  II/v? 

j;  bns  GSliOnT  -'f  X.CI/8-EB010  boXIr  lii1  nrfi  lo  ^nxXesinco  <W:‘: 

;  ;  •  >'  -IT  Mi-  X^oit  3  :  d  eio'i  ■'  ■■  -  ' 

:.  >  -  e  ixj  jrlX  znt'vjb  eXi idbiBOi  Xxtsisll  fcb  'Wo 
.0.  f/0tl  XIX'OO  b  XU  ;d  nidi  '  cf  Xon  bfri  ^Xnt/oO  smocfi-oIO  r  n  tbir.‘ri  ’jnlsd 
....  S  ■  i.  fV.:  .c,  i  fS.  ■-  i  *o  .  !iq2  r ;  nibs-r.  7.3  ^  .oxxXbsX 

:*>  \  •,dr.3V0i  j.;;  0  -x>I  ,*1  r/o-’  ^  ■  '  o  8  X  ni  '  *  t  to  Of.  bn« 

bnB  bx  ■  '*1  -it  oX  o’xeb  •.  s,-  y  Jbn£  bilsv  ©d  c  X 

ojjf'ci  oX  esr/  ‘tfrnibsf 

.  :-I\.on>i  •i  oX  *•  '  fico  ioi  ri  v  .-u  bar:  tf'lC90[2  risxbfidO  .  /  Y'ii-  ,  r;  :! 

*s  iTt  iXXii  arid  70  ^lejXsni  oiii  lo  sgs/q  ^isoa  lo  bsd  X&+ 

oil  (.  -d.  *1  S'  *•,-.  .  id  u  t  100.  '/'crioif.:  Od  box  o-vb  :ir.  ur-  :ubs/ 

■)  .'  OjV  ii ..  .-••  .  *75  BJ.  d.-..  •  :  O  ,  l  "  '  yi.'t-C>2  ?/• 

7  ;xr  ?rf.  a  vr  no  J  1  ;iu<'  «r>  nnA  isXxI  tsn  .,r-  %  >  ru:A  (I) 

^XnxfoO  omodicIO  ^Tudgninil  lo  bxlgv  srfXTjsIi 

r  ?\  i  j/  >  brr  K  Jil  of  1  •  :  X .  l.  ni  .01  t.r!oi2  .') 


,:•  )C.:i>-nt2  iv  •lox'J  e:Li.;ii  0300  oriX  ni  •  bsb*‘  >nX  lo  oonwaci  o  -T 
ir  •  ill  ‘  ■  y.XiViOO  dX  riXiv/  tqqxeaj qei<  tyXry;oO  aniodiB.-  :o  nod: 
-jj  i  oif  )  no  'olinid  Xisdc^  f.CIi  v  niri  nx  o-rMf'r  ,jBntIo’  b  dXt/o^  rz 

“•dXodsiJil  t  lam  iftiocot  .noiblida 


(0 


2 


(h)  The  dedimus  mentions  persons  who  were  neighbors  (and  most  of  them 

probably  were  relatives)  of  the  Singleton  family  in  Claremont  County. 

It  has  been  shown  earlier  that  members  had  married  persons  by  name 
of  Vaughan,  Rees;  and  Col.  Matthew  Singleton’s  family  had  intermarried 
with  the  Moore  family.  John  Horan  was  a  court  official  of  Claremont 
(later  Sumter  County).  William  Murrell  was  a  storekeeper,  a  nd  at 
one  time  the  business  partner  of  General  Thomas  Sumter,  "The  Gamecock'1 

The  findings  given  above  are  the  research  made  by  Mr.  W,  R,  Fisher,  Utica, 
Mississippi,  who  also  found  the  following  items  in  old  issues  of  THE  PORT  GIBSON 
CORRESPONDENT: 

Jan.  25>,  1822  issue  "Died  -  George  E.  Singleton,  Wednesday,  Jan.  23, 

1822,  age  22,  at  the  home  of  his  mother  in  this 
county." 

Aug.  9,  1822  issue  "William  Ellis  vs  Richard  Singleton"  states  •  •  •  • 

"It  appearing  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  Court 
that  the  above  defendant  is  not  a  resident  of  this 
State" ...... 

Mr.  Fisher  advised  that  at  the  date  shown,  Richard, one  of  the  sons  of  Richard 
and  Ann  J.  Singleton,  was  a  resident  of  St.  Joseph,  Louisiana  (just  across  the 
Mississippi  River)  and  evidently  died  there. 

While  the  exact  ages  and  the  sequence  of  their  births  of  the  three  sons  of 
Richard  and  Ann  J*  Singleton  are  not  known,  it  would  seem  from  the  above  death 
notice  of  George  E. Singleton  (age  22  in  1822),  and  the  lawsuit  against  Richard 
(presuming  legal  age)  that  these  two  were  born  prior  to  1800,  By  182^  and 
1026,  entries  began  in  the  Deeds  of  Claiborne  County,  which  would  indicate  that 
John  G.  Singleton  was  of  age  at  that  tine,  for  he  was  buying  and  selling  prop¬ 
erty,  and  are  the  first  entries  of  his  so  doing. 

The  above  facts  and  circumstances  would  seem  to  lead  to  the  conclusion  that 
either  (a)  Richard  and  Ann  J.  Singleton  were  married  in  possibly  South  Carolina, 
prior  to  1800  and  before  going  to  the  Mississippi  Territory,  or  (b)  Richard 
had  made  earlier  trips  to  the  Territory  and  had  married  there  before  1798,  when 
Richard  was  in  South  Carolina  (perhaps  temporarily).  It  is  more  than  likely 
that  Richard  was  already  married  at  the  time  of  the  making  of  the  will  of  his 
father,  Robert. 

The  names  of  the  three  sons  are  interesting,  for  one  is  evidently  named  for 
his  father,  Richard,  one  for  her  father,  George  Evans,  and  the  third  one  for 
friends  or  relatives  in  South  Carolina,  John  Gaulden  (or  John  Gaulden  Richardson^ 

The  grave  of  Ann  J.  Singleton  was  found  several  months  ago  by  Mr.  S.  C,  Daniell, 
Port  Gibson,  It  was  located  in  the  cemetery  at  the  ghost-town  of  Grand  Gulf, 
in  the  Hartley  family  lot.  Although  the  area  immediately  adjacent  to  Ann’s 
grave  was  searched  for  evidence  of  the  graves  of  her  three  sons,  no  other 
markers  were  found.  It  is  possible  that  the  legatees  of  her  rail  never  moved 
the  remains  of  the  sons,  (as  requested  in  her  will)  or  that  if  they  did,  it  was 
felt  that  the  erection  of  "a  suitable  tombstone"  to  Ann  met  the  letter  of  the 
request.  The  slab-stone  of  Ann’s  grave,  when  found,  was  broken  in  half  and 
almost  completely  buried  underground.  A  fence  had  been  built  across  her  grave 
and  no  doubt  in  this  way  the  slab  became  broken.  The  inscription  on  the  stone 
recorded  the  fact  that  she  was  born  in  1?68  and  died  September  10,  18U£. 
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3. 


Page  2 5,  3rd  paragraph 

^correction)  I.iary  Ann  Terrell  Singleton  died  in  Atlanta,  Georgia  on  Dec.  tq 
lo71.  - '  * 

Pago  32  (further  information) 

E.  Joseph  Lipscomb  Singleton*  He  is  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 

Canadian  Allis-Chalmers ;  Vice-president  of  the  National  Electrical  Manufac¬ 
turers!  Assn.;  has  been  on  the  Beard  of  Directors  of  Allis-Chalmers  (U*  S.) 
since  1951;  is  a  member  of  Sigma  Nu  fraternity;  and  he  is  currently  listed 
in  1312  IB  America.  He  and  his  family  are  Episcopalians.  Lipscomb's 

YYfe'  Louise>  17h°m  he  married  on  October  21,  1931  at  Denver,  Colorado,  is 
the  daughter  of  Fred  B.  and  Jennio  Thoribs  Abernathey  of  Centerville,  Iowa 
and  Pueblo,  Colorado,  prior  to  the  time  of  their  moving  to  Denver.  Louise 
attended  V'olcott  School  for  Girls,  Denver,  and  then  the  University  of  Colora- 

do,  where  she  earned  her  B.  A.  degree  in  1930.  She  is  a  member  of  Alpha 
Phi  Sorority. 

1.  Jennie  Louise  Singleton,  born  July  h,  1932,  Denver,  Colorado#  After 
attending  Colorado  College,  Colorado  Springs  for  tiro  years,  she  then 
transferred  to  Northwestern  University,  where  she  received  her  B,  A. 
degiee.  Hie  is  a  member  of  Kappa  Kappa  Gamma  Sorority. 

F.  Abraham  G.  singleton,  (additional  information)  Frances  Crawford 

Singleton,  his  wife,  died  September  1,  1957  at  Leaksville,  N.  C.,  and 
was  buried  in  Clinton,  S.  C. 

Page  35.  F..1. James  Thomas  Singleton,  Jr.  (further  information).  He  attended 
the  University  of  Florida  for  four  years,  majoring  in  business  adminis¬ 
tration.  He  served  for  three  years  in  the  Air  Force,  two  and  a  half  of 
which  were  spent  in  Korean  military  action.  After  one  semester  at  the 
^  niversity  of  Florida  after  his  return  from  the  service,  he  married 
Mildred  Love  on  October  6,  1955  at  Ft.  Meade,  Florida.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Hr.  and  lirs.  H •  i»<*  Love  of  Erie,  Pa.  and  Sarasota,  Florida. 

I.  James  ^hornas  Singleton  III  was  born  September  25,  1956  at 
Sarasota. 

J.  T.  Singieton,  Jr.  or  "Tommy*;,  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the 
bil  distributing  business  at  Sarasota,  where  he,  Mildred  and  J.  T.  S. 
Ill,  now  make  their  home. 

Page  h2.  B.,  2.  Sarah  Adams  Cook  Go in  died  at  her  home  at  Walstonburg,  N.  C. 

late  in  August,  1957,  and  was  buried  there. 


Page  h 5,  E.  li. 

(d)  Erik 


ually  Moses  Cook  Andersen (further  information).  Another  son, 
Loivken  Andersen,  was  born  February  17,  1958  at  E’ilmington,  Del. 


Page  1*6.  IM  b.  Francina  Margaret  Kennedy,  (further  information). 

^rgaret  was  married  at  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Opelika  Alabama, 
on  march  16, ,  1957  to  Dr.  John  Horton  Smith,  son  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
x  Air  ray  Smith,  of  Tuslceegee,  Ala.  John  Horton  Smith  finished  his 
internship  at  Carr  away  Methodist  Hospital,  Birmingham,  Ala.  shortly 
after  their  marriage,  and  he  and  Margaret  have  settled  in  Tuskeegee, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  medicine. 


Page  U5-U6 .  H.  a.  Nancy  Abbot  Cook  was  married  at  Clinton,  S.  C.  on  June  7, 
1953  to  Charles  Jefferson  Hollingsworth  of  Macon,  Georgia.  The 
wedding  took  place  at  the  First  rresbyterian  Church  of  Clinton. 
Charles  is  a  ministerial  student  at  the  present  time.  Nancy  was 

graduated  from  Mesleyan  College,  Macon,  a  few  days  prior  to  her 
Marriage. 

Chapel  Hill,  M.  C. 

June,  1958 


C.  S.  p. 
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FOREWORD 


In  the  latter  part  of  1 9$kj  a  short  vrork  entitled,  And  Some  of  Their  Georgia  Kin, 
was  sent  to  some  family  members  as  a  supplement  to  The  Singletons  of  South  Carolina, 
the  latter  of  which  was  compiled  many  years  ago  by  l,Irs.  Virginia  Eliza  Green  Single- 
ton.These  two  companion  family  sketches  were  sent  out  together  because,  at  the  time 
the  Georgia  Kin  supplement  was  undertaken,  it  was  with  the  belief'  that  our  Singletons 
were  direct  descendants  of  Colonel  Matthew  Singleton  of  "Melrose",  his  plantation 
near  Stateburg,  Sumter  County,  S.  C.  It  was  thought (by  those  who  had  given  the  matter 
any  thought)  that  we  were  descended  from  this  branch  of  the  Singleton  family  through 
Robert  Singleton,  born  1763,  who  was  the  son  of  Colonel  Matthew  Singleton.  Col. 
Matthew  Singleton  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and  a  member  of  the  Assembly. 

It  might  be  well  to  mention  here  that  Mrs.  Singleton's  The  Singletons  of  South 
Carolina  is  not  the  complete  history  of  all  South  Carolina  Singletons,  but  is  a 
record  of  one  of  them.  Colonel  Matthew  Singleton  and  his  descendants.  Your  compiler 
of  this  family  record  is  also  restricting  it  to  descendants  of  one  particular  line. 

Just  as  the  "first  edition"  was  ready  to  go  put,  it  was  discovered  by  me  that  there 
was  quite  a  good  measure  of  doubt  about  the  family  relationships  as  previously  as¬ 
sumed.  However,  the  first  few  pages  were  altered  slightly  and  they  went  out  with 
this  fact  made  known,  and  with  the  promise  that  when  more  complete  information  was 
obtained  the  compiler  would  communicate  the  information  to  the  family.  At  that 
time  it  was  determined  that  every  effort  would  be  made  to  ascertain  everything  about 
Robert,  son  of  Colonel  Matthew  Singleton  that  could  possibly  be  found  out.  Here 
presented  then,  is  the  result  of  that  search,  which  resulted  in  the  compiler's  belief 
that  at  long  last,  we  have  discovered  our  ancestor,  and  that  his  name  was  Richard, 
rather  than  Robert.  Robert  Singleton,  son  of  Col.  Matthew  Singleton  has  long  been 
regarded  as  our  ancestor,  and  has  been  recorded  as  such  in  various  places.  After 
the  reading  of  this,  it  is  believed  that  most  will  see  how  easy  it  was  to  have  come 
to  such  a  conclusion.  The  data  herein  set  down  comprises  the  documents  and  facts, 
as  well  as  the  legends,  which  have  led  the  compiler  to  the  belief  that  Dr.  Joseph 
James  Singleton's  father  was  a  Richard  Singleton.  This  Richard  Singleton's  father 
was  a  Robert  Singleton,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  this  Robert  and  Col.  Matthew 
Singleton  were  closely  related.  Our  own  forbear,  Robert  Singleton,  had  sons  by  the 
names  of  Joseph,  John,  Richard  and  Matthew.  It  is  no  wonder  that  some  of  the  Johns, 
Roberts,  Richards  and  Josephs  by  surname  of  Singleton,  were  hard  to  separate  and 
identify.  From  present  data,  it  seems  that  Robert  was  the  grandfather — Richard  the 
father  of  our  forbear,  Dr.  Joseph  J.  Singleton. 

In  the  beginning,  this  project  was  undertaken  with  the  idea  in  mind  of  covering  only 
the  descendants  of  Dr.  Joseph  J.  Singleton  through  his  son.  Rev.  Joseph  J.  Singleton. 
As  the  search  for  more  about  Robert  progressed,  certain  facts  on  older  generations 
came  to  light,  and  it  was  therefore  decided  to  give  to  us  all  as  much  as  possible 
about  all  of  the  family.  For  the  above  stated  reason,  it  is  hoped  that  all  of  the 
family  will  understand  that  more  material  had  been  gathered  on  those  persons,  in 
Section  II  than  on  other  relatives  in  other  sections.  However,  a  real  attempt  was 
made  to  gather  similar  information  on  all  of  the  family  members.  In  trying  to  elicit 
data  from  relatives,  it  soon  became  apparent  that  some  branches  and  sketches  would 
not  be  as  full  and  complete  as  others.  This  is  regretted  of  course,  but  was  more 
from  necessity  than  from  desire  to  have  it  thus.  Other  editions  are  not  planned,  as 
it  is  felt  that  the  old  records  in  Virginia,  in  South  Carolina  and  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory  have  yielded  about  all  that  we  may  expect  to  obtain  in  the  foreseeable 
future.  In  addition  to  collecting  data — one  of  the  chief  goals  has  been  to  get  it 
down  in  one  place,  and  available  to  all. 

Without  the  help  of  many,  many  persons  this  little  report  would  have  been  impossible. 
It  is  hoped  that  those  who  so  graciously  Glared  their  knowledge  of  the  family  with 
me  for  this  effort  will  feci  a  measure  of  satisfaction  and  pleasure  in  the  fact  that 
they  have  greatly  assisted  in  this  venture.  Some  interested  relatives  have  helped 
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to  provide  funds  for  some  of  the  research  which  the  compiler  was  unable  to  do  person¬ 
ally.  For  this  aspect  we  are  indebted  to  James  Thomas  Singleton,  Sarasota,  Florida; 
Edmund  Francis  Cook,  1:'est  Point,  Georgia;  Martha  Branham,  Oxford,  Georgia  and  Kelene 
Singleton  Bryson,  Asheville,  North  Carolina.  The  greatest  contribution  of  time,  ef¬ 
fort  and  interest,  however,  has  been  that  of  miss  Jean  Stephenson,  Washington,  D.  C, 
much  of  the  factual  information  contained  herein  has  come  to  me  through  her  research 
on  Singletons  all  over  the  United  States,  and  who,  as  a  descendant  of  our  ancestor  in 
common,  Robert  Singleton,  is  particularly  interested  in  our  line.  She  is  a  genealogist 
of  note,  and  her  findings  have  the  weight  of  authenticity,  for  her  findings  are  based 
chiefly  on  documentary  sources  such  as  mils,  deeds,  land  conveyances  etc.  She  has 
spent  much  time  in  courthouses,  archives  and  historical  societies,  and  other  places 
where  are  gathered  the  records  of  people  and  events.  She  has  unearthed  many  old  rec¬ 
ords  that  few  of  us  would  ever  be  able  to  find.  She  has  been  most  generous  in  sharing 
her  findings  with  me,  on  a  reciprocal  basis.  It  is  feared  that  she  received  the  worst 
of  the  bargain,  but  she  has  not  complained.  She  says  that  those  of  my  own  generation, 
and  she,  are  fourth  cousins.  This,  I  firmly  believe. 

Also,  acknowledgement  should  be  here  given  to  my  two  aunts,  Itrs.  Ellison  A.  Cook  and 
I'iss  ilary  E.  Singleton,  who  lived  at  1  est  Point,  Georgia,  ^hey  delved  deeply  into 
matters  that  we  are  now  taking  up,  and  gathered  a  great  amount  of  material  on  the 
family.  They  inspried  in  me  an  interest  in  it,  and  if  I  had  easier  access  to  their 
findings  now,  there  probably  would  be  no  "skimpy"  sections  on  the  family  members;  for 
they  knew  intimately  many  of  the  persons  I  would  like  to  know  more  about;  and  knew  of 
a  great  many  more,  for  they  lived  from  time  to  time  where  this  was  possible.  It  is 
of  course,  regretted  that  my  findings  differ  somewhat  from  theirs.  This  has  made  it 
doubly  hard  to  set  my  findings  down  here;  but  in  the  final  analysis,  it  is  felt  that 
what  was  found  was  found,  and  if  an  error  in  conclusions  has  been  made,  some  of  us 
would  like  to  know  it,  and  to  know  how  this  later  conclusion  has  been  reached. 

It  is  my  earnest  hope  that  all  family  members  who  received  copies  of  the  earlier 
edition  will  destroy  it  and  replace  it  with  the  present  offering.  Perhaps  v/hat  is 
here  set  down  is  a  shade  more  authentic  than  the  little  glimmers  of  family  history 
which  many  of  us  have  gleaned  by  asking  a  few  stray  questions  from  time  to  time  of 
our  elders. 

Perhaps  it  would  be  well  to  remember,  when  we  look  upon  the  days  of  yore,  and  think 
with  pride  upon  our  heritage — early  American  stock  of  English  extraction — that  not 
all  the  history  of  any  family  is  entirely  glorious.  Therefore,  I  have  not  tried  to 
make  it  appear  in  these  pages  that  our  Singletons  were  all  angelic,  powerful,  brave, 
rich  or  "F.F.V.'s" •  Some  perhaps  did  come  within  some  of  these  categories;  there  could 
be  those  vrho  might  have  been  only  "a  rag,  a  bone,  and  a  hank  of  hair" — still,  they 
were  ours,  and  as  such,  we  cherish  them. 


Clara  Singleton  Patty 


Chapel  hill.  North  Carolina 

19^6 

MOTE:  Some  of  the  more  important  pieces  of  information  have  their 
sources  cited.  Other  information  is  compounded  from  family  legends,  and  some  state¬ 
ments  made  are  the  conclusions  dravrn  by  the  compiler  from  all  the  sources  used.  It 
is  not  intended  that  the  material  here  presented  be  published  or  quoted  as  an  "author¬ 
ity"  —  it  is  for  those  of  us  in  the  family  who  have  an  interest  in  learning  more  of 
our  immediate  forbears,  and  more  of  our  cousins  with  whom  many  of  nc  have  lost  touch. 
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English  Beginnings 


It  has  been  stated  by  one  researcher  on  our  family  name  that  the  Singleton  family  can 
be  traced  bad:  to  the  first  half  of  the  twelfth  century,  showing  where  a  charter  was 
granted  in  1155  to  Uchtred,  son  of  Huck,  of  eight  bovates  in  Broughton,  in  Amounderness, 
for  eight  shilling  per  year,  Cis  Uchtred  is  credited  with  being  the  progenitor  of  the 
Singletons.  The  source  holds  to  the  idea  that  the  Singletons  were  of  Scandinavian 
origin,  for  in  it  is  said  that  the  Singletons  of  Singleton  were  descended  from  Huck  of 
Singleton,  whose  sons  Uchtred  and  Siward  were  living  during  the  reign  of  Henry  II,  and 
apparently,  also  under  Richard  I.  It  would  seem  that  if  this  is  true,  the  family  was 
of  Norse  origin,  as  indicated  by  the  given  names  of  early  English  settlers  of  the 
name.  (From  a  letter  by  Bernard  Suttler,  Editor,  Atlanta,  Ga.  to  Mrs.  J.  L.  "alker, 
llaycross,  Ga.  dated  January  12,  1912.) 

Another  source  (compiler  unknown),  a  short  treatise  called  The  Singletons  and  Their 
Name  says  that  the  name  of  Singleton  is  said  to  have  been  derived  from  the  residence 
of  its  first  bearers,  at  a  place  of  that  name  in  England.  Ancient  records  show  the 
following  various  ways  of  spelling  the  name:  Syngletone,  Syngleton, 

Singletone,  Singletun,  Singelton,  Singlton  and  Singleton;  of  these  forms  the  latter  is 
the  most  commonly  accepted  way  of  spelling  in  America o  However,  in  America,  the  forms 
Singellton  and  Shingleton  are  also  conceded  to  be  this  same  family  name.  According 
to  this  same  source,  the  earliest  records  of  the  name  in  England  were  those  of  the 
Lancashire  family,  which  seems  to  have  had  several  branches  in  the  early  fifteenth 
century.  Also  alleged  herein  is  that  the  Irish  lines  of  the  family  were  probably 
founded  in  the  early  eighteenth  century.  There  is  a  fairly  extensive  bibliography 
given  for  the  sources  used  in  the  compilation  of  the  pamphlet  entitled  The  Singletons 
and  Their  Name;  but  because  we  do  not  know  from  which  of  the  many  English  branches 
of  the  family  we  are  descended,  or  whether  it  is  the  Irish  branches  from  which  we 
come,  it  is  felt  unnecessary  to  quote  these.  Neither  will  it  be  feasible  to  quote 
some  of  the  Singleton  lines  of  descent  therein,  for  we  do  not  know  that  we  are  in  the 
same  lines. 

From  various  sources  one  gets  the  impression  that  the  family  in  England  and  in  Ireland 
was  one  of  standing,  and  that  persons  of  the  name  have  been  instrumental  in  America 
in  the  founding  and  developing  this  nation  in  the  earlier  times. 

In  America 

The  name  of  Jo  Singleton,  aS°  18*  appears  on  the  list  of  passengers  on  the  ship  "John* 
and  Thomas"  which  landed  in  Virginia  in  June  of  the  year  1635.  (J.  C.  Hotten's 
Original  Lists  of  Persons  of  Quality  Eho  r~ent  from  Great  Britain  to  the  American 
Plantations).  It  is  not  known  whether  his  name  was  Joseph  or  John,  for  this  abbrevia¬ 
tion  sometimes  stood  for  one  of  the  names  and  also  the  other.  Neither  is  it  known  that 
this  young  man  is  an  ancestor  of  ours;  no  one  has  yet  been  able  to  furnish  us  with  a 

line  of  descent  for  our  known  forbears  to  a  very  early  stage  of  this  country.  It  is 

not  known  that  this  "Jo"  Singleton  rras  the  founder  of  the  large  number  of  families  in 
Virginia  who  were  there  in  numbers  in  quite  early  stages  of  Virginia's  settlement. 
However,  it  has  long  been  thought  that  our  South  Carolina  forbears  were  Virginians 
before  their  migration  to  South  Carolina.  The  burning  of  many  (courthouses  in  Virginia, 
and  also  in  South  Carolina,  has  hampered  greatly  efforts  to  go  further  back  into  the 
history  of  our  family.  There  were  families  of  this  name  who  settled  very  early  in  the 
Maryland  colony,  and  no  doubt  there  are  many  others  who  settled  at  an  ealy  date  in 
various  of  the  American  colonies*  judging  from  early  records  of  the  name  here  and  there 

throughout  the  colonies,  and  that  quite  a  number  of  persons  of  this  name  took  part  in 

the  American  Revolution — in  fact,  so  many,  that  sometimes  it  is  difficult  to  know  one 
John  from  another  John,  one  Robert  from  another,  and  one  Richard  from  others.  From  the 
course  of  some  of  their  migrations,  it  would  appear  logical  that  Norse  origin  accounts 
for  their  propensity  to  scatter  out  and  seek’  new  territory  on  which  to  settle. 

Correction:  "Thomao  and  John" 


s nnJtnni^e^ '  -  ziti  >3 


nrn  ••  Ktfofr.a  ■-  otf-*  J  ■  f  if  -  \XifiuV:  10  no  x.-doiasan  ono  v'  fa  x  >  ilt 

ro  o  «  ■  ■:■ '!  lo  v<-  a  ^  --  -  -  c  v'-  ox  *  ^ 

•-•■  »  Oo  •  '  r  3*  riw  ;  •:<  -r  fao.  ‘  3  JD  <-  fa  •-•/d'v-'  to1 

i /  :5.JX"  .'••  *  1  v j  .  oto’.v  btcrj  Z  bits  '’•si'do'.'  2  toe  3=  >••  I-V-xo 

ex  :i  *1/  J.-;U  r..©33  bltfc-v  il  - 1  fair.: f  ■  ■  -  -  nci  •  f  oe.fi-.-  <* ,:  b  .9if.qqB 
f  1<  79l.vj  ,  rteii^.ri  mXij-  •  io  eoasa  r  >vi<  ©rtf  ^  fcoiaoibnl  ea.  ,ni  :.ino  - :<  Xo 
!,  ♦d  *  o  “  » iv; '  i.f:  no ■■ .’.  fa  -  -  ^  u:j-cr./J  Lianio  \  a  moi^)  ♦ 

(.SJSI  ,SI  \'i  x/ncX»  faoiab  .r"  ^wtox** 

•  ii,:  !..::»-*•  .  0  0  •  f.  "  *  v.  : 3  I- 'or  ».  j,  «(p  :onHn;.r  n  iixqiJK  ))  oooiior  i  ‘dionA 

ov£  o :  hx.f*a  el  io-b  JEgfsxb  ,o  offlxr  ;vU  ' 

XtUitt  old  ■  on  :  ..5  ‘  t  <tefL4  ?..  .V{91'-  t  U's  'X^  .pjJneo 

“  ')£lil  3UUB8 


-  o  J  Jfi  i  -  *;* 3'j ->■  x  .....  .  ;  ino  :o  -  >c  --oxt^v  ir.ovl 
r  noibsn  axftf  gn  y  ■  .ve  >  -x  s  ;  :  xbnuol 


rniio  \\  nl 


?  ,L)  *$>  o  .;  oJ>?  '  '  0  -  r 

T*  n&  g;' ■  ©j  fixaix'iC  .t&CTf  i  3~’l  ’.■cu'i  qj  \  ■  -j .  :.L-i  Lii;.  biL 

_  .  .  -  -  MM  •  tm‘  rnmmmiumm  turn  mm  «•  .  _  ’r 


-f'f.M’i  >I(.  r  -:  ,  •*.  :v:o  )T  ;sx  1  '^s  ‘  Mf  *  t  .X  rr-^  .•  f1'  )V,  ei  - 

„  ,Tin  '00  ax.  ':o  ©a* «  v.f'j  -»  \"T3v  i  o  ti  .oc 'Ul  nwerxi  t:  j  n>.  1  in^.  asb  to  .'  ixl 

-)TiXsI  fii  j  rj.jt  'io  Oiit  tsrr  no»tj U.ni 

•  iTj:  :x  x'  ‘  o  *>-«  jI-:  •?  oi/yi  «  '  :  r  '  nt  -v  4  t  o~.  r  afri  x>xni  ; 

.  -  r  '■  ^  .-I.  1.  3  •  ;..  'C‘-  J  XKi  r,‘  2*ii  i ' 

£;u:n'.rd  3ff'.-  ji;X  <'•  •  f'OXJ  '..jj.j'  1/  ®icl£v,i 

o.  J  o  'xofUiul  03  oX  fi.i'?oTio  Y/iGe%%  bon^qiuBf!  8 ad  ^axIoiB-J  f«uoO  nx  ot  l&  hn& 

:s  v  c  t'.  ’  jwtxj  silt  to  cso.-.x  :('l  -•  i'-v*  ai&ii  -■  •  y.xx.'ux^  X'-o  JO  l-  '  ; 

>  *  v-  h:  r'&  'A  '  "T;;  to  \j*o:  otn  •norfi  diiofa  on  (-rf«  ct^oXoo  f  ;  ^tv.t 

■  .  ,  v  •  ir.  •  •  j  '.o  bloo  j  ;  ii  f  •  d'A  bu  ,  t’-  ixaoXoo  » 

■  (■£,-,  ;fi  ,t  !  0  Q; '(,  T  •(;  U  TLC--'  "Xlt  i'  •'  r  i  *3  f  .>  83  LflO '  O  ^ .  3  •'•-• 

f{  X  1  ■-.10  I'Xtfi  .  31011  '  l'  k  '-to  ; 

1.0  3<HC't  lo  o.  .  3 

liotxi^xt  vo ft  A'j  c  hne  iuo  o-  ’^x .’.nocjpm  xioiU  ^  i 


nai1o  :,  bn«  oxwno:lTM  :  uol^oenoo* 


In  South  Carolina 


2. 


Living  in  South  Carolina  both  prior  to  and  daring  the  American  Revolution  were  several 
families  of  the  name  of  Singleton.  There  was  a  very  early  group  in  Charleston,  and 
an  "up-country"  group.  It  is  pretty  generally  conceded  that  most  of  the  up-country 
families  were  related  to  each  other  in  ways  which  are  not  too  clear  now.  If  the 
Charleston  families  and  the  up-country  families  are  directly  related  closely,  this 
fact  has  not  yet  been  proven.  Our  own  branch  of  the  family  is  among  the  ones  who 
lived  in  the  "up-country". 

1  e  will  therefore,  for  factuality's  sake,  begin  our  story  of  our  own  branch,  with  the 
document  which  touches  upon  our  first  known  forbear.  This  document  is  the  will  of 
a  Robert  Singleton  of  Claremont  County,  $ .  ~C . ,  dated  November  8,  1798  and  proved 
August' 29,  1800.  This  is  on  file  in  the  Probate  Office  of  Sumter  County,  S.  C.  in 
Box  90,  pkg.  11.  Robert,  after  the  usual  preamble,  in  which  he  says,  among  other 
things  "though  weake  in  Bcdeyyet  of  Sound  and  perfect  understanding",  makes  bequests 
to  his  children,  naming  them,  and  a  bequest  to  two  grandchildren.  The  first  bequest 
was  to  his  son  John,  to  whom  he  left  the  slaves  Jim  and  Peter.  The  will  then  says, 

"I  secondly  give  and  bequeath  to  my  sun  Rich'd  Singleton’s  two  children  Joseph  and 
Elisabeth  tvo  negroes,  that  is  ITiney  and  Abram  to  them  and  their  hears  forever  to  be 
equally  divided  between  them." 

The  will  mentions  also  daughters  Elizabeth (Bradford)  and  Sarah  Vaughan,  sons  John, 
Matthew,  Richard  and  Joseph.  Robert  appointed  his  son  John  Singleton  and  his  son-in- 
law  Richard  Bradford  as  executors.  After  disposing  of  his  slaves,  he  then  leaves  the 
property  of  5>00  acres  on  which  he  lived  to  his  sons  John  and  Matthew,  and  the  residue 
of  his  estate  is  to  be  equally  divided  among  "my  four  children",  naming  them  as  John, 
Matthew,  Elisabeth  Bradford,  and  Sarah  Vaughan,  Then,  by  bequests  of  ten  shilling 
each  to  his  sons  Richard  and  Joseph,  he  evidently  disinherits  them,  (note  that  he 

did  not  consider  them  his  children  when  he  named  my  "four  children . .")  But,  his 

second  bequest  stated  was  to  Richard’s  children,  which  strongly  suggests  that  the 
children  might  have  been  members  of  his  household, or  that  he  was  especially  fond  of 
these  two;  Joseph  also  had  children  as  did  some  of  his  other  children,  and  none  were 
named  in  the  will  except  Joseph  and  Elizabeth. 

There  is  nothing  at  this  point  to  tell  us  where  Richard  and  his  two  children  were 
living  at  the  time  Robert  made  his  final  will  on  November  8,  1798.  rre  can  place 
Richard,  however,  by  the  record  of  another  old  document,  as  definitely  in  that  part 
of  South  Carolina,  a  few  months  earlier.  This  record  is  a  bill  of  complaint  to  a 
lav/suit  which  is  filed  among  the  Court  of  Equity  records  of  Sumter  County,  S.  C. 

Only  the  bill  of  complaint  initiated  by  Robert  Singleton  against  his  sons  Richard  and 
Joseph  nor/  remains — there  is  no  answer  ,  no  record  of  trial,  era  hearing,  and  no  record 
of  any  judgment  in  the  matter.  This  old  document  bears  the  date  of  August  13,  1798 
and  it  was  drawn  up  by  deposition  just  a  few  weeks  before  Robert's  will  was  made. 
Richard  and  Joseph  were  summoned  to  appear, (by  order  of  Oct.  17*  1798)  before  the 
Court  of  Equity  on  "December  6  next  l1  Lacking  other  documents  about  this  matter  we  do 
not  know  what  actually  transpired;  but  in  view  of  the  circumstances — lack  of  any  fur¬ 
ther  records — it  is  very  probable  that  the  matter  was  settled  out  of  court  before  the 
date  that  Joseph  and  Richard  were  to  appear  before  the  Court  of  Equity. 

In  the  deposition  which  comprised  Robert  Singleton's  complaint  against  these  two  of 
his  sons,  it  was  stated  that  in  March  of  that  year,  Richard  had  come  to  him  with  a 
request  that  ho  be  given  his  share  of  the  father's  estate  at  that  time,  for  he  was 
preparing  to  go  "to  some  part  of  the  River  Mississippi"  to  live.  So,  we  know  by 
this  that  Richard  was  in  South  Carolina  then,  with  the  avowed  intention  of  going  soon 
towards  the  Mississippi  River  to  live.  At  this  date,  our  great-grandfather  Joseph 
Janes  Singleton  would  have  been  anout  ten  years  of  age,  and  his  sister  Elizabeth  about 
eight. 
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According  to  available  records  Joseph  Singleton,  the  brother  of  diehard,  continued  to 
live  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  South  Carolina.  His  household  in  the  year  1800, 
according  to  the  census,  was  composed  of  two  males  over  U5  and  two  females  over 
and  four  children  (2  boys  and  2  girls)  all  under  16.  This  could  mean  that  Joseph 
and  Richard  were  in  the  same  household  at  that  time  (1800)  and  it  might  not  mean  this 
at  all*  According  to  family  legend,  our  ancestor  married  first  Martha  James,  and  it 
was  she  who  has  come  down  to  us  as  the  mother  of  Joseph  J.  Singleton  and  Elizabeth 
Singleton.  Martha  James  had  a  sister  Elizabeth  James,  and  it  was  Elizabeth  who  mar¬ 
ried  Joseph  Singleton,  Richard's  brother.  It  is  not  known  for  a  fact,  but  it  is  sur¬ 
mised  from  family  legend,  that  Joseph  J.  Singleton's  mother  was  dead  by  that  time, 
and  that  his  father  had  married  a  second  time  in  S*  C,;  therefore  it  may  be  that 
Joseph  Singleton's  household  in  1800  contained  the  two  brothers,  their  two  wives, 
and  Joseph's  children.  It  may  be  that  since  there  was  a  stepmother,  Joseph  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  were  members  of  their  grandfather's  household,  or  could  have  been  with  other 
relatives  of  Richard's  or  his  first  wife's  relatives.  There  they  actually  were,  and 
how  they  spent  these  early  years  is  not  known  now. 

The  only  other  published  record  known  to  this  compiler  which  contains  reference  to 
this  particular  Robert  Singleton  (other  than  his  signatures  on  various  documents 
which  are  shown  in  The  Singletons  of  South  Carolina)  is  contained  in  Ann  King  Gregorie 
History  of  Sumter  County,  South  “Carolina .  (Rub.  Sumter,  S.  C.  Library  Board,  1 95>U) 

It  is  stated  that  Robert  Singleton  and  Robert  Bradford  built  an  early  Methodist  chapel 
in  about  1?86  on  a  spot  where  now  is  located  the  beautiful  Swan  Lake  Garden  ,  in 
or  near  the  town  of  Sumter.  During  the  very  unpopular  period  of  the  English  church, 
and  its  later  exponent  the  Episcopal  Church,  the  Methodists  and  Baptists  were  convert¬ 
ing  many  persons  all  over  the  South  to  their  ranks;  and  while  no  doubt  the  Singletons 
of  that  area  were  nominally  Church  of  England  people  and  were  members  of  St.  uark's 
Parish,  the  lack  of  ministers  in  the  parish  churches,  and  the  distaste  of  anything 
savoring  of  England,  drove  many  into  other  denominations  as  those  denominations  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  scene.  Robert  Singleton's  name  appears  as  a  contributor  to  the  Chapel 
of  Ease  to  St.  Mark's,  along  with  other  Singletons,  Bradfords,  Gayles,  Brunsons  and 
many  other  early  settlers.  Also,  Robert  Singleton's  name  appears  with  the  signatures 
of  others  who  subscribed  to  the  "Revolutionary  Association  for  Public  Defense  of 
South  Carolina."  Some  of  the  names  just  given  will  appear  in  the  next  document  which 
we  will  consider. 

This  document,  happily,  is  not  a  legal  one.  It  is  an  old  scrap  book  diary,  written 
by  Mrs.  Martha  Falconer  Henry,  who  was  a  granddaughter  of  Joseph  Singleton,  the 
brother  of  our  Richard.  Mrs.  Henry  was  the  mother  of  Dr.  John  Hazzard  Henry  of 
Montgomery,  Alabama,  and  the  scrap  book  is  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  Henry's  daughter, 
Mrs.  E.W  .  Stay,  also  now  of  Montgomery.  Typed  copies  of  the  scrap  book  information 
have  been  in  possession  of  the  D.  A.  R.  for  some  years.  However,  since  an  actual 
record  bears  more  weight.  Miss  Jean  Stephenson  turned  over  to  the  compiler  the  task 
of  seeing  if  a  photostatic  copy  might  be  obtained.  Through  the  kindness  and  interest 
of  Mrs.  Stay  this  was  procured.  It  states  many  relationships  that  vrere  heretofore 
thought  to  be  so,  but  this  old  document  in  some  measure  authenticates  them.  The 
diary  tells  about  the  Falconer  family  chiefly,  and  their  family  connections.  But 
since  one  of  the  Falconers,  William,  married  Miss  Ann  Singleton,  we  will  excerpt  such 
portions  of  it  as  refer  to  the  Singletons.  These  portions  are  now  quoted: 

"William  Falconer . Ann,  his  first  wife  was  born  August  31,  1 7 8U  and  died 

in  I3l6,  was  not  a  strong  constitution.  She  possessed  a  cheerful  happy  disposition, 
her  buoyancy  of  spirit  resisted  disease  more  than  medicine,  died  quite  suddenly  but 
had  a  presentment  of  months  that  she  was  near  death.  She  was  buried  in  the  old  bury¬ 
ing  ground  of  her  ancestors  in  South  Carolina  near  Manchester.  It  is  called  the 
Singleton  Cemetery,  enclosed  with  a  high  brick  wall . 

Dr.  John  II,  Henry's  parents  were  married  near  Montgomery  at  residence  of  her 
mother  and  father  February  6,  1828.  The  grandfather,  being  a  native  of  Maryland, 
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removed  to  Sumpter  District,  S.  C.  in  180U  and  was  married  the  2kth  of  December, 18C£. 

His  grandmother  was  Ann  Singleton . Miss  Ann  Singleton’s  parents  were  Joseph  Single- 

ton  of  Virginia  and  her  mother  before  her  marriage  vras  Elizabeth  James  of  Statesburg, 
Sumpter  County,  South  Carolina,  Joseph  Singleton’s  parents  were  Robert  and  his  wife 
uarah  was  a  hiss  Gayle,  lie  left  Virginia  before  the  Revolution  with  two  or  three 
brothers  and  one  sister  and  settled  near  where  he  died  in  the  neighborhood  of  Manches¬ 
ter,  He  was  born  in  17li6  and  married  his  wife  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Rembert  a  widow  with 
two  children  in  1776.  He  was  very  br$vc  during  the  war  and  was  often  compelled  to  live 
in  the  swamp  to  avoid  being  taken  as  a  spy  by  the  British.  He  held  the  office  of 
quartermaster,  burned  his  house  and  destroying  everything  he  had  compelled  his  wife 
and  children  to  leave  with  the  clothing  they  had  on.  Made  her  once  get  on  a  horse  and 
go  to  the  army  with  her  husband.  He  had  two  brothers  who  were  distinguished  for  their 
bravery  Major  John  singleton  and  Col,  "Popeye  Dick"  Singleton,  as  he  was  called.  His 
brother  Richard  married  his  wife’s  sister,  Miss  James,  and  one  of  descendants  lives 
in  Florida.  His  sister  married  Mr.  Bradford.  Mrs.  Singleton’s  father  was  Sherwood 
James,  and  her  mother  was  Miss  Martha  Taliaferro  of  Virginia.  Mrs,  Singleton’s  sister 
was  Mrs.  Bracy.  Two  of  these  married  Reeses  and  one  Bronson  and  one  Singleton.  Her 
brother  Taliafero  James  moved  to  Alabama  late  in  life  and  died  there  leaving  three  sons 

and  three  daughters . Ann  Singleton  of  a  large  family  of  brothers  and  sisters  had 

only  two  that  grew  up  and  married,  Robert  married  Harriet  English  of  Orangeburg 
District  and  moved  to  Alabama,  Baldwin  County  in  1823,  had  quite  a  large  family  of 
children,  four  now  living.  Mr.  James  Singleton  of  Clark  county  died  in  1873,  left 
only  one  child  a  daughter .... .Mr •  Falconer  by  his  second  marriage  to  Miss  Milder, 
had  eight  children . ” 

Identifying  Some  of  the  Persons  Already  Named 

The  son  of  Robert  Singleton  named  Matthew  is  not  Capt. (later  Lt.  Colo)  Matthew  Single- 
ton  of  Melrose,  Statesburg,  S.  C.  It  is  very  probable  that  our  Robert  and  Col.  Matthew 
Singleton  were  brothers;  a  strong  evidence  of  this  is  their  family  names.  It  is  more 
than  probable  that  Col.  Matthew  Singleton  and  Matthew  who  was  the  son  of  our  Robert 
were  both  named  for  some  ancestor  in  common.  Also,  both  Colonel  Matthew  Singleton 
and  Robert  singleton  had  sons  named  John.  Col,  Matthew  Singleton  had  a  grandson  named 
Richard,  and  our  Robert  had  a  son  named  Richard.  This  pretty  well  confuses  the  picture, 
but  known  facts  about  some  of  these  clear  up  their  separate  identities.  John  Singleton, 
son  of  Colonel  natthev  Singleton  married  Rebecca  Richardson;  their  descendants  are 
recorded  in  l no  Singletons  of  South  Carolina .  John,  the  son  of  Robert  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  _  in  1789;  the  marriage  of  the  tv.ro  last  named  occured  several  years  later 

than  the  marriage  of  John  Singleton  to  Rebecca  Richardson,  daughter  of  General  Richard 
Richardson,  who  married  on  August  3,  17?U.  There  was  a  second  and  perhaps  other  mar¬ 
riages  between  the  Singletons  and  Richardsons..  Matthew  Singleton  Moore,  son  of  Nancy 
(or  Ann),  and^therefore  C01.  Matthew’s  grandson,  married  Sarah  Jane  Sedalia  Richardson, 
John,  son  of  ^ol.  Matthew  Singleton  died  in  December,  1820,  and  John,  son  of  our  Robert, 
died  June  1,  l82i*. 

The  following  chart  compiled  by  Miss  Jean  Stephenson  in  19%  shows  the  children  of 
our  Robert  ^irigieton  as  revealed  by  wills  and  deeds: 

Robert  Singleton,  died  ca.  1800 
Claremont  Co.  S.  C. 

(according  to  great  granddaughter's  diary 
he  married  Sarah  Gayle) 

Joseph  John  _ Richard  Elizabeth  Sarah  Matthew 

b.  1745  (I46I  d„ 6-1-1 82)4  nu  Richard  mT  d.  l8o5 

d*  1812  m.  Elizabeth  Bradford  _ Vaughan  m.  Jane 

m.  1776  _ .  1789*  who  died 

Elizabeth  b.  1773  •  in  182£ 

James  Rembert  de  18)49 

d.  1821 
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The  following  chart,  also  compiled  from  wills  and  deeds  chiefly,  shows  the  children 
and  some  of  the  grandchildren  of  Sherwood  James  Sr.,  who  took  up  land  in  S.  C.  in 
175>3.  This  chart  also  by  courtesy  of  I.iss  Jean  Stephenson,  and  compiled  1955* 


John  — 

d.  1778 

m.  Sarah  _ 

(widow  m.  second 
Reuben  Long.) 


llary  m. 

i 

..  John 
Ann  m. 


John  Bradford 


James  Howard 


—  Rebecca 


Sherwood  James  (sr.) 


—  Samuel 


(whose  wife  accord¬ 
ing  to  other  records 
was  Ann) 


—  Sarah 

Alice  m.  in  1802  Benj.  Gerald 


Sherwood  (jr.)-  • 


—  Taliaferro 

-  Sherwood 
_ ..  Martha 

Mary  m.  Milliam  Rees 

Sarah  m.  _ Rees 

Elizabeth  m.  1st  Andrew  Rembert 

m.  2nd  Joseph  Singleton 


Mary  b.  1735,  d.  17  Qk 

m.  c>  17^0  Matthew  Singleton 

who  died  in  1787 


-»  Mary  James,  wife  of  Colonel  Matthew  Singleton  wras  known  by  other  records  to  have 
been  the  daughter  of  Sherwood  and  Ann  James.  She  is  added  to  this  chart,  since 
the  foregoing  is  a  well  accepted  fact,  in  order  to  show  the  relationship  of  the 
Col.  Matthew  Singleton  family  to  the  Sherwood  James,  Jr,  family.  It  therefore 
appears  that  she  was  the  aunt  of  Martha  and  Elizabeth  James. 

By  consulting  the  two  charts  given,  and  the  will  of  Robert  Singleton  who  died  in 
Claremont  County (now  an  extinct  county)  about  the  year  10OO, it  can  be  seen  that  the 
persons  named  in  the  will  and  the  persons  named  in  diary  account  of  the  Falconer- 
Singleton  relationships  are  the  same  persons  and  same  family.  It  is  believed  that 
Martha  James, (sister  of  Elizabeth  James  who  married  first  Andrew  Rembert  and  then 
Joseph  Single  ton), is  the  mother  of  Dr.  Joseph  J.  Singleton  and  his  sister  Elizabeth. 
The  record  of  her  marriage  to  anyone  has  not  been  found,  but  it  is  known  that  she  is 
the  only  sister  whoso  marriage  to  someone  is  not  known.  It  is  possible  that  she  lived 
only  shortly  after  the  birth  of  her  daughter  Elizabeth,  and  therefore  did  not  live  to 
bo  mentioned  in  any  documents  now  preserved. 
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Members  of  our  own  immediate  family,  that  is,  the  descendants  of  Dr.  Joseph  James 
Singleton,  have  frequently  been  given  the  name  of  Martha,  and  the  older  generations 
of  these  persons  have  handed  down  the  story  that  they  were  named  in  honor  of  Dr. 

Joseph  James  Singleton’s  mother,  Martha  James. 

Are  TTe  Related  to  General  Francis  Marion,  the  "Swamp  Fox11?' 

Some  of  the  family  have  handed  down  a  tradition  that  our  family  was  related  to  General 
Francis  Marion,  one  of  South  Carolina’s  greatest  heroes.  From  many  books  read  on  the 
life  and  exploits  of  General  Marion,  the  compiler  has  seen  no  information  which  would 
substantiate  this  as  a  fact.  If  there  is  a  remote  connection,  it  would  more  than 
probably  be  through  the  James  family  rather  than  with  the  Singleton  family.  Even  the 
possibility  of  this  is  quite  remote  however.  There  were  quite  a  number  of  James 
family  members  who  fought  in  the  Ear  of  the  Revolution  under  General  Marion e  A  great 
many  of  those  who  fought  with  his  little  brigade  were  from  '"illiamsburg  County. 

Some  of  those  were  Major  John  James,  his  son  Capt.  John  James  and  Gavin  James  etc. 
etc.  What  relationship  these  James  family  members  were  to  our  own  Janes  family  is 
not  at  all  clear,  although  it  is  known  that  Sherwood  James,  sr.'s  son  John  was  also 
Capt.  John  James,  and  that  he  also  fought  with  Marion. 

General  Marion's  ragged,  often  hungry,  but  gloriously  brave  little  band  varied  in 
numbers  from  time  to  time.  Sometimes  there  were  as  few  as  20  or  30  men  and  at  other 
times  his  command  included  as  many  as  1,000  men.  Practically  every  male  citizen  of 
Williamsburg  County  fought  in  Marion’s  Brigade  at  one  time  or  another.  Also,  men  of 
other  counties  were  also  in  his  brigade.  Most  sources  of  information  on  Marion  and 
his  Men,  say  that  no  records  were  actually  kept  of  the  members.  However  there  is 
a  list  of  persons  who  were  known  to  have  fought  with  Marion,  and  this  list  is  given 
in  Boddie's  History  of  Williamsburg  County.  There  are  many  Jameses  listed  and  also 
a  Richard  Singleton.  Since  there  we re  several  Richard  Singletons  of  that  era,  it  is 
problematical  which  of  the  Richard  Singletons  this  name  represents. 

Mr.  Salley,  State  Historian  of  South  Carolina,  has  stated  that  the  account  of  the 
life  and  historical  events  concerning  General  Marion  we re  more  authentically  recorded 
in  the  version  written  by  Gilliam  Dobein  James  than  in  the  more  widely  read  version 
of  "Parson"  Weems.  Weems  undertook  to  change  Horry's  story,  a  fact  that  Horry  great¬ 
ly  resented.  William  D0  James  was  a  subaltern  in  Marion’s  Brigade  and  was  the  son  of 
one  of  Marion's  most  trusted  officers,  Hajc  John  James«  He  was  therefore,  an  eye 
witness  and  participant  in  many  of  the  exploits,  and  through  his  distinguished  father, 
probably  had  access  to  much  correspondence  of  General  Marion  and  Major  James,  The 
lashing  of  the  formal  British  columns  from  the  rear  greatly  weakened  the  British  hold 
on  the  invaded  lands,  and  was  responsible  to  a  large  degree  for  chasing  the  British 
from  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

In  conclusion  on  this  subject — we  may  rest  assured  that  so  far  as  anyone  knows,  our 
family  is  not  related  to  the  General  Marion  of  "Swamp  Fox"  fame.  It  would  of  course, 
be  an  honor  worth  having;  but  in  all  truth  we  cannot  make  it  so. 

In  the  Mississippi  Territory 

In  the  search  for  more  about  our  forbears  (and  many  have  searched^  no  trace  has  been 
found  of  Robert,  son  of  Colonel  Matthew  Singleton,  born  in  1763,  which  would  indicate 
that  he  ever  grew  to  manhood.  Neither  has  it  been  proven  by  any  that  any  of  the  other 
Robert  Singletons,  some  of  whom  from  time  to  time  have  been  assumed  to  have  been  Col. 
Matthew  Singleton's  son,  were  Matthew's  con.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  Robert 
died  as  a  child,  since  he  nor  any  descendants  he  might  have  had  were  ever  named  in 
various  lawsuits  that  concerned  Colonel  Matthew's  estate,  wherein  other  children  and 
grandchildren  were  named  as  heirs,  etc.  Shortly  after  Colonel  Matthew's  death,  and 
as  late  as  the  time  of  Richard  Singleton,  his  grandson,  those  descendants  have  all 
boon  named  in  various  .Jogal  papers.  Colonel  Matt, how  divided  his  property  botwoon 
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his  son  John  and  his  daughter,  Nancy  (or  Ann)  who  married  Isham  Moore.  His  daughter 
nary,  who  married  Major  Thomas  Bennison,  died  before  Matthew  Singleton  did;  also 
various  accounts  of  the  times  mention  the  deaths  of  at  least  three  of  the  children 
of  Colonel  Matthew  Singleton,  which  accounts  for  the  deaths  of  the  other  three  who 
were  known  to  be  his  children — namely  Robert,  Rebecca  and  Alice. 

There  are  numerous  references  to  a  Robert  Singleton  who  was  in  the  northern  part  of 
Georgia  very  early,  for  histories  Of  Wilkes  County,  Georgia  give  his  name  several 
times.  He  had  land  surveyed  in  his  name  in  1791*  when  the  land  surveyed  was  in 
Franklin  County.  This  was  a  tract  of  287w  acres  on  the  Brushy  Creek,  in  the  Broad 
River  Settlement.  No  doubt  this  was  a  bounty  grant.  He  also  bought  land  on  Newford 
Creek (now  the  settlement  near  there  is  called  Danbury)  and  he  witnessed  a  will,  and 
was  named  as  defendant  in  a  lawsuit,  along  with  iiicajah  Williamson  and  Barton  Hannon 
in  the  year  1786.  It  is  not  known  who  he  was,  but  nothing  has  been  found  to  link 
him  with  our  o\m  family  except  the  circumstance  of  the  land  conveyance  record  that 
is  on  file  in  Jackson  County,  Georgia,  and  the  fact  that  many  years  later  our  ancestor 
Dr.  Joseph  J.  Singleton  also  lived  in  Jackson  County.  According  to  family  legend 
Dr.  Joseph  J.  Singleton  settled  there  on  land  which  his  wife  Eliza  Coleman  had  ac¬ 
quired  at  the  death  of  her  husband.  She  possibly  lived  there  at  the  time  they  wore 
married,  v;hich  was  in  l3l8. 

But,  in  searching  for  Robert  Singleton,  son  of  C0lonel  Matthew  Singleton  in  the 
locality  where  legend  has  said  he  went — to  Claiborne  County,  Mississippi  Territory, 
we  have  found  the  records  there  that  indicate  we  did  have  there  the  forbear  we  have 
sought  more  about,  and  the  father  of  Dr.  Joseph  J.  Singleton,  "e  find  there,  as 
early  as  1802  the  name  of  Richard  Singleton,  as  one  of  the  first  jurors  of  Claiborne 
County  after  it  was  organized.  This  record  is  given  in  Biographical  and  Historical 
Memoirs  of  Mississippi,  Chapter  VIII,  "Counties  of  the  Old  Natchez  District",  page 
179*  Goodspeed  Publishing  Co.,  Chicago,  1891.  It  was  stated  that,  after  the  first 
jury  meeting  the  jurors  received  their  certificates  for  two  days  1  attendance  and  the 
court  adjourned  to  meet  at  9  o’clock  a.  m.  July  20,  1802. 

The  court  records  of  Claiborne  County  also  reveal  that  Richard  Singleton  sold  a  slave 
in  1802  to  A.  Hunt,  and  one  to  Peter  Lyon  in  1805;  each  sale  was  of  a  slave  anmed 
Billy.  According  to  information  from  the  Department  of  Archives  and  History  of 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  the  tax  list  for  the  year  l8o£  for  Claiborne  County  contains 
the  name  of  Richard  Singleton. 

In  The  Natchez  Court  Records  1767-1 8o£,  Vol.  II  of  May  vrilson  McBee  Collection,  in 
the  section  on  Unrecorded  Land  Claims,  page  9U6  appears  the  following  abstract: 

"Claimant  Richard  Singleton,  26  Mar.  I80i;  -  Fitness  George  Humphreys.  Rejected 
for  want  of  sufficient  evidence  Dec.  30,  1806,  Mississippi  Territory,  Claiborne  County. 

Richard  Singleton  claims  6k 0  acres  iri  said  county  on  the  north  fork  of  Bayou 
Pierre,  by  preemption,  which  tract  was  improved  by  said  Singleton  in  the  spring  of 
1802  and  has  been  cultivated  by  him  to  the  present  date//  Plat  shows  land  adjoining 
Stephen  Minor  and  Ebenezer  Rees.//  The  Board  of  Commissioners  will  not  grant  to 
Richard  Singleton  the  certificate  for  6I|0  acres  of  land  claimed  by  him  as  the  right 
of  preemption  from  the  State  because  the  said  claimed  tract  lies  within  the  boundaries 
of  a  tract  belonging  to  Salome  Lyman,  heir  and  child  of  Thaddeus  Lyman  who  holds  the 
said  land  by  virtue  of  a  British  grant  from  the  British  Government  of  ’Test  Florida, 
and  who,  leaving  the  country  by  order  of  the  Spanish  Government,  the  moiety  of  said 
land,  within  which  lies  the  claim  of  Richard  Singleton,  was  granted  and  confirmed  by 
said  Spanish  Government  to  the  above  Salome  Lyman,  who  since  married  John  Ellison, 
who  has  since  entered  the  said  land  and  now  claims  the  land  in  the  name  of  himself 
and  his  wife .  — By  S.  Bullock,  their  attorney." 

In  Territorial  Papers  of  the  U.  S.,  Vol.  V,  page  168,  Clarence  E.  Carter,  Ed.,  the 
name  of  Richard  Singleton  appears  among  those  signatures  of  other  Claiborne  County 
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residents  who  signed  a  "Petition  to  Congress"  dated  August  25>,  1802.  From  the  same 
source  as  the  foregoing,  in  the  same  month  and  year (August  11,  1802)  on  a  "Testimon¬ 
ial,  Citizens  of  Mississippi  Territory"  (a  testimonial  to  Col.  Steele)  on  page  2h9j 
appears  again  the  signature  of  Richard  Singleton.  The  name,  as  it  appears  on  most 
of  these  lists  is  usually  spelled  "Rich’d". 

On  the  "Memorial  to  the  President",  October  1,  1808  appear  the  signatures  of  not  only 
Richard  Singleton  again,  but  now  also  that  of  Joseph  J.  Singleton,  as  citizens  of 
Claiborne  County.  This  is  the  first  record  of  Joseph  J*  Singleton’s  presence  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory.  His  being  there  at  about  this  time  agrees  with  family  legends 

that  he  went  there  as  a  young  man  and  spent  a  few  years. 

* 

Our  next  document  is  an  important  one — it  is  not  believed  that  previous  research  has 
turned  up  this  document  until  this  year.  It  is  a  record  of  the  application  for  papers 
of  administration  on  the  estate  of  "Rich'd  Singleton,  dec’d,  late  of  Claiborne  County," 
and  the  bond  of  administration  required#  The  applicants  were  Sterling  G,  Mangum  and 
Joseph  Singleton.  The  application  to  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Orphans’  Court  is 
dated  April  8,  1811.  The  bond  for  execution  was  dated  April  25>,  lOll.  Definitely 
here,  for  the  first  time,  are  linked  the  names  of  Richard  Singleton,  deceased  and 
late  of  Claiborne  County,  and  Joseph  Singleton  his  son,  and  Sterling  G.  Mangum,  the 
husband  of  Richard’s  daughter,  Elizabeth.  The  Orphans'  Courts  of  Mississippi  Terri¬ 
tory  were  put  into  practice  about  the  year  1806-07  and  for  a  few  years  these  courts 
had  jurisdiction  not  only  over  matters  pertaining  to  orphans,  but  the  administration 
and  settlement  of  estates  of  less  than  a  certain  value.  The  assets  of  Richard  Single- 
ton,  as  listed  by  the  administrators  totalled  in  all  $1!?7«23  3 A,  with  cash  on  hand 
of  about  367.00,  and  the  remainder  was  in  debts  due  Richard  by  Leonard  Furman,  Nathan 
Bradford,  Eden  Brashears  and  Andrew  Mundell  (the  latter  for  cotton  seed).  In  May, 

1812  S,  G.  Mangum  made  an  accounting  to  the  court,  stating  that  of  the  listed  assets, 
it  would  appear  that  only  the  cash  in  hand  would  be  realized.  The  fact  that  S.  G0 
Mangum  made  the  accounting  alone,  rather  than  with  the  signature  also  of  Joseph 
Singleton  may  be  indicative  of  the  time  when  Joseph  J3  Singleton  no  longer  remained 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory.  Ae  compiler  has  photostatic  copies  of  these  two  cb  cu- 
ments*  The  records  themselves  have  long  reposed  in  a  stack  of  these  very  old  records 
in  the  Claiborne  County  Court  House,  aid  only  through  the  efforts  of  Hr.  S.  C.  Daniell, 
of  Port  Gibson,  who  works  in  the  Court  House  there  were  these  neglected  old  records 
spotted.  The  Chief  Justice  of  the  Orphans '  Court  at  that  time  was  Daniel  Burnett, 
formerly  an  officer  of  the  Spanish  Government,  who  married  the  widow  of  Col.  Ralph 
Humphreys.  These  persons  lived  at  "The  Grindstone  Ford",  and  became  prominent  ±n 
their  time,  as  well  as  their  descendants  later.  One  of  this  family  is  mentioned  later. 

These  two  old  documents  then,  pretty  well  fix  the  time  of  Richard  Singleton’s  death. 

In  the  usual  course  of  events,  it  would  seem  that  he  must  have  died  in  the  winter  or 
early  spring  of  the  year  1811.  All  efforts  throughout  the  years  to  find  out  how  and 
where  he  died  have  been  unfruitful.  Formerly,  when  he  died  was  also  among  the  un¬ 
known  facts.  The  photostatic  copies  of  these  records  do  settle  that  point,  and 
they  also  furnish  us  with  samples  of  the  handwriting  of  Joseph  J.  Singleton.  Upon 
close  comparison  with  letters  of  a  later  vintage,  it  is  unmistakable  that  the  signa¬ 
ture  shown  on  these  two  papers  is  that  of  Dr.  Joseph  James  Singleton. 

Our  Forbear  Not  the  One  Who  V/as  Killed  by  Explosion  of  Steamboat  "Franklin" . 

In  Mrs .  Richard  Singleton's  The  Singletons  of  S0uth  Carolina,  reference  is  made  at 
the  point  concerning  Colonel  I latthow  Singleton ’s  son  Robert,  that  inquiries  were 
frequently  received  from  persons  in  the  southeastern  states  who  believed  themselves 
to  be  the  descendants  of  Col.  Matthew ' s  son  Robert.  Also,  mention  was  made  that 
a  newspaper  clipping  mentioned  a  Robert  Singleton  who  was  killed  by  the  explosion 
of  the  steamboat  "Franklin"  on  the  Mississippi  River.  It  was  thought  that  this 
person  might  have  been  son  of  Robert,  son  of  Col.  Matthew,  and  perhaps  the  father  of 
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NOTE 


Charles  G.  Singleton,  *+528  No.  Versailles  Ave. 
Dallas,  Texas,  has  the  history  of  RICHARD 
SINGLETON,  who  married  SARAH,  daughter  of  MARY 
MAPLES  and  died  December  9th.  180?,  in  CLAR¬ 
ENDON  COUNTY,  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  (See  South  Car¬ 
olina  Historical  and  Genealogical  Magazine  vol. 

28,  page  200),  who  was  the  father  of  HIRAM  SIN¬ 
GLETON  "(6- 5-1784  3-1*4—18335  ?  who  moved  from 
Clarendon  County,  So.  Carolina  to  Wilkinson  Co¬ 
unty  Mississippi  in  1810  with  his  brother  RICH*' 
ARD  and  the  FRANCIS  (FRANK)  RICHARDSON  (1763-1820) 
family. 

Above  mentioned  HIRAM  SINGLETON  had  a  son,  FRAN¬ 
CIS  RICHARDSON  SINGLETON  (1823-1853),  whose  son's 
name  was  HIRAM  RIVERS  SINGLETON  (4-I6-I848  3-25- 

1910),  a  methodist  preacher  in  the  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi  conference  for  over  forty  years, 
who  had  five  sons  and  three  daughters  whose 
names  were; 


Hampton  Richardson  Singleton 
Lila  Amelia  Singleton 
Ruth  Singleton 
Frank  Ed is  Singleton 
Marion  Alma  Singleton 
Foote  Rivers  Singleton 
Ewell  Dalton  Singleton 
Charles  Galloway  Singleton 


1876  -  1927 

1877  -  1935 

1880  -  I880 

1881  - 


1885  -  1950 

1886  - 


Dated  at  Dallas  Texas  March  I8th.  I957« 


,ev  t  ?..oJ  Er.  toV  mi  f not slants  *r  co.  ."•  rO 

0  T/vf DI fi  lo  YTfo.talri  erii  esrf  eaisxeT  f  .?^iXnd 

•  J>V  MI •  S^-V  «  fciftri  -rn3.  :  SOtsiif  nrt’  J.O 

-T  ;. a  Vu-Ki  I’lo  t-j  MaX  «Jct  bi?w  cri-  .(003  ow  , 

O j" r  A  r8l-4*r.-£  4*8*1-^)  PIOTH  IO 

riv-OT^XO 

•  iAM  Nuf  WO*  ^JT ‘Pit  8  -fAF  fT  CH  *  O ;.  t  m  1  evocfA 

uc,.  jaoc.^  .(<'<-.  X';  i)  ;v  ;  :i<:  xoiioAooia  cio 

■  w  i  si  -  i  -  )  fO*  0J0Tr'0  )  *  }  M  ;  ’  •*»w  *  m  . 

tfeT£s 

3<*.  '  :.?*!«  t  g  •  .6  iVri  t  Of:  .‘2  \  ‘  i  £aff  fOV 

senew  eea^n 

ito.tat^fTir  -iOciu .  MoJcTi.wiK 

notoX^ro  aileniA  Bl.tu 
<io.  slants  ritxjfl 
no  ■  ni  3lM  >frr'  t  I 
;  >t  tl  i*i  ;3  arrCA  notosM 
io:-  $  O.ttO  8t:*v.£H  atoo'f 
nct^  '^n;*  :  i  o  I  . !  IX»\yX 
nofsl  \\i  iO  ■*  '■  ro  XaO  falxari  ) 

/  ^  :  .ifri 8X  iio'tnbi  a&xoT  ar  IsCI  dr  ©cted 


f?  -r  -  r  x*5t 
_  .  v-  c 

-  ■ 

■  df-<x 


9. 


Otho  R.  Singleton,  congressman  from  Mississippi  before  the  Civil  ”rar. 

/ 

Closer  scrutiny  more  or  less  proves  all  of  these  theories  to  be  wrong.  According 
to  Lloyd’s  Steamboat  Directory-  (Lloyd, James  T,  Cincinnati,  18£6)  the  steamboat 
"Franklin"  exploded  in  mobile  bay,  Mobile,  Alabama  on  inarch  13,  1836.  It  was  back¬ 
ing  off  from  the  wharf  to  make  a  trip  up  the  Alabama  River (its  usual  run)  when  the 
explosion  occurred.  Among  the  names  given  of  "the  seriously  wounded"  was  the  name 
of "Col.  R.  Singleton  of  Baldwin  County,  Alabama."  This  is  no  doubt  the  Robert 
Singleton,  who  was  the  brother  of  Miss  Ann  Singleton,  who  married  '  rilliam  Falconer. 
He  would  therefore  be  the  son  of  Joseph  Singleton,  and  was  the  husband  of  Harriett 
English  of  Orangeburg  District  S,  C,  This  would  make  him  a  nephew  of  our  Richard, 
and  a  first  cousin  of  Dr.  Joseph  J.  Singleton.  Since  the  date  of  the  explosion  is 
much  too  late  to  have  been  our  forbear,  it  is  well  to  know  who  this  person  was. 
Incidentally,  he  was  no  relation  of  Otho  R.  Singleton,  congressman  from  Mississippi, 
who  lived  at  Canton,  Mississippi.  Otho  R.  Singleton’s  father  was  Louis  Singleton 
of  Kentucky.  Since  the  descendants  of  the  Col.  R.  Singleton  who  was  seriously 
wounded  in  this  explosion  are  known,  and  do  not  happen  to  be  our  family  members, 
we  shall  have  to  give  up  the  old  legend  about  our  forbear  who  went  into  the  Mississ¬ 
ippi  Territory  and  was  killed  by  the  explosion  of  the  steamer  "Franklin."  The  Robert 
Singleton  mentioned,  of  Baldwin  County,  Alabama,  went  to  Alabama  in  1823  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  Mrs.  Henry's  old  scrapbook  information,  left  four  children  who  were  living 
in  I87I4,  and  others  who  died  before  then. 

Other  Singletons  Were  In  the  Mississippi  Territory  in  Its  Infancy. 


Whoever  would  do  research  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  era,  will  no  doubt,  find  the 
names  of  many  Singletons  who  settled  there  from  around  1790  to  1810.  Two  of  the 
Singletons  found  in  the  Territory  by  1810  were  Hiram  and  Richard  Singleton  of  V4lkin- 
son  County,  Miss.  They  were  the  sons  of  a  R i chard" 6 ingle ton  in  South  Carolina  also; 
but  through  intricate  processes  of  elimination,  such  as  birthdates  of  children, 
names  of  wives,  etc.  etc.  it  has  been  pretty  well  established  that  these  two  Richards 
are  not  one  and  the  same,  but  two  separate  Richard  Singletons  from  two  different 
localities  near  one  another  in  S.  C,  7/e  are  now  well  on  the  v;ay  to  accepting  the 
fact  that  our  Richard  was"Col.  Pop-eye  Dick' Singleton,  or  Richard,  son  of  Robert 
Singleton  who  died  about  1800.  The  Richard  who  had  sons  Hiram  and  Richard  who  went 
into  the  Mississippi  Territory  died  in  Sumter  County,  S.  C.  in  I80I4;  whereas  our 
Richard  died  some  years  later.  The  children  of  this  other  Richard  were  the  grand¬ 
children  of  a  Mary  Tuples,  and  their  mother As  name  was  Sarah.  These  facts  all  ap¬ 
pear  in  legal  documents'  on  file  in  Sumter  County,  S,  C.  According  to  the  newspaper 
account  of  this  other  Richard's  death,  he  was  Capt.  Richard  Singleton,  who  fought 
vi  itke  General  Mar  ion . 


A  Summation  Up  to  the  Year  1812. 

At  this  point  it  might  be  well  to  recapitulate  our  findings  vhich  have  developed 
in  our  search  for  our  forbear,  about  whom  all  too  little  has  been  known.  ’  e  have 
now  the  following  points  to  consider: 


1.  The  will  of  Robert  Singleton,  dated  1798  in  Claremont  County (which  became  part 
of  Sumter  District),  which  places  Robert,  his  son  Richard,  and  Richard’s  two 
children,  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  in  South  Carolina  in  1798. 

2.  The  old  bill  of  complaint  of  Robert  Singleton  against  his  sons  Richard  and 
Joseph  in  1798,  wherein  Robert  states  that  his  son  Richard  wanted  his  share 
of  the  estate  "then",  for  he  wanted  to  go  to  some  part  of  the  Mississippi 
River  to  live. 

3.  In  1$02  the  name  of  Richard  Singleton  appears  as  a  member  of  the  first  jury 
in  Claiborne  County,  after  Claiborne  County  was  organized.  (Pickering  County 
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split  just  prior  to  this  into  Claiborne  and  Jefferson  Counties.) 

h»  In  1802  Richard  Singleton  signed  two  petitions  as  a  citizen  of  Claiborne 
County. 

5>.  In  1802  and  in  1805  he  sold  each  time  a  slave  name  "Billy." 

6,  Richard  Singleton's  name  appears  on  the  tax  list  of  l805>  in  Claiborne  County. 

7.  In  l80);  Richard  made  claim  for  6I4O  acres  of  land  on  the  north  fork  of  the 

Bayou  Pierre,  which  claim  was  rejected  because  it  lay  within  the  bounds  of 
another  and  earlier  claim.  Richard  stated  that  he  had  cultivated  the  land 
since  the  spring  of  1802, 

3.  In  1808  Richard  signs  a  "Memorial  to  the  President"  (who  was  Pres.  Jefferson), 
and  close  to  his  signature,  as  a  resident  of  Claiborne  County  appears  the 
name  of  Joseph  J.  Singleton. 

9.  In  1811  the  Orphans'  Court  Records  divulge  the  death  of  Richard,  by  the 

documents  executed  for  the  administration  of  his  estate.  The  administrators 
who  applied  and  were  appointed  :  Sterling  G.  Mangum  and  Joseph  Singleton. 

10.  No  records  found  yet  show  exactly  when,  where  or  how  Richard  Singleton  died. 

11.  In  all  of  research,  there  is  no  Robert  Singleton  in  Claiborne  County,  Miss, 

during  the  pertinent  years,  when  our  forbear  was  supposed  to  have  been  in 
that  locality. 

12.  Our  forbear  is  not  the  Col.  R.  Singleton,  who  was  killed  by  the  explosion  of 
the  steamboaf'Franklin'J 

About  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Actually,  very  little  is  known  about  the  lives  of  this  brother  and  sister  during 
their  stay  in  Mississippi,  and  little  also  is  known  about  Elizabeth's  life  there 
after  her  brother  Joseph  left  and  went  ultimately  to  Georgia  to  live.  Elizabeth  is 
known  to  have  married  Sterling  Goodrich  Mangum  of  Orange  County,  North  Carolina. 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  this  couple  were  married  by  one  of  the  itinerant  minis¬ 
ters  who  travelled  from  place  to  place  in  that  day,  for  there  were  very  few  organized 
churches.  The  family  has  her  marriage  date  and  place  as  "1809  in  or  near  Port  Gibson" 
According  to  old  family  letters  which  tell  anything  at  all  about  this  era  of  their 
lives,  her  husband  died  in  about  1830,  and  in  about  1836  her  brother  Joseph  sent  to 
Mississippi  his  overseer  and  two  wagons  to  transport  his  widowed  sister  and  her  two 
young  daughters,  Nancy  Cary  and  Margaret  to  Dahlonega,  Georgia  where  he  was  then  liv¬ 
ing^  .there  she  lived  and  died  also.  She  had  another  child,  a  son,  William  Henry  Man- 
gum,  born  in  1810,  who  by  1836  or  thereabout,  would  have  been  grown.  There  is  no 
mention  in  old  family  letters  that  William  Henry  ever  came  to  Georgia,  and  his  descend 
ants  still  live  in  Mississippi,  at  Yazoo  City,  some  few  miles  above  Vicksburg. 

Most  of  the  information,  scanty  as  it  is,  concerning  that  era  in  the  lives  of  Joseph 
J.  Singleton  and  his  sister  Elizabeth  Mangum, '  has  come  down  to  the  family  through 
correspondence,  late  in  the  lives  of  David  Terrell  Singleton,  a  son  of  Joseph  J., 
and  Mrs.  Margaret  Louise  Dyer,  a  descendant  of  William  Henry  Mangum,  Elizabeth's  son. 
David  Terrell  Singleton  is  also  the  authority  for  the  statement  that  his  father's 
first  wife  was. a  Hiss  Lenoir.  His  letters  telling  of  this  do  not  give  her  first  name. 
He  says  that  ho  married  first  in  S.  Carolina,  when  very  young,  and  went  out  to  the 
Mississippi  Territory  with  his  wife  and  his  sister;  and  that  the  wife  lived  only  a 
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very  short  time,  leaving  no  living  child.  There  were  families  by  name  of  Lenoir 
in  the  High  Hills  of  the  Santee,  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  he  did  marry  be¬ 
fore  going  out  to  Mississippi.  David  T.  Singleton  also  stated  that  his  father  used 
Choctaw  Indians  for  work  on  the  plantation,  and  that  he  learned  to  speak  their  lan¬ 
guage  . 

Just  when  he  left  ..ississippi  is  also  unknown,  but  it  was  bound  to  have  been  between 
the  year  loll  '"hen  he  signed  as  one  of  the  administrators  for  the  estate  of  his  father, 
diehard,  and  lQl8,  when  he  married  in  Georgia  the  second  wife,  Eliza  Coleman.  It 
could  have  been  during  these  years  that  he  obtained  his  medical  education,  for  by 
1820  in  Georgia  he  was  known  as  Dr.  Singleton.  It  is  also  possible  that  he  became 
involved  in  the  ’  rar  of  1812.  That  information  has  not  come  to  light  yet,  if  so,  but 
it  is  more  than  probable  this  could  have  accounted  for  a  few  years  of  his  life  at 
that  time.  This  information  is  being  checked  now,  and  if  it  develops  that  he  did 
take  part  in  that  war,  a  footnote  will  be  added  to  this  page,  giving  the  information. 

Many  Years  Ahead  of  Our  Story,  But  Concerning  the  Mississippi  Territory  Era. 

The  events  about  which  we  will  devote  the  next  several  paragraphs  do  not  logically 
ensue  chronologically  here,  but  since  they  do  concern  the  parties  told  of  at  this 
time,  they  will  be  used  here,  so  that  irTe  can  get  out  of  Mississippi  and  not  have  to 
return  to  this  scene. 

rhere  is  some  muddling  of  the  facts,  evidently,  as  to  the  names  of  our  forbear's 
wives.  It  is  an  accepted  fact  that  he  married  twice,  and  it  is  not  outside  the  bounds 
of  possibility  that  he  could  have  married  three  times.  According  to  the  family  legends, 
his  first  wife  was  Martha  James,  and  the  second  wife,  Ann  Bracy.  However,  as  shown 
by  the  old  Falconer-Singleton  history  in  Mrs.  Henry's  scrap  book,  Elizabeth  James, 

(later  Rembert,  and  then  Mrs.  Joseph  Singleton)  had  a  sister  whose  name  was  Martha, 
and  the  diary  says  Mars.  Joseph  Singleton's  sister  was  Mrs.  Bracy.  This  would  seeming¬ 
ly  make  Martha  to  be  first  Martha  James,  then  posibly  Mrs.  Bracy,  and  then  Mrs.  Richard 
Singleton.  David  Terrell  Singleton  says,  although  he  doesn't  state  his  grandfather's 
first  name,  that  his  grandfather  married  second,  Ann  Bracy.  Record  of  either  marriage 
has  not  been  found. 

It  seems  pretty  certain  that  Richard's  wife,  while  he  was  in  the  Mississippi  Territory 
must  have  been  Ann,  for  family  members  have  re-iterated  it  time  and  again.  Also,  in 
correspondence  between  members  of  the  family,  appears  a  statement,  substantially  as 
follows:  J' John  Lucas  saw  when  last  at  Aunt  Nanny  Moody's  house  a  copy  of  the  will  of 
Mirs.  Ann  °ingleton.  She  left  the  Deer  Creek  place  and  the  balance  of  her  property  to 
two  strangers.  She  directed  that  her  executors  erect  a  tombstone  over  her  husband 
Robert's  grave  and  the  graves  of  her  sons  David  and  George." 

A  copy  of  the  will  of  Ann  J.  Singleton  has  been  obtained;  it  differs  a  good  deal  from 
information  passed  along'  orally  from  one  family  member  to  another  down  through  the 
years.  Me  do  not  know  that  this  is  Richard's  wife,  but  everything  points  toward  it. 

•trs.  Elizabeth  ^ingleton  Mangum  did  not  die  until  1856,  and  no  doubt  she  had  told  her 
daughter  Nancy  Cary  (Mrs.  John  A.  Moody  of  Dahlonega,  Ga.)  a  good  deal  about  her  life 
in  Mississippi,  Also,  the  family  would  probably  not  have  had  a  copy  of  the  will  of 
Ann  J.  Singleton  had  she  not  been  the  party  we  think  she  was. 

The  provisions  of  the  will  are  as  follows;  She  wished  her  slave "Sandy"  to  be  freed; 
she  wished  her  executors (the  heirs)  to  move  the  remains  of  her  sons  Richard  and  George 
to  a  place  by  her  grave  and  the  grave  of  her  other  son,  John  Gaul den  ^pngleton;  she 
named  her  lawyer  to  defend  the  will  for  the  heirs  forever (and  paid  him  for  so  doing 
through  a  sum  named  in  the  will);  and  all  of  her  property  she  then  left  to  her  "two 
friends,  David  George  Humphreys  and  William  McAlpine." 
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Mo  vrhere  in  the  will  did  she  mention  a  husband.  By  the  very  lack  of  information 
on  the  place  of  his  burial,  it  might  logically  be  assumed  that  he  is  not  buried 
along  with  the  other  members  of  his  family.  The  names  of  her  sons,  all  deceased 
before  her,  were  John  0.,  Richard  and  George.  Mo  mention  was  made  of  a  "Deer  Creek 
place" . 

The  reason  for  the  family’s  interest  in  the  will  of  Mrs .  Ann  J.  Singleton  seems  to 
have  been  that  some  time  after  her  death  Dr*  Joseph  James  Singleton  had  either  insti¬ 
tuted  a  suit  to  recover  his  and  his  sister  Elizabeth’s  share  of  their  father’s  estate, 
or  had  started  to  do  so  .  There  is  no  record  in  Claiborne  ^ounty  of  the  suit's  having 
been  filed.  However,  it  may  be  that  it  vras.  Ann  died  in  lSlH?  and  beginning  just 
about  then,  and  continuing  for  the  next  five  years,  the  lawsuit  records  of  Claiborne 
County,  Miss,  are  not  indexed.  It  would  be  a  tremendous  task  to  go  through  the 
records  as  they  are  to  try  to  locate  this  old  suit — which  if  found,  would  no  doubt 
clear  up  any  doubt  about  our  principal  characters  of  this  era.  He (Dr.  J,  J.  S.) 
would  have  had  to  file  a  suit,  stating  in  it  the  basis  for  his  having  any  interest 
in  the  estate  of  his  stepmother,  and  no  doubt  through  the  setting  down  of  the  facts, 
his  father's  name  would  have  been  mentioned,  by  way  of  identifying  the  parties  con¬ 
cerned.  In’.  S.  C.  Daniell,  who  has  furnished  practically  all  factual  information 
as  recorded  in  Claiborne  County,  states  that  the  estate  of  Ann  J.  Singleton  was  not 
settled  for  twelve  years  after  her  death,  having  been  continued  from  court  to  court 
session  during  those  years,  seemingly  waiting  for  someone  to  appear.  It  is  highly 
probable  that  it  was  known  by  the  heirs  and  local  lawyers  that  a  lawsuit  was  brewing 
concerning  it.  The  estate  was  finally  settled  in  185 8-four  years  after  Dr.  Joseph 
J.  Singleton's  death. 


Evidently, -  the  grown  son  John  Gaul den  Singleton  did  not  marry,  as  the  name  Singleton 

disappeared  from  that  locality  over  a  hundred  years  ago.  Also,  he  left  his  entire 

estate  to  his  mother.  His  estate  was  very  much  entangled  and  was  evidently  a  fairly 
large  one  for  that  day  and  time.  Ann  signed  bond  for  p 70* 000  as  adminstratrix. 

Since  she  died  a  very  few  years  later,  leaving  an  estate  valued  at  066,000  it  is  more 

than  likely  that  the  bulk  of  her  estate  came  to  her  through  her  son  John  G. 's  death. 

For  this  reason  and  the  reason  that  the  heirs  named  by  her  were  well  known,  old  time 
citizens^  of  that  locality,  and  that  Dr.  J.  J,  SjLngie^on  was  by  then  an  "outlander", 
he  probaoly  did  drop  the  suit,  and  wisely;  it  would  seem  under  the  circumstances  that 
the  chances  of  success  were  bound  to  be  little.  According  to  family  stories  connect¬ 
ed  with  this  incident,  he  dropped  the  suit  because  of  the  excessive  demands  of  the 
lawyers.  Evidently,  the  will  was  air-tight,  and  the  plaintiff  must  not  have  had  a 
strong  enough  case  for  lawyers  to  wish  to  undertake  trying  to  break  the  will.  Nothing 
is  known  of  ’who  William  R«  tfcAlpine  was,  but  the  David  George  Humphreys  was  one  of  the 
Humphreys  who  were-  evidently  neighbors  and  friends  of  Richard  and  Ann  J.  Singleton. 

One  note  of  interest  is  that  Salome  Lyman  Ellison,  who  owned  the  Lyman  mandamus,  a 
part  of  which  Richard  Singleton  claimed,  forfeited  the  entire  tract  of  land  of  10,000 
acres  for  a  debt  of  (?l50.  John  G.  Singleton  obtained  some  of  it  at  a  later  date# 


Of  that  whole  era  of  the  sojourn  in  the  Eississippi  Territory,  Tie  now  only  know  for 
a  certainty  that  Richard  lived  there,  that  Joseph  J.  and  Elisabeth  lived  there;  that 
Richard  died  about  the  year  1011,  that  Ann  J.  Singleton  was  born  in  1768  and  died  in 
l3Ii5,  that  John  G0  Singleton  died  in  1838  apparently  unmarried,  and  that  some  time 
before  I8l8,  Dr.  Joseph  J.  singleton  left  there  and  later  took  up  residence  in  Georgia. 
Elizabeth  Singleton  1  angum  also  left  that  state  in  about  IO36,  leaving  some  I.iangum 
descendants  who  have  lived  for  several  generations  now  at  Yazoo  City,  Mississippi. 


In  research  to  determine  the  identity  of  Ann.  J,  Singleton,  certain  possibilities  have 
come  bo  rnind,  but  since  they  are  only  conjectures,  it  is  hardly  worth  while  stating 
them.  She  is  no  relation  to  us,  but  her  identity  might  be  the  key  to  much  we  don’t 
know  now.  >6<y  fesf  y  •??  /b/  /ft, 0-7-1  '  -  -  A/f  */*  J  * on*/**/ //*' & 
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Early  Years  in  Georgia 


13. 

The  first  knowledge  that  we  have  of  Dr.  Joseph  J.  Singleton  aS  actually  being  in 
Georgia  is  the  fact  that  in  1813  he  married  Eliza  Coleman,  of  Georgia .From  what  can 
be  learned, and  that  is  very  little,  she  was  a  widow  when  he  married  her.  The  entry 
in  his  family  bible  gives  the  following:  "Joseph  J.  Singleton  and  Eliza  Coleman 
married  September  15,  1318."  From  this  entry  it  is  hard  to  know  whether  her  name 
before  her  first  marriage  was  Coleman,  or  whether  her  first  husband's  surname  was 
Coleman.  Since  David  Terrell  Singleton  referred  to  her  in  some  of  his  letters  as 
"the  widow  Coleman",  it  is  believed  that  Coleman  was  her  first  husband's  name.  Her  first 
husband,  according  to  legend,  was  killed  in  a  duel,  and  it  is  believed  that  she  and 
the  Coleman  husband  must  have  been  residents  of  Jackson  County,  Georgia.  His  first 
name  is  not  known,  nor  her  maiden  name(if  it  wasn't  Coleman).  Dr,  Joseph  J.  Singleton 
and  Eliza  Coleman  were  living  in  Jackson  County  in  1820  as  his  name  appears  in  the 
census  of  1820  there,  with  a  wife  and  38  slaves,  22  of  whom  were  engaged  in  agriculture. 
He  was  in  the  Georgia  legislature  as  early  as  1820,  when  the  newspapers  of  the  day 
carried  accounts  of  his  efforts  to  get  public  schools  established  in  the  state.  He 
must  have  been  the  representative  of  Jackson  County,  since  he  resided  there,  and  since 
other  records  show  him  to  have  represented  that  county  as  either  a  representative  or 
a  senator  from  that  county  for  the  next  few  years. 

According  to  the  entry  in  the  family  bible  owned  by  him  and  his  wife,  Eliza  Singleton 
died  in  1823.  According  to  The  History  of  Jackson  County,  which  gives  a  list  of  the 
officers  of  the  county,  he  was  a  Judge  of  the  inferior  Court  in  1822,  senator  in  1822, 
representative  in  1823,  and  senator  again  in  1830  and  1831.  Other  records  show  that 
he  attended  the  convention  of  1833. 

Since  ire  know  so  very  little  of  him,  perhaps  the  following  excerpts  will  be  of  inter¬ 
est  to  his  descendants,  for  they  show  a  determination  to  get  for  the  people  of  Georgia 
the  best  education  possible  for  the  great  mass  of  the  people.  As  Judge  of  the  Inferior 
Court  of  Jackson  County,  one  of  his  duties  was  administering  the  poor  fund  and  the 
poor  school  affairs,  and  no  doubt  he  was  influenced  through  these  experiences  to  the 
realization  of  just  how  inadequate  the  funds  and  the  facilities  were.  The  parts  of 
tvro  chapters  from  Dorothy  Orr's  A  History  of  Education  in  Georgia  (Univ.  of  N.  C,  Press, 
Chapel  Hill,  1950)  have  been  chosen  for  their  references  to  him  and  his  part  in  this 
education ^movement  in  Georgia,  rather  than  for  a  continuous  story  as  presented  by  the 
author,  -^or  those  who  wish  to  read  of  the  movement,  or  more  of  his  part  in  it,  the 
entire  Chapters  IV  and  V  will  prove  useful  in  getting  the  full  picture  of  the  forces 
that  were  at  work  in  those  times.  From  Chapter  IV  the  following  excerpts  are  quoted: 

"Planning  for  Free  Schools 

On  November  20,  1820,  the  joint  committee  of  both  houses  of  the  general  assembly  re¬ 
ported  that  from  the  fund  of  0 250,000  set  apart  for  free  schools,  Gl50, 000  had  been 
invested  in  bank  stock,  and  the  whole  amount  of  interest  up  to  June  5j  1820  amounted 
to  sA 8, 566, 66.  It  was  asked  that  a  committee  be  appointed  vested  with  authority  to 
prepare  a  plan  for  a  system  of  education  on  or  before  November  10,  1821. 

The  work  of  the  Committee  on  Education  and  Free  Schools  under  the  leadership  of  Joseph 
James  °ingleton  was  watched  with  interest  (Georgia  Journal,  Nov.  19,  1821),  In  an 
editorial  published  in  the  Georgia  Journal  it  was  predicted  that  if  an  endowment  for 
the  state  university,  the  county  academies,  and  free  schools  were  set  up,  a  "neiv  order 
of  things"  would  prevail  in  Georgia. . „ .. .The  committee's  report  was  published  December 
11,  1821,  It  was  stated  that  a  comprehensive  plan  such  as  was  needed  for  the  state 
could  not  be  worked  out  quickly.  As  it  was  impossible  to  find  sufficient  means  to  put 
"a  regular  system  of  schools"  into  operation,  it  was  proposed  to  enlarge  the  education¬ 
al  fund  so  that  in  the  future  it  might  meet  the  necessities  of  the  population...,,. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the  school  funds  be  increased  to  6500,000.  The  Southern 
Recorder  described  the  bill  as  "very  important."  (Dec*  U,  1821.) 
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As  an  outcome  of  the  recommendation,  the  general  assembly  passed  an  act  to  endow 
academies  permanently  and  to  "increase  the  funds  heretofore  set  apart  for  the  encour¬ 
agement  and  support  of  Free  Schools  and  Internal  Improvements."  The  sum  of  £500, 000, 
composed  of  ’>200, 000  in  Darien  Bank  stock,  and  >200,000  in  Augusta  Bank  stock,  and 
'’.'<100, 000  on  deposit  in  the  Bank  of  Augusta  was  set  apart.  Half  was  devoted  to  the 
encouragement  of  free  schools,  and  half,  to  the  permanent  endowment  of  county  academ¬ 
ies.  This  was  the  definite  origin  of  the  distinction  between  the  funds  for  academies 
and  those  for  free  schools. (Jones  -  Education  in  Georgia,  page  25.) 

In  commenting  on  the  legislation,  the  editor  of  the  Georgia  Journal  said  that  the  bill 
was  introduced  by  "General  Daniel"  and  that  Duncan  Greene  Campbell  had  given  the  infor¬ 
mation  about  it  to  the  paper.  He  qioted  the  National  Intelligencer,  whose  editor  had 
complimented  "the  genuinely  republican  legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia"  for  the 
late  magnanimous  act.  (Georgia  Journal,  Dec.  11,  1021;  Jan.  l5,  1022.) 

Adoption  of  a  Poor  School  Fund 


In  November  and  December  of  1022,  a  strong  fight  was  made  in  the  legislature  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  a  system  of  general  education  throughout  the  state.  Senator  Joseph  James 
Singleton  of  Jackson  County,  and  Tomlinson  ^ort  of  Baldwin  County  led  those  favoring 
the  movement.  On  the  motion  of  Singleton  the  standing  Committee  on  Public  Education 
and  Free  Schools  was  instructed  to  "prepare  and  report  a  system  of  Free  Schools  adap¬ 
ted  to  the  endowment'!  previously  made.  Six  days  later,  similar  legislation  was  init¬ 
iated  in  the  house  on  the  motion  of  Tomlinson  Fort.  At  the  direction  of  the  house, 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Education  and  Free  Schools  brought  in  a  bill  which 
authorized  the  establishment  of  common  schools  throughout  the  state,  supported  by  tax¬ 
ation.  The  commissioners  v<rere  authorized  to  call  on  the  tax  collector  for  one-half 
of  the  net  amount  of  the  state  tax  paid  by  the  county  in  the  year  for  which  they  were 
elected.  :  hen  the  section  relating  to  taxation  was  opposed,  a  substitute  motion  in¬ 
volving  the  expenditure  of  less  moeny  was  proposed  by  a  member  of  the  committee,  but 
it  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  57  to  39.  The  other  sections  were  agreed  to  by  the  house, 
but  on  December  19,  the  senate  rejected  the  bill. 


On  November  21,  1822,  Singleton  tried  another  form  of  phraseology  and  reported  a  bill 
to  the  Senate  entitled,  "An  Act  to  Create  and  Define  a  Regular  Free  School  System 
throughout  this  State,  the  srmc  to  be  carried  into  effect  immediately  after  the  first 
day  of  January,  1023."  Obstacles  were  encountered,  postponement  was  necessary,  and 
the  committee  proposed  various  amendments.  In  the  following  month  the  bill  was  taken 
up  again  and  after  it  was  read,  a  substitute  bill  providing  for  a  poor  school  fund  was 
offered  by  General  David  Blackshear,  a  man  of  tremendous  influence  in  the  Senate.  The 
report  and  the  substitute  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  until  the  following  Monday. 
On  December  9,  the  Senate,  as  a  committee  of  the  whole  took  the  bill  under  considera¬ 
tion,  and  it  was  amended  very  promptly  by  the  substitute.  After  further  amendment,  it 
was  passed,  December  23,  1822,  under  the  title,  "A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  dispose 
of  the  poor  school  fund  Amongst  the  different  counties  of  the  State,"  Thus,  the  plan 
for  a  general  system  of  schools  wp.s  defeated  and  a  poor  school  fund  was  set  up. 

Reasons  for  the  defeat  of  the  measure 


There  were  four  reasons  which  contributed  to  the  defeat  of  the  measure:  the  attitude 
of  the  governor;  a  strong  movement  which  had  arisen  to  promote  higher  education  for 
women;  a  spirit  of  indi viduallsm  so  prevalent  among  Southern  people;  and  the  practical 
in  the  way  of  establishment  of  "  '  "  '  '  .... 


a  general  system  of  elementary  education  in 


very  thinly  pop  Gated  state*  In  his  inaugural  address  on  November  6,  1822,  Governor 


obstacles 
a 

Clarke  had  made  it  quite  evident  that  he  was  in  favor  of  neither  free  schools  nor  a 
poor  school  fund.  He  thought  a  system  of  free  schools  impractical,  and  he  felt  that 
a  poor  school  fund  would  not  suit  the  temper  of  the  people . (Footnote  earlier  in  chapter 
states  that  according  to  Brooks,  History  of  Georgia,  p/l71,  "John  Clarke  (1766-1832) 
had  few  educational  advantages.  At  sixteen  he  was  a  soldier  under  his  father,  General 
Elijah  Clarke;  and  after  the  Revolution  he  attained  the  rank  of  major  general  of  militia, 
He  was  the  leader  of  the  small-farmer  class  against  the  Virginia  clement  and  the 
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planters  of  the  seacoast,  and  r/as  the  leader  of  a  party  rather  than  a  governor  of  the 
state.")" 

"CHAPTER  V 

A  COI  ZiOM  SCHOOL  LAW  ENACTED  AMD  REPEALED 
Singleton’s  Plan  for  Common  Schools 


'Jnfortunate  conditions 


singleton’s  Bill  nevertheless,  when  the  wave  of  interest  in  education  swept  over  the 
United  States  in  the  thirties,  Georgia  made  a  determined  effort  to  set  up  a  system 

of  common  schools . Joseph  J.  Singleton,  who  had  sponsored  the  bill  for  common 

schools  in  the  twenties,  offered  a  resolution  in  November,  1830,  requesting  the  Joint 
Coiiifnittec  on  Public  .education  and  Free  Schools  to  prepare  a  bill  for  establishing 
common  schools  throughout  the  state. 


Myron  Bartlett,  editor  of  the  Macon  Telegraph,  commented  favorably  upon  Singleton's 
suggestion;  he  stated  that  he  had  seen  Dr.  Singleton’s  bill  and  that  "under  the  pres¬ 
ent  state  of  things"  he  thought  the  plan  the  best  that  could  be  adopted.  The  bill, 
he  said,  provided  for  an  annual  appropriation  of  ^120,000  to  set  up  schools  in  each 
captain's  district  throughout  the  state.  The  fund  was  intended  to  furnidi  tuition 
for  three  months  for  all  children  of  school  age,  provided  the  parents  or  guardians 
of  the  children  agreed  to  continue  to  support  the  schools  for  at  least  three  addition¬ 
al  months.  Bartlett  advocated  the  establishment  of  common  schools;  if  not  supported 
altogether  out  of  the  state  treasury,*  he  said,  they  should  be  supported  by  taxing  the 
residents  in  each  district  in  accordance  with  their  wealth  rather  than  the  number  of 
their  children. 


Gilmer 's  Survey 

Circular  Letters  Sent— For  several  years  before  the  introduction  of  Singleton's  bill, 
there  had  been  unusual  dissatisfaction  with  the  management  of  the  poor  school  fund  and 
with  that  fund  devoted  to  the  academies ...» .Gilmer  7/as  sincerely  and  earnestly  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  betterment  of  educational  conditions ... .He  took  a  conservative  attitude 
in  all  acaiinistrative  matters,  and  he  made  no  exception  in  his  treatment  of  educational 
issues. 


LUMPKIN'S  EFFORTS  FRUSTRATED 

Lumpkin's  investigation —  The  next  governor,  Wilson  Lumpkin,  v/as  decidedly  democratic 
in  outlook  and  very  much  interested  in  the  cause  of  education  for  the  average  child. 
Fate  worked  against  the  fortunes  of  the  common  school  movement  in  that  the  progressive 
legislatures  and  the  progressive  executives  did  not  fall  together.  Lumpkin  7/as  more 
energetic  in  working  through  difficulties,  and  was  knov/n  to  favor  a  common  school 
system.  In  his  inaugural  address  he  advocated  the  abolition  of  the  academic  and  poor 
school  funds  and  the  organization  of  a  system  of  common  schools.  At  the  same  time,  he 
admitted  that  a  system  oi  taxation  for  the  entire  population  such  as  was  employed  suc¬ 
cessfully  in  Mew  York  and  the  N ev/  England  states  7/ould  not  be  acceptable  to  the  people 
of  Georgia. 


Although  there  was  only  a  slight  chance  to  change  the  school  lav/s  in  1832,  on  January 
25,  Lumpkin  wrote  to  Joseph  James  Singleton  to  inquire  about  a  resolution  which  author¬ 
ized  the  governor  to  appoint  three  persons  to  found  "a  system  of  academies  and  poor 
ochool  instruction"  throughout  the  state.  His  object  v/as  to  find  out  v/ho  originated 
the  resolution  and  whether  the  persons  appointed  would  be  justified  in  "taking  up  the 
subject  of  a  system  of  common  schools,  calculated  to  supersede"  the  poor  school  system, 
or  whether  they  would  be  bound  to  retain  the  fundamental  features  of  the  system  in  use. 
As  a  result  0 L  the  information  obtained  from  Singleton,  the  governor  wrote  to  Dr. 
Ambrose  aber  of  Macon,  Georgia,  the  author  of  the  bill  and  repeated  the  questions  he 
had  asked  singleton.  Ho  stated  that  his  chief  concern  was  that  so  many  children  were 
being  reared  without  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  common  school  education.  The 
wealth  of  the  citizens  would  always  insure  ample  provision  for  all  vocations  to  which 
the  idea  Ox  distinction  7/as  attached,  but  it  v/as  a  lamentable  fact  that  very  many  of 

the  people  v/ere  making  no  provision  for  a  common  education  for  their  children. (From 
Letter  Books  "  . . .  *  -  *  *■ 


Governors,  1831-1833  and  same,"  1 833-1 fl3£ )  " 
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16. 

From  the  foregoing,  it  can  be  seen  that  Joseph  J»  Singleton  waged  a  long  time  fight 
to  have  Georgia  provide  a  public  school  system  for  its  citizens*  Although  defeated, 
it  was  a  beginning  of  a  movement  which  only  bore  fruit  after  his  death.  j.Iiss  Orr  s 
book  contains  among  other  pictures,  a  plate  showing  the  leaders  in  the  movement,  and 
opposite  page  83  is  a  picture  of  Joseph  J*  Singleton.  Also,  a  biographical  sketch 
is  contained  of  many  of  the  leaders,  including  one  of  our  forbear. 

As  Aid-de-camp  to  Governor  Troup 

As  stated  earlier,  Eliza  Coleman  Singleton  died  in  1823>  leaving  no  children  of  the 
marriage.  Shortly  after  her  death  occurs  the  next  mention  of  the  activities  of 
Joseph  J.  The  Department  of  Archives  and  History  of  Georgia  has  several  letters  writ¬ 
ten  by  him,  and  the  earliest  one  is  one  we  will  insert  at  this  point,  since  it  comes 
next  in  chronological  sequence  to  the  period  just  covered. 

He  was  appointed  as  an  aid-do-camp  on  the  staff  of  Governor  Troup,  where  his  duties 
seem  to  have  been  in  connection  with  the  State  r ilitia,  and  the  inspection  of  the. 
various  units  throughout  the  state.  The  letter  preserved  by  the  Archives  is  now  given. 

Clarksboro.  28th  August  1821*. 


Dear  Sir: 

In  complyance  with  your  order  I  herewith  transmit  the  returns  of  the  _ th 

th  and  th  regiments  of  the  Georgia  Ililitia,  it  not  being  as  convenient  to  consoli¬ 
date  themTas  it  would  have  been  were  my  duty  confined  to  one  Brigade  only  and  I  presume 
and  hope  that  regimental  returns  will  answer  the  purpose  intended  by  your  order; 
should  they  not  answer,  I  will  thank  you  to  communicate  your  objections  to  me  and  I 
will  then  endeavor  to  cause  them  to  comply  more  strictly  with  the  order  directing  that 
those  returns  must  correspond  with  those  of  the  Brigade  Inspectors — If  you  will  permit 
me  to  observe,  I  would  say  that  according  to  my  ideas  of  consistency  I  cannot  cause 
them  to  correspond  with  those  of  the  Brigade  Inspectors  and  also  with  my  private  re¬ 
port.  You  will  perceive  in  the  reports  of  the  _ rd  and  _ th  regiments  there  are 

returned  five  Drums  and  five  fifes  when  by  the  by  there  was  not  one  on  the  ground  at 
neither  parade,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  there  was  half  the  number  of  firearms  as  is 
represented  by  the  reports.  There  were  not  more  than  7  or  8  officers  in  uniform  in 
these  two  regiments,  and  with  the  exception  of  Maj.  Beale  I  could  not  discover  one 
which  appeared  to  be  acquainted  with  his  duty,  tho  there  might  have  been  many.  Those 
officers  that  were  in  uniform  are  Majr's'  Patrick  and  Ash,  and  Capt's  Chandler,  Faber  (?) 
Harrison,  Hudson,  and  one  or  two  others  which  I  had  not  an  opportunity  of  learning 
their  names.  It  was  with  difficulty  that  I  could  draw  a  line  of  discrimination  be¬ 
tween  the  balance  and  the  privates  as  regards  their  appearance  and  knowledge  of  duty. 
With  respect  to  the  discipline  of  the  Troops,  it  appeared  to  be  as  bad  as  it  could, 
so  much  so  that  one  would  suppose  that  everything  like  military  pride  was  entirely 
lost . 

The  th  regiment  made  a  much  better  appearance,  the  turn  out  was  much  better, 
officers  better  uniformed  and  Troops  much  better  disciplined  etc.  There  were  but  a 
very  few  officers  on  the  parade  ’without  their  uniform,  and  those  were  principally 
such  as  had  been  recently  appointed.  To  go  into  a  minute  discrimination  as  regards 
the  exact  appearance  and  conduct  of  the  Officers  I  hardly  deem  it  necessary;  indeed 
it  \7o uld  be  an  almost  endless  job,  such  a  one  as  I  do  not  believe  you  wrould  require. 

I  cannot  say  that  I  have  seen  any  others  as  yet  but  two  Officers  which  I  think  merit 
the  notice  of  their  country,  or  in  other  words  appeared  to  discharge  their  duty. in 
every  respect,  and  those  two  are  I  la  j  •  Beale  of  the  2nd  Brigade  of  the  Iith  Division 

and  Maj.  Park  (?  sp.)  of  the  th  regiment,  they  are  both  both  merritorious  young 

officers  both  as  regards  their  appearance  and  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 
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It  is  with  considerable  regret  that  I  have  it  not  in  my  power  to  report  more 
favorable  as  regards  the  Militia  which  has  come  within  my  inspection.  It  appears  to 
me  and  I  have  not  a  doubt  of  the  fact,  that  if  there  is  not  some  alteration  in  the 
present  Militia  System  or  some  new  plan  devised  for  its  better  regulation  than  that 
which  has  been  emphatically  declared  to  be  the  Bullwark  of  our  Country  will  eventually 
become  a  mere  shadow  without  a  substance,  literally  speaking  it  is  almost-  so  now. 

I  shall  always  believe  until  I  am  convinced  to  the  contrary  and  that  by  actual 
experiment  that  the  anual  encampment  System  for  the  discipline  of  the  Militia  is  better 
in  almost  every  respect  than  the  one  now  in  practice. 

I  am  Sir  very  respectfully  your  obedient  humble  servant 

Jos.  J.  Singleton 
Aid  de  camp 


His  Excellency  G.  M,  Troup 


According  to  published  records  "Col."  Singleton  was  on  the  staff  of  Governor  Troup 
during  the  years  1 82U~2^ •  He  seems  to  have  been  known  in  those  days  as  both  "Col." 
and  "Dr."  Singleton.  It  is  stated  by  family  members  who  knew  more  of  his  life  during 
those  times  than  the  present  compiler,  that  he  studied  medicine  not  for  the  purpose 
of  practicing  it  generally,  but  in  order  to  be  able  to  look  after  his  slaves.  Just 
when  and  where  he  obtained  his  medical  training  is  undetermined,  although  it  is  alleged 
that  he  received  his  training  at  "The  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia". 


His  Marriage  to  Mary  Ann  Terrell  and  About  the  Terrells 

The  family  bible  of  Joseph  J.  Singleton  records  the  fact  that  on  January  U,  1825  he 
married  Mary  Ann  Terrell.  She  was  the  youngest  daughter  of  "General"  David  Terrell 
and  his  wife  Mary  Elizabeth  Mounger.  She  was  born  in  1799,  presumably  at  Washington, 
Wilkes  County,  Georgia.  Although  Mary  Ann's  parents  are  buried  near  Greensboro  in 
the  Terrell  family  cemetery  near  Terrell's  Ferry  on  the  Oconee  River,  David  Terrell 
evidently  lived  in  Washington  during  some  of  his  life.  The  lists  of  soldiers  from 

Georgia  who  fought  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution  contain  the  name  of  David  Terrell, 

who  was  at  the  time,  probably  very  young,  for  if  his  birth  date  of  April  h>  1769  is 
correctly  recorded  by  the  family,  he  would  have  been  only  15  years  old  at  the  end  of 
the  war.  It  is  probable  that  his  military  title,  if  not  an  honorary  one,  was  a  result 
of  the  War  of  1812,  rather  than  the  result  of  service  in  the  American  Revolution. 

Eliza  Bowen's  A  Story  of  Wilkes  County  gives  the  information  that  David  Terrell  surveyed 
the  lots  for  the  town  of  Washington,  Georgia  in  1793.  Also,  during  the  period  from 

1797  to  1799  he  is  mentioned  in  this  history  as  Register  of  Probate  for  Viilkes  County. 

This  account  also  mentions  Mrs.  Lucas  of  Athens,  Ga.  and  the  Misses  v'allace  of  Atlanta 
as  lineal  descendants  of  David  Terrell.  Eliza  Bowen  writes  that  the  Hisses  r‘allace 
of  Atlanta  were  among  the  loveliest  young  ladies  of  the  Atlanta  of  the  1890' s. 

Through  marriage  to  Mary  Ann  Terrell  our  family  is  connected  with  a  large  contingent 
of  kinspersons  who  belong  to  the  "Wingf ield-Garland"  relatives,  many  of  whom  lived 
in  Georgia  during  this  era  and  later.  The  following  information  is  a  condensation  of 
some  of  the  information  gathered  by  various  of  the  family  members.  The  history  of 
these  families  extends  exceedingly  far  back  of  the  time  being  told  of  here.  It  is 
difficult  to  give  it  all,  but  the  more  pertinent  facts  are  those  concerning  those  in 
Virginia  and  Georgia. 

John  iVingfield,  born  1690  married  in  Virginia,  Sarah  Garland.  Of  their  children, 

Thomas  Wingfield  married  Elizabeth  Terrell,  and  Frances  Wingfield  married  Willian 
Terrell.  The  descendants  of  these  two  couples  have  many  descendants  in  Georgia. 

The  children  of  these  two  marriages,  therefore,  were  double  first  cousins.  Our  own 
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■i a, .u.j.y  descends  Uirough  r ranees  urngireld  ana  niiiiaiii  itniii,  since  jJavia  Terrell, 
the  father  of  nary  Ann  Terrell  was  the  son  of  these  two.  The  following  chart  gives 
the  line  of  Terrell  descent.  Collateral  lines  are  omitted  on  some  generations,  for 
the  sake  of  clarity. 
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The  Terrells  have  a  lineage  reaching  far  back  in  to  English  history,  and  directly 
back  to  Robert  Terrell,  a  councillor  of  Reading  Borough.  He  married  Jane,  daughter 
of  Robert  Baldwin  at  St.  Giles  Church,  Reading  on  June  29,  1617.  There  is  a  Terrell 
history  by  Sir  Joseph  Henry  Terrell  of  Castle  Knock,  Twickenham,  who  issued  only  150 
copies,  one  of  which  is  in  the  possession  of  Henry  Terrell  of  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

In  this  work  the  Terrells  trace  back,  among  others,  to  Sir  ’Valter  Terrell,  Lord  of 
Poix,  etc.  to  the  Barons  of  France  and  England  who  built  the  Castle  of  Poix  and 
Famechon  in  10l*6,  and  who  was  present  at  the  Battle  of  Hastings  in  1066.  He  died 
in  1080. 

The  Wingfield  family  also  traces  its  lineage  far  back  into  English  history,  where 
there  is  lrringfield  Castle.  Their  line  in  America,  as  stated  by  family  members  dates 
from  the  Wingfiold  who  arrived  in  America  on  the  well-known  boat  "The  Mayflower." 

The  Mounger  family,  forbears  of  Mary  Ann  Terrell  Singleton,  were  Huguenots,  and  the 
name  is  sometimes  spelled  Hunger.  They  emigrated  from  South  Carolina  into  Georgia 
and  after  the  Revolution,  some  of  the  family  were  in  Washington,  Wilkes  County,  Ga. 
Mary  Ann  Terrell’s  mother  was  Mary  Mounger,  daughter  of  Henry  Mounger  and  wife  Mary  E, 
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19. 

Joseph  J.  Singleton  and  family  Hove  bo  Dahlonega-To  the  Gold  Fields 

The  date  at  which  the  Joseph  J.  Singleton  family  moved  from  Jackson  County,  Georgia 
to  Dahlonega  is  not  known  by  the  compiler.  Since  he  went  as  a  delegate  to  the 
Convention  of  1833,  it  is  presumed  that  he  attended  as  a  delegate  from  Jackson  County, 
which  he  had  represented  in  the  State  Legislature.  David  T0  Singleton  stated  in  a 
letter  that  the  five  children  born  to  Joseph  J.  and  Mary  Ann  were  born  in  Jackson 
County.  Since  the  youngest  daughter,  Frances (or  Fannie)  Garland  was  born  in  l83h, 
the  move  must  have  occurred  after  that  time.  Also,  he  stated  that  Elizabeth  Hangum 
and  her  tvo  daughters  arrived  at  their  home  in  Dahlonega  about  the  year  1836,  when 
he (David  T.)  was  a  small  boy,  and  that  that  the  memory  of  his  father’s  and  aunt’s 
long  embrace,  upon  her  arrival  there,  will  long  be  engraved  upon  his  memory.  From 
these  two  circumstances  it  would  appear  that  it  must  have  been  some  time  between 
1 83U  and  1836  that  the  move  took  place. 

It  might  be  well  to  rely  on  the  published  material  available,  including  the  words 
of  some  who  knew  this  family  personally;  therefore  the  following  excerpts  from  History 
of  Lumpkin  County,  Cain,  Andrew  H.;  Stein  Printing  Co„,  Atlanta,  1932  give  us  about 
as  accurate  a  picture  of  those  times  as  it  would  be  possible  to  obtain  elsewhere. 

The  portions  which  it  is  thought  would  be  of  interest  about  Dahlonega  and  the  U.  S. 
Branch  Mint  there,  and  the  Joseph  J.  Singleton  family  are  now  quoted: 

’•About  this  time (the  author  was  pseaking  of  the  era  of  the  mid-l830’s )  A.  G.  T impy, 

Dr,  J.  J,  Singleton,  and  Milligan  Quillian  came  to  Dahlonega.  The  presence  of  such 
men  had  an  excellent  moral  influence  and  aided  much  in  the  establishment  of  churches 
and  the  building  up  of  business....” 

"It  is  a  pretty  well  established  fact  that  the  first  move  for  a  branch  mint  in  Dahlon¬ 
ega  came  about  as  the  result  of  a  discussion  at  the  Paschal  Hotel  in  Auraria....  On 
March  3*  1835,  it  was  duly  enacted  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  ‘That  branch 
mints  of  the  United  States  shall  be  established  as  follows:  One  branch  at  the  city  of 
New  Orleans  for  the  coinage  of  gold  and  silver;  one  branch  at  the  town  of  Charlotte 
in  Mecklenburg  County  in  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  for  the  coinage  of  gold  only; 
and  one  branch  at  or  near  Dahlonega,  in  Lumpkin  County,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  also 

for  the  coinage  of  gold  only . For  the  branch  at  New  Orleans,  the  sum  of  (>200, 000; 

for  the  branch  at  Charlotte,  (#0,000;  and  for  the  branch  at  Dahlonega,  (#0,000 . 

The  following  officers  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate:  One  Superintendent,  one  treasurer,  one  assayer,  one  chief 
coiner,  one  melter,  one  refiner.  And  the  superintendent  of  each  mint  shall  engage 
and  employ  as  many  subordinate  workmen  and  servants  as  shall  be  provided  by  law;  aid 
the  salaries  of  the  said  officials  and  clerks  shall  be  as  follows:  For  the  branches 
at  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega,  to  the  superintendents,  each  the  sum  of  02,000,  who  shall 
respectively  discharge  the  duties  of  treasurers;  to  the  chief  coiners,  each  the  sum 
of  Ol,5>00;  to  the  assayers,  refiners,  and  melters,  each  the  sum  of  .1,500;  to  the 
clerks,  not  exceeding  one  at  each  branch,  the  sum  of  01,000. • . • •" 

"The  machinery  for  the  branch  mint  at  Dhalonega  was  shipped  by  sea  to  Savannah,  arriv¬ 
ing  there  in  Hay,  1 83 7 •  From  that  point  it  was  hauled  overland  to  Dahlonega.  Diffi¬ 
culties  in  transportation  were  encountered  and  delays  resulted.  After  the  workmen 
employed  at  Charlotte  had  finished  their  task,  they  proceeded  to  Dahlonega  to  erect 
the  machinery  there;  and  they  completed  their  work  early  in  November,  1837.... The  mint 
began  operations  in  1838  and  continued  until  February,  l86l,  when  it  was  closed  on 
account  of  the  Civil  Mar." 

"The  following  is  an  excerpt  from  an  article  on  ’Dahlonega  in  1838’  by  one  who  signed 
himself  "Old  Citizen" :  That  which  contributed  to  the  appearance  and  well  being  of 
the  town  more  than  any  one  object  was  the  United  States  Hint,  a  splendid  edifice 
located  on  a  prominent  eminence,  in  full  viev;  of  and  a  short  distance  from  the  public 
square.  This  institution  went  into  active . operation  in  1 83 7 •  The  officers  in  charge 
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were  Dr.  J.  J.  Singleton,  ± 'resident,  David  Ii.  Mason,  chief  coiner,  and  General 
rarnum,  assayer,  and  assistants,  who  were  all  courteous  and  efficient  officers  *  The 
labor  performed  in  this  institution  for  a  number  of  years  mas  great.  Depositors 
from  all  parts  of  the  country  heavily  laden  with  the  precious  metal  made  daily  appear¬ 
ance  at  the  counter  of  the  President,  while  hundreds  from  a  distance  visited  the 
institution  from  curiosity  to  sec  the  fine  machinery  and  the  operation  of  the  various 
processes  through  which  the  gold  would,  pass  before  becoming  currency.  That  of  coining 
or  making  the  stamp  or  impression  was  the  most  pleasing  to  visitors.  From  under  the 
die  one-half  and  one-fourtheagles  would  be  discharged  at  the  rate  of  fifty  to  sixty 
per  minute.  This  was  certainly  making  money  with  rapidity.  The  coining  being  over 
it  was  returned  to  the  president,  who  in  turn  paid  it  out  to  depositors,  to  enter  the 
busy  mercantile  world." 


"The  Baptist  Church  at  Dahlonega 


Several  of  the  newcomers  in  the  county  had  letters  of  dismissal  which  they  had  brought 
with  them.  These  assembled  on  march  27,  1835,  probably  at  the  house  of  Rev.  Uilliam 
Kimzey,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  "Baptist  Church  of  Christ  at  Kimzey  Creek".... 
There  were  only  seven  members  at  the  organization  of  the  church,  but  during  the  three 
years  it  remained  at  Kimzey's  Creek  the  membership  increased  beyond  fifty,  one  of 

whom  as  a  negro,  known  as  "Free  Jim" .  In  August,  1838,  the  little  church  was 

abandoned.  A  part  of  the  membership  "retired  to  town",  as  they  stated  in  their  min¬ 
utes  of  that  day . The  first  authentic  meeting  at  Dahlonega  was  on  September  1, 

1338,  at  Yrhich  time  a  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Robert  Obar.  At  that  service  Hary 
Ann  Singleton,  James  Kilgore,  and  brilliam  I  Martin  presented  their  applications  for 
membership." 

•j 

Quoted  from  Sixty  Years  of  the  Life  of  a  Country  Village  Baptist  Church  by  Col.  V\7.-  P. 
Price,  1897,  and  contained  in  Cain 'sTTistory  of  Lumpkin  County: 

"The  Baptists  of  Dahlonega  may  have  been  the  first  to  begin  the  war (Note :  war  against 
vice  and  corruption  which  was  trying  to  flourish  in  the  gold  mining  boom  tovm),  but 
they  were  ably  reinforced  by  the  Hethodists  in  181+2,  and  the  Presbyterians  in  181+7. 

It  is  highly  proper  in  this  connection  to  mention  some  of  the  noble  Christians  of 
other  denominations  who  never  laid  down  their  weapons.  Without  giving  dates,  I  remem¬ 
ber  the  family  of  Dr.  Joseph  J.  Singleton,  whose  wife  was  the  first  to  put  her  letter 
into  the  Baptist  Church  the  day  of  its  first  meeting.  The  town  was  in  its  infancy 
when  Doctor  Singleton  moved  in.  He  was  not  a  member  of  any  church  himself,  but  helped 
to  build  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  his  wife  was  a  member.  In  fact,  he  was  one  of 
the  building  committee,  while  he  belonged  to  no  particular  church  he  was  known  far 
and  wid e  for  his  kindness  and  charity.  His  youngest  daughter,  Mrs.  A.  M,  Vallace,  of 

Atlanta . spoke  of  her  father  and  of  what  were  his  religious  views:  To  sum  it  all, 

she  says  that  her  father  would  often  repeat  to  her  the  words  of  the  Apostle  James: 

'Pure religion  and  undefiled  before  God  and  the  Father  is  this:  To  visit  the  father¬ 
less  and  widows  in  their  affliction,  and  to  keep  himself  unspotted  from  the  world. 1 
To  him  (Note:  Col,  vV,  p,  Price)  he  is  indebted  for  some  school  advantages,  and  he 
supposed  that  the  doctor  was  a  member  of  a  Christian  Church  until  he  was  nearly  twenty 
years  old.  Dr.  Singleton's  children  were  divided  between  Presbyterians  and  Hethodists. 
Prof.  Joseph  J.  Singleton  became  a  useful  minister  in  the  Methodist  church.  The 
Thomas  family  moved  in  from  Hancock  county.  They  were  all  Methodists — among  them 
Prof.  J.  R.  Thomas,  lately  deceased,  of  California." 

"The  old  college  building,  completed  in  1833  as  a  mint  building  cost  870,000.  It 
contains  27  rooms,  most  of  which  are  splendidly  constructed  for  school  purposes." 

"The  following  were  Lumpkin  County  senators  under  that  provision:  J.  J.  Singleton, 
1853,  James  Cantrell,  1355,  J.  B.  Graham,  1857,  Harrison  Vf*  Riley,  1858." 

"Judges  of  the  Inferior  Court:  Joseph  James  Singleton,  Sept.  20,  1852  to  Jan.  8,  1853; 
Jan.  8,  1853  to 'April  ),  l05U(died)." 
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21. 


The  following  is  quoted  in  Lumpkin  County  History,  as  from  an  article  by  Rev.  !;.  J. 
Cotter,  Jr.,  Pastor  of  the  Dahlonega  uethodist  Church  in  the  middle  forties:  ,,Hardly 
anywhere  wise  could  there  have  been  a  more  intelligent  and  moral  community.  J,  R, 
Thomas,  D.D.,  Ll.D.,  longtime  president  of  Emory  College,  Dr.  and  iirs.  Ben  Smith,  the 

:  aysons.  Halls,  Gowdeys,  and  many  other  nice  people  lived  in  the  county . Dr.  Thomas 

preached  once  a  month  on  Sunday.  Large  congregations  attended,  and  I  did  missionary 
work  with  the  gold  diggers." 


Cain’s  History  provides  tables  showing  the  amounts  of  gold  coined  in  various  years. 

In  all  ..'6,106,  569  was  coined  into  money  at  the  Dahlonega  Branch'  Hint .  In  the  year 
101|2  the  largest  amount  was  coined-vU92,260j  in  1852  it  was  6^57,260;  in  1853  (M8,390; 
in  18^4  3282 0065 •  l'rom  l8%3~5b  the  amount  of  gold  coined  declined  steadily  until  in 
the  year  1055  only ')L12,l60  was  coined. 


Dr.  Joseph  J.  Singleton  built  what  has  been  described  as  a  very  beautiful  home  in 
Dahlonega.  It  overlooked  the  town  and  a  valley  almost  in  direct  line  of  view  of  the 
eminence  on  the  other  side  of  the  little  valley  where  stood  the  Branch  Iviinto  The 
house  was^burned  and  another  house  built  on  the  same  spot,  using  the  original  chimneys, 
x'lr.  heir  o.  GailHaiid,  an  attorney  of  that  town,  now  lives  in  the  house  that  was  re¬ 
built  on  the  spot  of  the  Singleton  home.  Unfortunately  for  us,  with  the  home's  burning, 
much  information  that  we  would  like  to  have  was  probably  destroyed  in  the  fire.  This 
loss  of  the  home  (year  unknown  to  the  compiler)  has  been  our  biggest  single  deterrent 
to  being  able  to  give  more  of  the  family  history,  which  in  all  probability  would  have 
been  in  papers  of  all  kinds. 


However  unfortunate  for  us  the  burning  of  the  house  was,  we  have  had  the  good  fortune 
to  have  other  members  of  the  family  who  lived  on  there,  and  who  made  inquiries  and 
handed  down  to  us  what  is  known.  Joseph  J.  Singleton  Jro  and  his  family,  lived  in 
Dahlonega  in  about  the  1880's,  where  he  taught  in  the  North  Georgia  College,  which 
is  on  the  location  of  the  old  Hint  Building.  The  Hint  Building  was  destroyed  by  fire 
also,  but  pictures  show  it  to  be  a  very  handsome  edifice.  A  picture  of  it  is  shown 
in  the  Cain  History  of  Lumpkin  County. 

Evidently,  Elizabeth  Singleton  I.Iangum  must  have  lived  with  her  brother  until  possibly 
her  daughters  married,  for_in  the  census  of  1850  her  name  is  not  among  the  names  of 
her  brother's  household.  Josoph  J.  Singleton  Jr.'s  family  was  a  separate  household 
in  that  census,  and  Joseph  J.  or.  was  iismee  as  "miner1  and  the  occupation  of  Joseph 
J.  Jr.  was  gi/en  as  "teacher".  David  f.  Singleton  stated  in  old  letters  that  his 
Aunt  Mangum" lived  with  her  brother  for  many  years;  but  she  evidently  did  make  her 
home  with  her  daughters  after  their  marriages;  the  daughter  Margaret,  born  Feb.  11 
1-25  and  died  April  21,  I8I46.  She  married  a  Hr.  Gartrell,  a  widower  with  several 
children,  ^he  only  lived  a  short  time  after  her  marriage.  She  is  buried  in  Dahlon¬ 
ega,  in  a  lot  where  her  sister  Haney  Cary  Mangum  is  also  buried,  ^ancy  married 
first,  Hr.  Charles  Courtnay,  an  Englishman,  who  lived  north  of  Dahlonega,  and  after 
Jiis  death  she  married  Dr.  John  A.  Moody.  Nancy  was  born  March  31,  1827  and  died 
may  8,  1902.  The  cemetery  lot  where  they  are  buried  contains  the  graves  of  all  of 
those  mentioned  except  Mr.  Gartrell.  Also,  the  lot  contains  the  marker  of  Elizabeth 
Mangum*  -hus,  as  late  as  1902  some  of  the  family  were  known  to  Dahlonega,  although 
a  newspaper  clipping  concerning  Nancy's  death  stated  that  she  had  lived  away  from 

ahlonega  for  many  years* if  she  loft  children,  their’  identity  is  lost.  No  living  chil¬ 
dren  were  mentioned  at  that  time. 

Elizabeth  Mangum  died  at  Dahlonega  on  April  26,  1856,  according  to  information  furn¬ 
ished  by  the  marker  at  her  grave.  Adjoining  the  lot  where  the  Mangum  family  is  bur¬ 
ied  is  an  entirely  vacant  cemetery  lot,  with  a  low  coping  around  it,  where  Dr.  J,  J, 
inglcton  must  have  been  buried  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  remains  were  evidently 
ransf erred  at  a  later  date  to  the  Singlcton-Lucas  lot  in  the  Athens  Cemetery,  for 
tombstones  there  show  both  him  and  his  wife  to  now  be  interred  there. 
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Some  of  the  descendants  of  William  Henry  Mangum,  Elizabeth  Singleton’s  oldest  child, 
live  in  Yazoo  City,  Mississippi.  Correspondence  years  ago,  between  Mrs.  Margaret 
Louise  Dyer  and  her  cousins  in  Georgia  and  later  correspondence  with  one  of  her 
granddaughters,  lists  the  following  descendants  of  Elizabeth: 

William  Henry  Mangum,  born  1810,  died  1890,  married  "first"  Martha  Caroline 
Johnson  of  Tennessee.  This  would  seem  to  imply  a  second  marriage,  but  if  this 
were  true,  no  information  about  the  marriage  or  descendants  of  that  marriage 
have  been  made  known.  The  children  of  the  first  marriage,  and  grandchildren 
and  great  grandchildren  are  as  follow: 

I.  Francis  Mangum,  Be  1839*  d.  181|5 

II.  Catherine  Mangum,  bQ  lOljl,  d.  1851 

III.  Margaret  Louise,  b.  May  1,  18U3.  She  married  September  3*  1867  Capt. 
Charles  G.  Dyer  of  Albemarle  County,  Virginia.  Their  children  and 
grandchildren  were: 

A.  Francis  G.  Dyer,  b.  1869.  Unmarried. 

B.  Rosalie  Dyer,  b.  April  29,  1872,  d.  195U.  She  married  on  April  25, 
1893  Robert  Dixon  Saunders.  They  lived  in  Yazoo  City,  Mississippi 
and  had  the  following  children: 

1.  Louise  Saunders,  married  Joseph  Arnold  Warren.  They  have  one 
daughter : 

a.Beverly,  who  married  Benton  Payne  Estes,  and  they  have  a 
daughter: 

(1)  Anne  Calvert  Estes 

2.  Beverly  (a  son  whose  history  is  not  given) 

3.  Claudia  May  Saunders,  who  married  LeGrand  Capers  Wilson.  This 
couple  now  live  in  the  Dixon  Saunders  home  in  Yazoo  City. 

The  compiler  of  this  history  once  visited  in  Mrs.  Saunder's  home  in  about  1932  and 
there  met  Mrs,  Dyer,  who  was  quite  aged  at  the  time,  but  very  alert, and  interested 
in  meeting  the  first  of  her  Singleton  kinder sons  that  she  had  ever  had  an  opportunity 
to  see.  She  had  corresponded  many  years  before  this  from  time  to  time,  with  David 
Terrell  Singleton,  Mrs.  Martha  Singleton  Cook  and  Miss  Mary  E.  Singleton. 

More  About  the  Dahlonega  Era 

Drc  J.  J.  Singleton’s  appointment  to  the  position  of  Superintendent  (or  Branch  Treas¬ 
urer)  of  the  Dahlonega  Mint  was  no  doubt  a  political  appointment.  He  and  John  C„ 
Calhoun  were  in  all  probability  the  largest  producers  of  gold  in  that  region,  and  it 
is  probable  that  they  were  the  ones  who  desired  and  proposed  that  the  Government 
place  a  branch  mint  there— with  the  result  that  Singleton  was  appointed  its  superin¬ 
tendent  "by  the  President  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate."  He  surely 
had  some  interest  in  political  affairs,  although  they  probably  weren't  his  main 
interests.  An  impression  that  he  was  appointed  to  his  position  at  the  Dahlonega 
Branch  Mint  through  influence  at  the  White  House,  of  his  cousin  Angelica  Singleton 
Van  Buren,  must  certainly  be  discounted.  The  compiler’s  reason  for  advancing  this 
supposition  follows. 

Angelica  Van  Buren  did  not  meet  her  future  husband  Abram  Van  Buren,  son  of  President 
Martin  Van  Buren,  until  some  time  during  the  year  of  1837 •  This  fact  is  recorded 
in  The  Singletons  of  South  Carolina  as  well  as  in  encyclopedias.  After  meeting  him 
in  Washington,  while  visiting  her  kinswoman  Dolly  Madison,  she  wa3  married  "one  year 
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later"  at  her  home  in  South  Carolina.  She  and  Abram  Van  Buren  were  married  in 
November,  1838.  Yet,  in  February,  and  even  January,  some  ten  or  eleven  months  be¬ 
fore  her  marriage,  appeared  letters,  two  of  which  are  now  in  the  Georgia  State 
Archives,  sighed  by  Jos.  J0  Singleton  with  -^designation  as  Supt.  U.  S.  Branch  Mint. 

In  the  first  letter,  written  in  January,  1838  he  writes  to  Governor  Gilmer  that  he 
has  seen  by  the  public  papers  that  the  Governor  has  issued  an  order  inviting  a  com¬ 
pany  of  infantry  to  offer  their  services  to  the  U.  S.  to  bo  stationed  at  "this  place" 
until  the  treaty  between  the  U,  S.  and  the  Cherokee  Indians  is  carried  into  effect. 

He  begs  to  be  informed  by  return  mail  whether  any  company  has  responded.  He  suggests 
that  if  no  company  responds  immediately,  the  Governor  take  steps  to  draft  assistance. 
He  states  that  he  makes  the  request  under  the  full  persuasion  that  there  is  an  abso¬ 
lute  necessity  for  this  service  for  the  protection  of  the  public  property  at  this 
place.  He  says  that  the  Branch  Hint  will  be  in  operation  in  a  short  time  and  that 
gold  bullion  to  a  large  amount  will  be  deposited  in  it  for  coinage,  and  that  should 
the  Indians  become  hostile,  it  is  thought  that  this  place  would  be  the  first  object 
of  attack. 

Another  letter,  written  February  26,  1838  by  him  to  Governor  Gilmer  is  given  in  full 
below: 


"Branch  of  the  U.  S.  Hint 
Dahlonega,  26th  Feb.  1 83 8 

Dear  Sir: 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellencies  letter  of  the  12th  Inst.,  pro¬ 
pounding  several  questions  relative  to  the  safety  of  the  Citizens  of  this  section  of 
the  State  from  Indian  depredations.  I  am  fearful  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give 
you  such  answers  as  will  facilitate  the  laudable  designs  of  your  Excellency  in  extend¬ 
ing  that  kind  of  protection  to  the  people  of  the  Cherokee  Country  which  I  believe 
they  now,  and  will  stand  in  need  of  until  the  Indians  are  removed.  The  Indians  to 
be  sure  are  now  peacible,  but  the  question  is  how  long  will  they  remain  so;  we  know 
that’ they  are  a  revengeful  people,  with  no  dependence  upon  their  professions  of  friend¬ 
ship,  and  we  are  fully  aware  of  their  opposition  to  the  Treaty  and  determination  not 
to  remove  without  compulsory  measures,  and  they  now  know  that  these  measures  will  be 
adopted,  and  that  in  a  short  time;  then  why  should  we  place  the  small  expense  of 
protection  in  competition  with  the  value  of  our  lives. 

The  responsibilities  incident  to  your  office  are  not  worthy  of  a  question,  when 
brought  in  contact  with  the  object  for  which  they  were  incurred*  Please  pardon  me 
for  the  remarks. 


In  answer  to  your  1st  question,  I  will  observe  that  I  have  heard  of  no  design  or 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  to  commence  hostilities  upon  our  people,  and 
as  regards  the  probability  of  their  doing  so,  we  should  only  look  back  to  the  scenes 
of  Roan  Oak-*-  and  other  depredations  by  the  Creeks  and  their  ultimate  punishment: 
which  was  only  to  go  to  Arkansas.  This  I  consider  (sp?  conceive)  equally  applicable 
to  the  Cherokees.  Your  2d  question,  asking  is  there  any  danger  before  the  time  of 
their  removal.  I  answer  that  I  believe  there  is.  Your  3d  question  is  difficult  to 
answer,  because  I  do  not  know  how  many  troops  are  at  this  time  stationed  in  the 
Cherokee  part  of  Georgia.  I  would  suppose  that  1000  men-well  armed  and  properly 
distributed  throughout  the  country  would  be  sufficient  to  command  a  complyance  with 
the  Treaty,  without  bloodshed,  and  the  particular  points  already  selected  by  your 


1  Roan  Oak  -  a  small  village  on  the  Chattahoochee  River  in  Stewart  County, 
Georgia.  After  a  sudden  and  bloody  assault  the  town  was  reduced  to  ashes 
by  the  Indians  who  made  tho  attack. 
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Excellency  for  the  stationing  of  troops  appears  to  me  to  be  the  most  susceptible  of 
danger . 

The  three  companies  ordered  into  the  Cherokee  Country  the  week  preceding  your  letter, 
I  have  not  heard  of  their  arrival,  at  least  the  Company  destined  for  this  place  has 
not  yet  arrived,  and  from  what  I  hear,  I  think  it  doubtful  whether  they  vd  11  come 
or  not. 

At  the  time  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  upon  this  subject  I  also  felt  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  write  Col.  Lindsey,  who  had  the  kindness  to  comply  with  ny  desire 
immediately,  by  sending' for  our  protection  a  fine  company  of  mounted  Riflemen,  ifehich 
are  nor;  stationed  here,  and  I  presume  will  remain  until  some  other  Company  comes. 

I  will  with  much  pleasure  communicate  to  your  Excolle  ncy  from  time  to  time  any  infor¬ 
mation  which  I  may  deem  necessary  to  enable  you  to  afford  such  protection  as  the 
exigencies  of  the  Country  require;  or  any  other  facilities  which  I  can  render  will 
be  promptly  attended  to. 


I  am,  most  respectfully  Sir 
Your  humble  servant 


Jos.  J,  Singleton 


His  Excellency 
George  R.  Gilmer 
Milledgeville,  Georgia” 


The  foregoing  two  letters,  signed  by  Singleton  as  an  official  at  the  Branch  Mint, 
were  written  at  a  time  when  it  is  doubtful  wh ether  Angelica  Singleton  was  even 
engaged  to  Abram  Van  Buren0  However,  she  could  have  been  engaged  to  him,  but  if  so  , 
the  engagement  would  have  been  such  a  recent  thing  that  it  is  not  thought  that  she 
would  be  interested  at  that  stage  in  seeking  or  endorsing  appointments  of  her  rela¬ 
tives,  nor  is  it  thought  that  she  would  have  done  so  even  at  a  later  date.  Singleton 
was  fairly  well  known  throughout  the  state,  and  he  may  well  have  been  on  fairly  intim¬ 
ate  terms  with  Jonn  C.  Calhoun;  he  had  been  appointed  Aide-de-camp  to  Governor  Troop, 
who  was  not  only  governor  of  Georgia,  but  was  also  a  well  thought  of  Congressman, 
at  another  era  of  his  life.  It  is  more  likely  that  some  of  these  persons  were  the 
ones  who  proposed  or  endorsed  Singleton’s  appointment  to  the  Branch  Mint  position 
rather  than  any  influence  of  a  woman  cousin  in  another  state.  It  is  even  possible 
that  he  knew  personally  Andrew  Jackson,  since  Jackson  had  lived,  married,  and  engaged 
in  the  slave  trade  in  a  section  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  (at  Bruinsburg)  where 
Singleton  had  lived  when  a  young  man.  However  the  appointment  came  about,  it  is  felt 
that  the  story  relative  to  Angelica  Singleton  Van  Buren’s  hand  in  it  is  unfortunate, 
especially  since  it  is  no  doubt  an  anachronism. 

From  what  can  be  ascertained,  it  is  pretty  clear  that  Singleton’s  gold  mining  opera¬ 
tions  were  conducted  concurrently  with  his  tenure  of  office  at  the  Branch  Mint.  His 
son-in-law  Montgomery  Porter  Wingfield  and  his  wife,  formerly  Mary  E.  Singleton,  were 
members  of  the  J.  J®  singleton,  Sr.  household  when  the  1850  census  was  taken,  as  were 
some  of  the  Wingfield  children.  Wingfield's  occupation  was  given  as  "miner"  and  it 
is  probable  that  he  was  associated  in  the  mining  business  with  his  father-in-law. 

The  census  returns  also  show  that  Joseph  J.  Singleton,  Sr®  was  perhaps  the  largest 
holder  of  real  property  in  that  vicinity.  No  doubt,  the  bulk  of  his  estate  was  tied 
up  in  gold  mining  property. 

Few  Personal  Facts  Known  About  Mary  Ann  Terrell 

Unfortunately,  no  persons  are  now  living  who  could  tell  us  any  of  the  personal  details 
about  Mary  Ann  Terrell.  She  was  evidently  a  very  devout  Christian,  and  a  good  wife 
and  mother.  «~>he  did  rear  five  children  to  maturity,  which  for  the  times  v/as  remarkable. 
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25. 

In  Cain’s  History  of  Lumpkin  County  it  Is  stated  that  Dr.  Singleton  was  known  far  and 
wide  for  his  kindness  and  charitableness.  His  family  Bible  contains  the  birth  date 
and  the  fact  of  the  marriage  of  Gabriella  Pendergrass  to  William  H.  Evans.  Family 
members  recall  that  she  was  the  adopted  daughter  of  Singleton.  It  is  believed  that 
V,  H.  Evans  was  a  Ilethodist  minister  of  that  day.  Also,  other  records  state  that 
Joseph  J,  Singleton  a  nd  his  wife  reared  an  orphan  boy.  The  1850  census  records 
show  a  young  male  by  the  surname  of  Owens  to  have  been  a  member  Qf  the  household. 

This  could  well  be  the  young  child  referred  to.  Gabriella  Pendergrass’  birth  date 
was  shown  in  the  Bible  as  1821;  she  might  possibly  have  been  a  relative  of  the 
second  wife,  Eliza  Coleman,  since  Singleton  was  married  to  Eliza  Coleman  during  that 
time.  Colonel  b .  P.  Price,  who  at  a  later  era  was  Dahlonega’s  most  prominent  citizen, 
acknowledged  having  received  part  of  his  education  through  Dr.  Singleton* 

From  the  foregoing  incidents  it  is  evident  that  Joseph  Jo  Singleton,  Sr.  had  the 
approval  and  active  assistance  of  his  wife  in  his  practice  of  aiding  the  less  fortun¬ 
ate.  Legislative  records  show  that  he  frequently  made  pleas  for  the  kindly  treatment 
of  widows,  orphans,  debtors,  and  other  unfortunate  persons.  Mary  Ann  Terrell  must 
have  been  his  right  hand  of  accomplishment  in  most  or  all  of  his  humanitarian  acts* 
Certainly  one  does  not  take  in, and  rear  children  in  his  home  without  the  concurrence 
of  one's  wife.  No  doubt,  his  early  experiences  as  an  orphan  himself,  the  loss  of 
two  wives  before  he  was  35  years  old  (neither  of  whom  left  children)  had  much  to  do 
with  the  pattern  of  his  home  life.  He  lived  to  see  three  of  his  chilcJren  grown,  mar- 
ried,with  children  of  their  own,  and  it  is  felt  that  these  grandchildren  must  surely 
have  added  great  pleasure  to  his  and  his  wife’s  latter  years. 

Mary  Ann  Terrell  died  in  Athens, Georgia  in  December,  1871,  at  the  age  of  72  years; 
she  therefore  outlived  her  husband  by  seventeen  years.  By  that  time  she  was  a  grand¬ 
mother  many  times  over,  and  many  of  her  children  and  grandchildren  were  in  or  near 
Athens.  It  is  understood  that  there  is  a  memorial  window  to  her  memory  in  one  of 
the  Dahlonega  churches . 

Joseph  J.  Singleton,  Sr,  died  on  April  9,  1851;  at  Dahlonega.  It  is  believed  that  he 
must  have  been  buried  there  originally,  but  that  at  a  later  date  his  remains  v;ere 
removed  to  the  side  of  those  of  his  wife .  It  is  not  known  by  this  compiler  when 
Mary  Ann  Singleton  removed  to  Athens,  but  no  doubt  it  was  subsequent  to  the  burning 
of  the  home  at  Dahlonega. 

Apparently,  Joseph  J,  Singleton,  Sr.  died  without  having  made  a  will,  since  adminis¬ 
trators  were  appointed  by  the  court  in  November,  185U.  The  older  son  Joseph  Jr,  was 
no  doubt  in  California,  and  the  younger  son,  David  T.  was  making  plans  to  be  married 
the  next  week. 


J 


Tor 


NOTE: 

The  remainder  of  this  history  will  be  divided  into  five  sections,  each  of  which  will 
relate  what  has  been  ascertained  concerning  the  five  children  of  Joseph  J0  Singleton, 
Sr.  and  Mary  Ann  Terrell  and  their  respective  descendants. 

It  is  hoped  that  readers  of  this  history  will  bear  in  mind  that  because  of  the  fact 
that  this  project  was  originated  primarily  for  the  descendants  of  Joseph  James  Single¬ 
ton,  Jr.,  naturally  more  material  was  available  on  that  branch.  On  some  of  the  other 
lour  lines  it  was  possible,  after  a  diligent  search,  to  uncover  in  some  cases  only 
very  sketchy  information.  The  other  four  lines  would  have  been  covered  equally  as 
fully  had  those  descendants  furnished  the  material  to  the  compiler,  when  they  were 
requested  to  do  so. 
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SECTION  I 


26. 


DIARY  ELIZABETH  SINGLETON  -  MONTGOMERY  PORTER  WINGFIELD  FAMILY 

It  is  perhaps  the  most  unfortunate  circumstance  of  all  in  compiling  this  record 
of  the  family,  that  practically  nothing  could  be  ascertained  about  the  oldest  daugh¬ 
ter  and  her  family*  This  was  despite  the  fact  that  numerous  leads  were  followed, 
none  of  which  produced  any  results  whatsoever  as  to  who  or  where  are  now  descendants 
of  ^this  branch  of  the  family 0  Your  compiler  has  sd ught  earnestly  for  record  of  them, 
ana  it  is  with  sincere  regret  that  unless  this  little  work  remains  unfinished,  the 
following  information  which  has  to  do  with  this  family  be  inserted  in  its  proper 

place  chronologically,  and  that  we  move  on  to  other  branches,  which  it  was  possible 
to  trace. 

The  following  records  are  contained  in  the  family  Bible  of  Dr.  J.  J0  Singleton 
and  his  wife: 

Hiss  Mary  E.  Singleton  and  Ii0  P.  Wingfield  were  married  2nd  April,  181*5. 

There  appear  then  the  following  birth  records: 

Anna  Hill  Wingfield  was  born  1st  March,  I8I4.6 
Mary  Augustin  Wingfield  was  born  5th  Dec.  18U7 
Joseph  Singleton  Wingfield  was  born  2nd  March,  1850 
John  Montgomery  Wingfield  was  born  7th  August,  1852 
Fannie  Lucas  Wingfield  was  born  7th  February,  1855 
James  Porter  Wingfield  was  born  November  11th,  1857 
William  Crawford  Wingfield  was  born  March  10th,  l86l 
Julian  Lee  Wingfield  was  born  l8th  October,  1865 

Among  the  deaths  recorded  is  the  following: 

Anna  Hill  Wingfield  died  27th  April,  181*8 
Another  marriage  recorded  is: 

Charles  Smith  and  Miss  Minnie  A«  Wingfield  were  married 

5th  December,  1866 

The  last  entry  is  no  doubt  Mary  Augustin  Wingfield,  oldest  child,  after  the  death 
of  Anna  Hill  Wingfield. 

This  family,  as  stated  earlier,  lived  within  the  household  of  Mary's  parents  at  the 
time  of  the  1850  census.  It  is  known  that  some  descendants  live  in  Atlanta,  Georgia 
but  it  has  proven  impossible  to  hear  from  them  regarding  their  family  members. 

In  the  Index  to  Compiled  Service  Records  of  Confederate  Soldiers  from  Georgia,  A.  G. 
Office,  National  Archives  and  Records  Service,  Mashington,  D0  C»  is  an  entry  as 
stated  below: 

Reel  No*  66 

Name  Montgomery  P,  1  ingfield 

Organization  Co*  D  3rd  Reg.  Ga.  Inf. 

Rank  Pvt. 

Remarks:  No  other  information  found 
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27. 


JOSEPH  JAMES  SINGLETON,  JR,  -  FRANC INA  REBECCA  THOMAS  FAMILY 


Joseph  J.,  Jr o  was  the  second  child  of  his  parents  and  the  older  of  the  two  boys  in 
the  family  of  five  children.  He  was  born  June  6,  1827  in  Jackson  County.  His  early 
schooling  was .  much  the  same  as  that  cf  other  children  of  that  dayc  He  received  his 
higher  education  at  the  University  cf  Georgia,  where  he  was  a  class  leader  and  was 
graduated  with  the  Master's  degree  in  the  class  of  181-8.  His  name  appears  on  a  list 
of  graduates  as  Methodist  Preacher  and  Planter.”  He  evidently  assisted  his  father 
in  the  operation  of  the  mines  at  Dahlonega,  but  the  18^0  census  of  Dahlonega  gives 
his  occupation  as  "teacher 0”  Since  there  was  an  Academy  at  Dahlonega  in  its  early 
days,  it  must  have  been  in  this  school  that  young  Joseph  J,  taught. 

Some  of  his  descendants  have  probably  read  in  a  newspaper  feature  article  of  his 
experience  at  the  age  of  about  twelve  years  old  of  taking  a  considerable  quantity  of 
gold  coins,  tied  up  in  flour  sacks,  to  the  bank  in  Athens.  The  ride  by  buggy  was 
weii  over  a  day 's . journey  and  he  had  to  spend  the  night  with  an  old  couple  on  the 
way.  then  he  arrived  at  the  bank,  after  hours, he  was  told  that  the  directors  of  the 
bank  were  in  a  meeting.  He  said  to  the  custodian  that  he  had  brought  the  gold  from 
Dahlonega  and  must  see  Mr,  Hull,  E'hen  his  mission  was  learned  he  was  at  once  admit¬ 
ted  and  shown  m  to  the  room  where  the  directors  were  meeting,,  Great  was  their  as¬ 
tonishment  when  they  realized  that  this  boy  had  come  alone  with  so  valuable  a  haul, 
Joseph  s  father  believed  m  placing  responsibility  upon  the  young,  and  thus  young 
Joseph  received  this  part  of  his  education  very  early  in  life.  The  father  had 
thought  that  no  one  would  suspect  a  young  boy  of  that  age  to  be  transporting  in 
flour  sacks  anything  more  valuable  than  chickens  or  grain0  (The  article  telling  of 
this  and  other  anecdotee  appeared  in  the  April  7,  1935  issue  of  the  Atlanta  Journal.) 

A  biographical^ sketch  recently  found  by  the  compiler  in  Biographic  Etchings  of 

wr--pStGrs  —  the  Conferences,  Scott,  E.  J.;  Atlanta,  1895, “states 

that  as  a  graduate  of  his  state's  university  he  was  a  credit  to  his  alma  mater. 

e  author  says  that  it  was  always  a  perplexity  to  him  why  a  man  of  his  rare  gifts 
and  graces  seldom  attained  to  prominent  conference  positions;  but  that  it  might  have 
been  due  partly  to  his  quiet,  unobtrusive  disposition  which  at  times  bordered  on  shy- 
^  th^t  ^  miSht  have  resulted  in  no  small  degree  from  his  thorough  unselfishnes 
he  author  further  states  that  he  "was  certainly  free  from  that  prurient  ambition, 
which  m< churches  as  elsewhere,  wins  it  way  to  preferment,  whilst  modest  merit  lan¬ 
guishes  in  comparative  obscurity.”  His  preaching  according  to  the  author,,  was  both 
refreshing  and  edifying,  and  was  in  the  main,  as  Bishop  McTyeire  was  wont  to  say, 

>  *nd  was  no  rehash  of  threadbare  pulpit  sayings,  but  always  clear- 

SWCTWW hCw  style  was  such  classical  English  as  adorns  the  pages  of  the 

SPECTATOR,  but  there  was  no  display  of  rhetorical  flourishes  such  as  pass  in  some 
quarters  as  fine  preaching.  The  author  compares  the  matter  and  manner  of  his  speech 

sno kl  th®  Bl0 hoP  °f.^rham  and  Butler's  Analogy,  of  which  Sir  James  Macintosh 

spoke  of  as  the  best  philosophy  of  Christianity •” 

The  sketeh  states  that  he  was  in  demand  as  a  practical  geologist,  and  as  an  expert 
E  E®  .lo?  E"  of  Sold  deposits  and  other  valuable  ores,  and  that  at  some  periods 
1  " dlB0  Bc,  resorted  "to  secular  employment  in  order  to  better  provide  for  his 

large  amily  than  mould  be  possible  on  his  scanty  salaries.  However,  the  author  says 
that  he  was  never  neglectful  of  any  ministerial  work  which  he  had  in  hand,  and  that7 

EE®  ^1S  “nyrE1°n5;  w^e  not  phenominal,  yet  down  to  his  last  days  he  was  everywhere 
beloved  and  admired  by  the  people  of  his  various  pastoral  charges. 

1/hile  at  the  University  of  Georgia  lie  became  converted  to  the  cause  of  Christianity, 
and  although  soon  afterwards  he  felt  that  he  was  called  to  enter  the  ministry,  cir¬ 
cumstances  prevented  his  doing  so  at  once— and  he  was  delayed  in  doing  so  for  several 
yearo.  Ife  can  only  guess  at  what  these  circumstances  were,  but  seemingly  there  must 

££  rrancina°Rbhnati0k0f  About  a  year  after  his  graduation  he  Tr¬ 

ied  francina  Rebecca  Ihomas.  The  following  July  their  first  child  was  born.  Also, 
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at  about  this  time,  gold  was  discovered  in  California;  many  of  the  miners  of  the 
Dahlonega  area  were  leaving  to  seek  the  richer  gold  fields.  Thus  for  one  thing, 
he  was  probably  badly  needed  in  his  father's  business  affairs  concerned  with  the 
mines*  Also,  his  father  was  greatly  desirous  of  making  the  trip  to  the  California 
gold  fields  himself,  and  since  the  father  was  in  his  60’s  the  family  did  not  wish 
him  to  undertake  so  hazardous  a  trip*  As  a  compromise  measure,  it  was  decided  that 
if  the  father  would  remain  at  home,  young  Joseph  would  go  in  his  stead0 

This  he  did  do,  some  time  between  the  birth  of  his  first  child,  Micajah  Thomas  and 
the  birth  of  the  second  child,  Mary  Eliza,  who  was  born  in  1852,  for  when  he  re¬ 
turned  from  California  several  years  later  he  had  not  seen  his  new  daughter*  The 
story  is  told  among  the  aunts  in  the  family  that  Mary  Eliza  had  to  be  put  on  the 
gatepost  the  day  he  arrived  home  ss  that  she  would  be  tall  enough  to  be  kissed  by 
the  father  she  had  never  seen*  Just  what  date  he  returned  is  not  known,  but  it  is 
thought  that  the  death  of  his  father,  when  the  word  got  to  him,  must  have  been  the 
immediate  cause  of  his  return.  He  did  not  strike  gold  while  in  California,  but  re¬ 
turned  to  Georgia  with  the  relatively  large  stake  with  which  he  had  departed,  to 
invest  in  claims  in  the  west,  having  sold  out  the  claims  for  the  sum  he  paid  for  them. 
It  is  deduced  that  his  father  had  converted  some  of  his  holdings  in  the  Dahlonega 
area  to  ready  money,  and  sent  Joseph  as  his  agent. 

After  his  return,  and  probably  because  of  matters  necessarily  following  his  father's 
death,  he  •  was  again  delayed  in  following  his  wishes  of  going  into  the  ministry* 
However,  in  1859  he  was  admitted  to  the  Georgia  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church 
and  two  years  later  was  admitted  to  full  connection;, 

The  Family  of  Francina  Thomas  ^ 


Francina  Rebecca  Thomas,  wife  of  Joseph  J,  Singleton,  Jr*  was  the  daughter  of  Micajah 
Thomas,  born  1788  and  his  wife  Eliza  Ann  Turner,  She  was  born  in  1830  in  Hancock 
County,  Georgia. 

Eliza  Turner’s  parents  were  James  'Turner  of  Amelia  County,  Virginia  and  Jane  Ander¬ 
son  who  lived  near  Abingdon,  Virginia.  James  Turner  was  a  Captain  in  the  Revolution¬ 
ary  troops,  in  the  McAlister  Militia,  He  and  his  wife  were  married  in  Pittsylvania 
County,  Virginia  in  I78I4,  but  removed  to  Wilkes  County  Georgia  in  about  1795*  He 
later  took  up  a  land  grant  in  what  is  now  Clark  County,  where  he  died  in  1027*  His 
parents  were  Meshek  Turner  and  Rebecca  Robertson,  who  were  married  in  Virginia  in 
1760  and  who  died  in  Vilkes  County  Georgia*  Among  some  of  the  family  possessions  is 
a  letter  written  in  I82I4  by  James  Turner  to  his  son-in-law  Micajah  Thomas* 

Micajah  Thomas,  Francina' s  father,  was  born  in  an  Indian  fort  on  Shoulderbone  Creek, 
about  four  miles  above  Lit*  Zion,  Georgia,  The  family  was  taking  refuge  from  Indian 
attacks  at  the  time  of  his  birth.  He  was  the  son  of  Roberds  Thomas  and  his  wife 
Sarah  Lawson  of  South  Carolina.  The  Lawson  family  came  to  Georgia  from  South  Carolina 
and  settled  near  the  Thomas  family  in  what  is  now  Hancock  County.  Roberds  Thomas 
was  a  planter  and  merchant  in  South  Carolina  before  he  removed  to  Georgia,  and  he 
continued  these  same  pursuits.  He  was  the  son  of  Rev.  John  Thomas,  a  Baptist  minis¬ 
ter  of  North  Carolina* 

Roberds  Thomas  was  a  member  of  the  Georgia  assembly  which  enacted  the  famous  Yazoo 
Fraud.  Dater,  feeling  began  to  run  very  high  against  all  members  of  the  assembly 
who  had  participated  in  this  legislation.  Although  no  one  knows  how  Roberds  Thomas 
voted  in  the  matter,  he  recognized  the  feeling  against  all  of  the  legislators  and 
moved  into  Edgefield  District,  S.  C,  He  immediately  made  his  will,  and  that  same 


Mote:  The  Thomas  material  here  used  was  condensed  from  material  compiled  by 
Hr,  Lewis  Thomas,  Atlanta  Georgia,  an  attorney,  who  stated  that  he  received 
the  information  from  his  father  in  about  1883* 
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year  he  vras  shot  through  a  window  by  an  unknovm  assasin  while  sitting  before  the 
fire.  His  little  son  Micajah  was  leaning  upon  his  lap  at  the  time.  It  is  supposed 
that  he  vras  killed  because  of  his  connection  with  the  Georgia  legislature  that  had 
enacted  the  Yazoo  Act,  Some  time  after  his  death  his  widow  Sarah  Lawson  Thomas  and 
her  family  moved  back  to  Hancock  County,  Georgia,  But  in  about  1820,  she  and  four  of 
her  sons  removed  to  Greene  County,  Alabama,  The  son  Micajah  Thomas,  however,  remained 
near  Lit.  Zion,  Roberds  Thomas  had  a  sister  who  married  Dr.  Joel  Abbott. 

Micajah  Thomas  and  Eliza  Ann  Turner  had  fourteen  children  in  all.  In  1823  he  and 
his  family  moved  in  to  Mt.  Zion  in  order  for  the  children  to  be  educated.  He  contin¬ 
ued  his  occupation  of  merchant  and  farmer  while  he  lived  at  Mt.  Zion.  The  following 
children  of  the  fourteen  grew  up  and  married: 

James  R.  Thomas^- 

Adeline  Rebecca  Thomas  married  Thomas  Jefferson  Spriggs  of 
Greenville,  S.  C. 

Francis  Anderson  Thojjias  married  Almira  Narcissus  Wimberly 

Sarah  Jane  Thomas  married  Dr.  Edmund  Pendleton 

Susan  Thomas  married  George  H.  Hancock  in  Lumpkin  County 

Eliza  Thomas  married  Samuel  Elam 

Francina  Rebecca  Thomas  married  Joseph  James  Singleton,  Jr. 

Eliza  Ann  Turner  Thomas  died  in  l8i|l  and  ds  buried  at  Mt.  Zion  along  with  several  of 
her  children  who  did  not  live  to  maturity.  In  18U3  Micajah  Thomas  married  a  second 
time,  Itrs.  Jarrett,  of  Jones  County,  Georgia.  In  181H?  Micajah  Thomas  moved  to  Dahlon- 
ega,  Ga.,  where  he  farmed  and  also  engaged  in  gold  mining.  In  185>1  he  removed  to 
Marion  County,  Florida,  but  stayed  only  three  years,  and  then  returned  to  Vineville, 
Macon,  Georgia.  He  died  there  in  l8£!u 

James  R.  Thomas  was  prepared  for  college  by  the  Beman  brothers  at  Mt.  Zion,  who  suc¬ 
ceeded  one  another  there  as  school  masters.  The  school  that  the  Bemans  conducted  vras 
well  known  in  its  day,  and  the  discipline  there  vras  very  rigid.  The  other  Thomas 
children  went  to  school  to  a  Mr.  Gildersleeve,  a  Yankee,  At  a  later  date  James  R. 
Thomas  and  his  sister  Adeline  assisted  Dr.  Carlisle (known  as  Caster)  Pollock  Beman 
as  teachers  in  the  Beman  School,  Later  James  R.  Thomas  became  a  Methodist  minister 
of  note  and  also  served  as  President  of  Emory  College,  Oxford,  Georgia  for  twelve 
years.  After  retiring  from  that  position  in  about  1869,  he  and  his  family  removed 
to  San  Francisco,  California  where  they  continued  to  reside. 

Francina  Rebecca  Thomas  was  among  the  younger  children  in  the  family  who  grew  to 
maturity.  She  and  Joseph  J.  Singleton,  Jr.  were  married  on  August  9>  181i9*  Since 
the  compiler  was  not  born  in  time  to  have  known  Francina  Thomas  Singleton,  perhaps 
the  most  fitting  words  that  can  here  be  written  about  her  are  some  taken  from  her 
obituary,  which  was  written  by  Bishop  Candler  of  the  Methodist  Church,  who  knew  her 
well.  (It  has  been  said  that  she  was  very  instrumental  in  his  decision  to  enter  the 
ministry.)  The  entire  article  will  not  be  used,  but  only  a  few  words  which  seem  to 
sum  up  his  opinion  of  her. 

"A  woman  of  uncommon  excellencies;  beautiful  in  form  and  feature,  refined  and 
cultered  in  mind,  pure  and  consecrated  in  soul,  she  seemed  to  fall  short  of 
perfect  womanhood  in  nothing,.,...  Tilth  a  gentle  dignity,  coupled  with  a  zeal 
that  never  tired  she  moved  among  the  people,  a  joy  to  her  noble  husband  and  a 
blessing  to  the  Church  of  God." 

Rev,  Joseph  J.  Singleton  died  at  Romo,  Georgia  on  December  17,  1891.  Francina  Thomas 
Singleton  died  in  Atlanta  on  February  20,  1901.  Both  are  buried  at  Athens  in  the 
Singleton-Lucas  lot  in  Oconee  Cemetery  beside  his  parents,  Joseph  -T.  Singleton,  Sr. 
and  his  wife,  Mary  Ann  Terrell.  The  following  are  their  children  and  descendants: 

x  In  the  data  about  tho  Thomas  family,  no  mention  of  the  identity  of  the  wife 
of  Dr.  James  R.  Thomas  is  made;  however,  he  did  marry  and  huo  descendants. 
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I*  Micaiah  Thomas  Singleton  was  born  at  Dahlonega,  Georgia  on  July  27,  1850. 

He  vras  graduated  at  Emory  College,  Oxford,  and  following  that  "held  the 
chair  of  mathematics”  there,  v/hen  only  about  twenty  years  old.  He  Tras  a 
civil  engineer  and  mining  engineer.  In  1895  he  discovered,  opened  and 
operated  the  Peace  River  phosphate  mines  near  Arcadia,  and  was  half  -owner 
of  the  Peace  River  Rio spate  Company,  Later  he  vras  a  consulting  engineer  for 
a  number  of  companies,  including  the  Iron  Belt  Railroad  lining  Company  and 
the  Southern  Steel  Company  (now  Republic  Steel  Co3)  Ke  was  associated  for 
i^any  years  with  lock  and  dam  construction  on  the  Coosa  and  other  rivers,  and 
was  stationed  at  Chattanooga,  Tennessee  for  several  years  vhile  vrith  the 
U.  S.  Engineer  Department,  He  vras  known  as  "Major  Singleton",  a  title  of 
courtesy.  In  1995  he  wrote  and  published  a  work  entitled.  Gravitation  and 
Cosmolorical  ^av'-A  Mathematical  Demonstration  of  the  Secret  of  Gravitation 
and  Attendant  Phenomena. 


He  married  on  December  7,  1887  Miss  Emma  Mood  of  Talladega,  Alabama.  She 
was  bom  Cctober  28,  1865,  the  daughter  of  John  Henry  Lipscomb  'food  of  Talla¬ 
dega  and  Susan  Green  of  C-reensport,  Alabama,  She  vras  valedictorian  of  her 
class  (l8Cl)  at  Shorter  College,  Rome,  Georgia*  They  spent  the  middle  ard. 
lamer  years  of  their  lives  at  their  country  home  at  Lock  3,  Ragland,  Alabama, 
The  family,  immediate  and  otherwise,  enjoyed  the  gracious  hospitality  of  these 
two.  Although  he  was  a  life-long  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  he  affiliat¬ 
ed  closely  with  his  wife's  church,  the  Baptist,  near  their  home.  He  died 
February  2I4,  1923  at  the  age  of  73 •  After  his  death  his  wife  continued  to 
live  at  Lock  3  except  for  the  last  several  years  of  her  life,  which  were 
spent  with  her  daughter,  Mrs#  Hershel  M.  Bass,  at  Gadsden.  She  died  there 
December  22,  19Ui,  at  the  age  of  79*  They  are  buried  at  Gadsden,  Alabama. 

They  had  the  following  children  and  grandchildren: 


A. 


Susan  Mood  Singleton,  born  October  22,  1838  at  Talladega,  Alabama, 
ohe  married  on  June  20,  1911  Dr.  Hershel  Minston  Bass,  who  was  born 
June  25 *  1881.  He  is  the  son  of  Er.  John  Eurrell  Bass  of  Ashville, 
Alabama  and  Annie  E0  Gunn,  of  Georgia.  Dr.  Hershel  Bass  received  his 
education  at  Alabama  Polytechnic  Institute,  Auburn,  Ala.,  Johns  Hopkins 
Medical  School,  and  the  universities  of  Berlin  and  Munich.  Ke  served 
with  the  Medical  Corps  in  Tor  Id  Aar  I. 


Shortly  after  their  marriage  Dr.  Bass  and  Sue  moved  to  Gadsden,  Ala* 
".There  he  practiced  as  a  diagnostician  and  internal  medicine  specialist, 
and  became  one  of  the  best  known  of  these  in  the  United  States.  His 
patients  often  travelled  long  distances  to  be  under  his  care.  He  is 
now  retired.  Sue  Dass  has  been  very  active  in  church,  civic,  social 
ana  patriotic  af fail’s  in  their  comunity,  as  well  as  having  been  a  very 
able  assistant  to  her  husband  in  the  business  affairs  connected  with 
the  practice  of  Dr.  Las s.'  Recently  they  have  spent  much  time  at  their 
oeach  home  at  Fanama  ^ity,  Florida.  Their  children  and  grandchildren 
are: 


1.  Annie  Sue  Eass,  bom  May  2,  1912  at  Gadsden,  Alabama.  She  re¬ 
ceived  her  education  at  Gulf  Park  College,  Gulport,  Miss., 

Barnard  College,  New  York,  and  the  Feagin  School  of  Dramatic 
Art  in  New  York.  She  has  taught  speech  handicapped  children 
and  is  interested  in  the  theatre.  She  is  unmarried  and  lives 
with  her  parents. 

2.  John  ourrell  Bass,  born  August  26,  1913  at  Gadsden.  He  received 
his  education  at  the  McCallie  School,  Chattanooga,  Penn.,  A.  P,  I. 
Auburn,  Ala.,  and  his  M,  L*  degree  was  obtained  at  Johns  Hopkins 
Medical  School,  Baltimore.  He  served  in  the  Medical  Corps  of 
the  Army  during  V’orld  ar  II.  He  practices  medicine  now  at 
Gadsden. 
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31. 

He  married  on  Hay  3*  19h2  Miss  Melon  Hayden,  the  daughter  of 
Hr#  and  Mrs.  George  Hayden  of  Gadsden.  They  have  three  children 


a.  John  B,  Bass,  Jr.,  b. 

b.  Robert  Y'inston  Bass,  bT 

c.  Susan  Bass,  b. 


3.  Francina  Bass,  born  January  [j.,  1918®  She  received  her  educa¬ 
tion  at  Agnes  Scott  College  and  A.  P.  I.,  Auburn,  Ala.  On 
April  10,  191*6  she  married  '’■Valter  Perott,  Jr0  a  native  of 
Columbus,  Georgia.  They  live  in  Columbus  where  Dr.  Perott  is 
in  his  profession  of  optometrist.  They  have  the  following 
children: 

a.  Walter  Ferott,  Jr.,  b. 

b«  Susan  Singleton  Perott,  b. 

Co  Carol  Francina  Perott,  b. 

Mary  Francina  Singleton,  born  June  l£,  1890  at  Arcadia,  Fla.  Her 
education  was  obtained  at  Alabama  colleges,  and  she  taught  school 
before  her  marriage  to  James  S.  McLendon,  of  Ashville,  Ala.  Mr. 
McLendon  was  an  attorney  and  this  family  lived  in  Birmingham  during 
his  life  timec  He  died  there  while  their  children  were  all  young. 
’Fannie",  as  she  was  called,  then  taught  school  again  at  Birmingham, 
her  home  county,  and  at  Gadsden,  Ala.  She  died  at  Gadsden  on  Sept.  2, 
1955.  The  McLendon  children  and  grandchildren  are: 

1.  Emma  Laura  McLendon,  born  at  Birmingham,  Ala.  She  is  married 
to  Joseph  Thomas  S tough.  They  live  in  Birmingham  and  have 
three  children: 

a.  Joseph  Thomas  Stough,  Jr.,  b. 

b*  Steven  Singleton  Stough,  b. 

c*  b. 

2.  Lillian  Francina  McLendon,  born  at  Birmingham,  Ala.  She  mar¬ 
ried  Herman  C.  Downey,  Jr.  Fir.  Downey  served  in  World  War  II 
and  was  killed  in  an  automobile  accident  shortly  after  his 
return  to  this  country.  Since  that  time  Lillian  has  made  her 
home  with  her  mother  and  brother,  James  McLendon.  Their 
children  are: 

a.  Herman  C.  Downey,  Jrc,  b. 

b,  Francina  Elizabeth  Downey,  b0 

3®  James  S.  McLendon,  Jr.  He  is  unmarried  and  lives  and  works 
in  Gadsden. 

h*  Micajah  Thomas  McLendon,  who  is  married  to  Maxine  McCullough,* 
they  also  reside  in  Gadsden  and  have  the  following  children: 

a.  Micajah  Thomas  McLendon,  Jr.,  b. 

b.  Judy  Marie  McLendon,  b.  — 

c.  Edith  Jane  McLendon,  b. 

5.  Samuel  P.  McLendon,  who  married  Lois  Smith  of  North  Carolina. 
They  live  in  Gadsden,  and  have  two  children: 

» 

a.  Francina  Leo  McLendon,  b. 

b.  Laura  Lynn  McLendon,  b.  1 
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C.  Mica j ah  Thomas  Singleton,  Jr., ‘born  February  11,  1892  at  Arcadia, 

Fla.  "Mike",  as  he  is  known,  went  to  the  McCallie  School  at  Chatta¬ 
nooga,  and  then  received  his  engineering  degree  from  Alabama  Polytech¬ 
nic  Institute,  Auburn,  Ala.  He  served  in  the  Engineer  Corps  during 
World  War  I,  and  very  early  in  his  career  he  settled  in  Atlanta  and 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  engineering,  where  he  became  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Nor cross,  Wiedeman  and  Singleton,  consulting  engineers  * 

The  firm  is  now  Wiedeman  and  Singleton.  He  holds  License  1  from 
the  State  Board  of  Registration  for  Professional  Engineers  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  which  board  he  served  as  Chairman  for  many  years* 

His  firm  specializes  in  municipal  water  systems. 

He  married  Lila  Huddleston,  of  Tennesseo,and  they  have  no  children# 

Mike  is  greatly  interested  in  orchid  culture  and  spends  much  of  his 
time  now  at  this  hobby,  at  his  home  in  Atlanta. 

D.  Emma  Wood  Singleton,  born  January  6,  I89U  at  Rockmart,  Georgia 0  She 
received  her  education  at  Alabama  State  Teachers  College,  Jacksonville, 
and  at  George  Peabody  College,  Nashville,  Tenn#  She  married  on  Octo¬ 
ber  2p,  1922  Hugh  Carter  Montgomery,  son  of  Cunningham  Montgomery  and 
Alice  Hodges  of  Ashville,  Ala.  Mr0  Montgomery  is  connected  with  one 
of  the  railroad  companies  that  has  division  offices  in  Birmingham. 

Emma  teaches  geography  and  science  in  the  local  schools*  Their 
children  are: 

1.  Hugh  Carter  Montgomery,  Jr.,  born  January  26,  192lw  He  was 
married  on  February  7,  1955  to  Esther  Smith  Morris. 

2.  Emma  Sue  Montgomery,  born  February  23,  1931.  She  attended 
Birmingham  Southern  College,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Alabama.  On  November  19,  1955  she  v/as  married  to  Jesse 
Oral  Weatherly,  Jr.,  who  is  also  a  University  of  Alabama  gradu¬ 
ate. 

E.  Joseph  Lipscomb  Singleton,  born  November  16,  1902  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn, 
lie  received  his  engineering  degree  at  Alabama  Polytechnic  Institute, 
Auburn,  Ala.  Early  in  his  career  he  became  associated  with  the  Allis- 
Chalmers  Corporation,  and  for  many  years  he  lived  in  Denver.  He  married 
while  there,  Hiss  Louise  Abernothy  of  Denver.  They  now  live  in  Milwau¬ 
kee,  Wisconsin,  where  Lipscomb  is  Executive  Vice-president  of  Allis- 
Chalmers  Corp.  They  have  one  daughter: 

1.  Jennie  Louise  Singleton,  b.  _ 

F.  Abraham  Green  Singleton,  born  February  2,  1905  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
"A,G.",as  he  is  called,  received  his  engineering  degree  at  Ala.  Poly¬ 
technic  Institute,  Auburn,  Ala.  He  worked  for  some  years  with  Allis- 
Chalmers  Corp.,  and  then  became  associated  with  the  Martha  Mills 
division  of  the  Goodrich  Tire  and  Rubber  Co<>  at  Thomaston,  Ga.,  vhere 
he  was  chief  engineer.  For  the  past  several  years  he  has  been  director 
of  engineering  for  the  Fieldcrest  Mills,  and  he  and  his  family  now 
live  at  Leaksville,  North  Carolina. 

He  was  married  in  Atlanta,  Ga*  on  November  27,  1937  to  Miss  Frances 
Crawford,  daughter  of  Grover  C.  and  Louella  Brown  of  Georgia.  They 
had  three  children: 

1.  Michael  Singleton,  born  January  30,  1939,  who  died  very  suddenly 
of  polio,  on  September  20,  19^9. 

2.  Abraham  Green  Singleton,  Jr.,  born  October  27,  19^0  at  Thomaston, 
Georgia. 

3.  Inajo  Singleton,  born  August  15,  19W*  at  Thomaston,  Georgia. 
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Llary  Eliza  Singleton,  born  January  17,  1852  at  Dahlonega,  Georgia.  She  was 
the  little  girl,  born  while  her  father  was  in  California,  and  who  had  to  be 
placed  on  the  gate  post  in  order  to  be  tall  enough  to  be  kissed  by  the  father 
she  had  never  seen,  when  he  returned  to  Dahlonega  from  his  California  trip. 

She  was  talented  in  music  and  art,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools  and  colleges 
of  Georgia,  and  later  taught  music  and  art  in  both  the  public  schools  and  col¬ 
leges  of  Georgia. 

After  the  death  of  her  brother  Joe  ’s  wife  in  Florida,  she  gave  up  her  career  and 
went  to  Fort  Meade, Florida  and  assisted  her  brother  in  the  rearing  of  his  family. 
She  remained  there  until  his  children  were  grown.  For  several  years  she  then 
lived  in  Atlanta  with  one  nephew  and  his  family,  (Joseph  J.  Singleton  IV),  but 
spent  the  last  year  of  her  life  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Ellison  R.  Cook,  at  West 
Point,  Ga.  She  was  unmarried,  and  died  September  22,  1938  at  West  Point,  where 
she  is  buried. 

Joseph  James  Singleton  III,  born  December  1,  1857,  died  October  10,  1927.  He 
vras  graduated  from  Emory  College,  Oxford,  wh  ^re  he  received  the  A,  B,  degree 
in  1878.  He  married  Miss  Florrie  Emma  Gray  of  Bolingbroke,  Ga.  in  about  1888. 
She  was^the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Gray.  Until  l8'?9  he  worked  for 
the  U.  S.  Engineer  Dept,  on  construction  jobs,  as  an  engineer  and  in  1890  he 
moved  to  Florida,  where  he  was  the  superintendent  of  phosphate  mines,  which 
connection  he  held  until  his  death.  He  lived  first  at  Arcadia  and  then  at 
Fort  Meade.  His  wife  died  in  December,  1908,  and  soon  afterwards  his  sister, 
Mary,  came  to  Florida  and  stayed  until  his  children  reached  maturity.  He  was 
an  active  member  of  the  Fort  Meade  Methodist  Church,  and  taught  a  men’s  Sunday 
school  class.  He  was  a  Mason  and  a  Shriner.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  lacked 
only  a  few  weeks  of  reaching  his  seventieth  birthday.  He  and  his  wife  had  the 
following  children  and  grandchildren: 

A.  Gray  Singleton,  born  April  28,  1890.  He  was  graduated  at  Emory  College, 
Oxford,  Ga.  with  a  baccalaureate  degree  in  chemistry  in  1912.  He  was 
then  a  chemist  with  Independent  Chemical  Co.,  Bowling  Green,  Fla.  and 
after  serving  in  World  War  I  as  a  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  Air  Force,  he 
returned  to  this  position  and  became  plant  manager  in  1920.  From  1925  to 
1930  he  was  a  consulting  chemist.  Then  he  was  chief  chemist  for  the 
Federal-State  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Laboratory  at  Winter  Haven,  Fla.  until 
1933  when  he  became  Soils  Chemist  for  the  Federal  Land  Bank  at  Columbia, 

S.  C«.  From  19^.2  to  19U7  he  was  Vice-president  in  charge  of  research 
and  control  at  Lakeland  Highlands  Canning  Co.,  Highlands  City,  Fla.  and 
then  director  of  research,  Southland  Frozen  Foods,  Plant  City,  Fla.  until 
1932.  Since  1952  he  has  been  a  chemist  with  Shirriff  -Horsey,  Ltd., 

Plant  City,  Fla.  ' 

He  married  first  on  June  2i;,  1913  Lilian  Varn  of  Fort  Meade,  Fla,  who  is 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  tred  Varn.  They  had  one  son: 

1.  Frederick  Gray  Singleton,  born  March  17,  1911*  •  He  graduated  with 
a  B,  S.  in  chemistry  from  the  University  of  Florida,  and  also  ob¬ 
tained  the  Ph.  D.  in  Chemistry,  where  he  was  an  instructor  for 
three  years,  he  then  taught  one  year  at  Kansas  State  College. 

He  then  obtained  another  doctoral  degree  at  the  Sorbonne,  Paris, 
France.  At  present  he  is  Senior  Research  Fellow  at  the  Mellon 
Institute,  Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

1  hile  at  the  University  of  Florida  he  married  Mary  Ellen  Springer, 
a  home  economics  teacher  of  Manhattan,  Kansas.  They  now  live  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.  and  have  one  son: 


a.  Donald  Singleton,  age  9  (in  1956) 
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Gray  Singleton  married  second,  at  Winter  Haven,  Fla,  Mrs,  Ola  Webb  Potter. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Josephine  Webb  of  near  Dothan,  Ala, 

She  and  her  first  husband  moved  to  Ocala,  Fla,  where  he  was  killed  while 
carrying  the  payroll  of  the  company  he  worked  for  •  Her  two  children 
we re  grown  when  she  and  Gray  married.  Her  son,  Eugene  N#  Potter,  is 
married  and  lives  at  Cocoa,  Fla,  Her  daughter  Dolly  is  married  to  John 
K,  Fountain,  and  they  live  in  Tampa }  she  has  a  twelve  year  old  daughter, 

B,  Howard  Singleton,  born  in  about  1892.  He  left  home  very  early  and  worked 

in  the  west  and  mid-west •  He  married  rather  late  in  life  Mrs,  Alice  _ 

and  they  lived  on  Long  Island,  and  Howard  was  engaged  in  engineering  in 
New  York.  There  were  no  children  of  this  marriage,  Howard  died  in  New 
York  in  19li8. 

C.  John  Davis  Singleton,  born  June  lli,  1896  at  Arcadia,  Fla,  He  and  his 
sister,  Mary  Elizabeth  (see  D,  below)  are  twins.  He  attended  Emory  College 
and  then  served  as  a  First  Lieutenant  in  the  Air  Force  during  World  War  I, 
He  then  entered  the  mining  engineering  field,  and  lived  for  many  years 

in  Honoluiu(from  1921  to  19b$)  and  in  Manila  from  19l|8  to  195>2a  In  these 
localities  and  in  Guam  he  operated  copper,  gold  and  manganese  mines.  At 
the  present  time  he  lives  in  Randsburg,  California,  near  Johannesburg  where 
he  is  engaged  in  the  mining  of  tungsten.  He  married  first  Miss  Eunice 
Elna  Lackey  in  1925  at  Honolulu,  who  is  the  daughter  of  Mr,  and  Mrs, 

Albert  Lackey  of  Virginia  City,  Nevada,  Their  two  daughters  are: 

1,  Mary  Elna,  born  November  20,  1930  at  Honolulu,  Unmarried, 

2,  Jean  Naomi,  born  February  1,  1935  at  Honolulu,  Unmarried, 

"Davis",  as  he  is  called,  married  second.  Marguerite  Evelyn  Johnson,  and 
there  were  no  children  of  this  marriage# 

Do  Mary  Elizabeth  Singleton,  (twin  of  John  Davis  Sc,  C,  above)  was  born  on 
June  Hi,  1896  at  Arcadia,  Fla©  She  lived  at  home  with  her  father  and  her 
aunt,  and  married  first  Reuben  R,  Childers  on  October  26,  1920.  She  mar¬ 
ried  second  on  May  3,  19l|6,  Paul  Dean  Scott,  son  of  James  A.  and  Zilphia 
Hicks  of  Illinois,  but  now  living  in  Nevada 0  Mr.  Scott  is  a  chemist,  but 
due  to  a  laboratory  accident  while  working  for  the  Bureau  of  Mines,  which 
disabled  him,  he  has  been  retired.  He  and  Mary  live  at  Boulder  City, 
Nevada.  Mr.  Scott's  parents  live  with  them.  Mary  and  Paul  Scott  have  no 
children,  and  there  are  none  by  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Childers, 

E.  Joseph  James  Singleton  IV,  born  September  13,  1900  at  Fort  Meade,  Fla, 

He  died  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  on  June  25,  19l|l.  He  was  not  given  this  name  at 
birth.  lie  was  first  named  Edmond  Barete  Singleton,  for  a  French  scientist, 
a  friend  of  his  father,  but  he  assumed  the  name  of  Joseph  J«  Singleton  be¬ 
cause  he  wished  to  bear  his  father’s  name,  so  it  became  his  legal  name. 

He  served  in  the  Navy  during  World  War  I,  On  November  23,  1933  he  married 
Doris  Lytle  Robinson,  daughter  of  John  Stanislaus  Robinson  and  Florence 
Lytle  of  Jacksonville,  Fla*  Joe  adopted  Raleigh  Travers  Green  III,  son  of 
Doris  Lytle  by  a  former  marriage#  This  adopted  son  married  Norah  Anne 
Little  of  Wichita  Falls,  Texas  in  1950,  and  they  have  one  son,  Raleigh 
Travers  Green  17. 

Joe  was  manager  of  the  Marine  and  Cotton  Departments  of  the  Southeastern 
Division  of  the  Insurance  Company  of  North  America  and  he  and  Doris  lived 
in  Atlanta.  They  have  one  daughter: 

1»  Jan  Gray  Singleton,  born  April  5$  1935  in  Atlanta,  She  marrried 
at  the  Cathedral  of  St.  Philip  in  Atlanta  on  June  12,  1953,  Walton 
Thomas  Carter,  Jr.  of  Vienna,  Georgia#  They  now  live  in  Valdosta, 
Ga.,  and  have  one  son: 
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a*  Leonard  Aldine  Carter,  b.  _ _ 

After  the  death  of  Joe  Singleton,  Doris  married  Bernard  Jerome  Schultz, 
March  26,  19lih,  and  they  have  a  son,  William  Lytle  Schultz,  born 
Dec#  5,  19b5#  They  now  live  on  Julington  Creek,  Mandarin,  Fla#,  where 
Mr#  Schultz  is  in  the  oil  distributing  business*  (In  Jacksonville.) 

F#  James  Thomas  Singleton,  born  September  26,  1902  at  Arcadia,  Floridan 
He  attended  the  University  of  Florida  and  then  practiced  civil  engi¬ 
neering  until  19i;0c  He  was  then  employed  by  the  U#  S,  Army  as  a 
civilian  engineer  on  a  series  of  air  bases  overseas  just  prior  to 
and  during  World  War  II#  He  returned  to  the  U0  S.  in  19^5  and  organ¬ 
ized'  the  Singleton  Oil  Co*  He  is  operating  this  business  now  in  Sara¬ 
sota,  Fla.  and  distributes  Phillips  66  products. 

Jim  married  first  in  1925*  Harriet  Morgan,  daughter  of  L#  A#  Morgan 
and  Harriet  Pope  of  Americus,  Georgia#  They  have  one  son: 

1«  James  Thomas  Singleton,  Jr0  He  now  lives  in  Fte  Meade,  Fla# 

He  was  born  July  l5,  1927 o 

James  Thomas  Singleton,  Sr,  married  second,  Susan  Walker,  daughter  of 
James  Hc  Walker  and  Catherine  James  of  Lafayette,  Ala*  Susan  was  born 
Oct#  19,  1905#  Susan  and  Jim  have  no  children, 

G.  Florrie  Singleton,  died  in  infancy. 

H.  Eliza  Amelia  Singleton,  died  in  infancy. 

#»  * 

IV.  David  Terrell  Singleton,  died  in  infancy. 

V#  Adeline  Lake  Singleton,  born  September  23,  1861;  died  October  7,  19^7*  She 
graduated  at  Wesleyan  College,  Macon,  Ga#  in  the  class  of  1880#  She  was 
married  on  December  21,  l88l  at  Dahlonega  to  Rev.  Walter  Richardson  Branham, 
Jr#,  the  son  of  a  family  of  long  traditional  association  with  the  Methodist 
Church  history  of  Georgia#  His  mother  was  Elizabeth  Flournoy,  of  Eatonton, 
Ga.  Mr„  Branham  was  graduated  from  Emory  College,  and  served  as  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Chiloco  Industrial  School  for  Indians  in  the  Indian  Territory  of 
Oklahoma,  where  he  and  his  wife  lived  for  a  few  years.  Most  of  their  lives, 
however,  were  spent  at  the  old  Branham  home  at  Oxford,  and  with  them,  in 
addition  to  their  children,  lived  Mr.  Branham’s  sister,  Hiss  Lynn  Branham 
and  her  sister,  Francina  R«  Singleton.  Two  of  their  daughters,  Martha  and 
Elizabeth  Branham  live  nor/,  with  their  aunt,  Miss  Lynn  Branham  in  the  home. 

In  1931  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Branham,  Jr.  celebrated  their  golden  wedding 
anniversary  in  the  Branham  home,  where  his  father  and  his  mother  had  also 
celebrated  theirs. 

Mr.  Branham  died  July  20,  193b#  They  had  the  following  children  and  grand¬ 
children: 

A.  Joseph  Singleton  Branham,  born  December  17,  1889  at  Oxford,  Ga#;  died 
in  Atlanta,  Ga.  on  February  28,  1956.  He  also  was  a  graduate  of  Emory 
College  in  the  class  of  1911,  and  was  a  talented  violinist.  He  con¬ 
ducted  a  dance  band  while  a  student  at  Emory.  His  first  job  was  as 
station  agent  for  the  Southern  Railroad  at  Norris,  S0  C0,  which  he 
held  for  five  years#  He  then  organized  a  bank  at  Norris,  and  served 
as  an  officer  of  it  for  several  years.  He  then  became  associated  with 
J*  Hanger,  Inc#  a  prosthetic  appliance  manufacturing  company  and  re¬ 
mained  with  that  firm  practically  his  entire  life,  and  became  a  half 
owner  of  this  firm.  He  opened  and  organized  several  branches  in 
several  midwestern  cities.  After  35  years  with  this  firm  he  sold  his 
interest,  and  entered  the  insurance  business  in  Atlanta,  which  occu¬ 
pation  he  engaged  in  until  the  time  of  his  death#  He  was  fond  of 
hunting  and  fishing,  and  ho  and  his  wi.fo  were  both  skilled  markamon* 
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He  married  on  April  15,  1915  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri  Hiss  Annie  Eliza¬ 
beth  Usry,  daughter  of  Cody  Nusome  Usry  and  Anna  Virginia  Printup, 
whose  homo  is  near  Thomson,  McDuffie  County,  Ga.  She  now  lives  in 
Atlanta.  They  have  the  following  children  and  grandchildren: 

1.  Joseph  Singleton  Branham,  Jr.,  born  October  20,  1916.  After 
graduation  from  Emory  College  he  studied  engineering  at  the 
Rolla  School  of  Mines  Division  of  Missouri  University.  "While 
in  his  senior  year  of  engineering  school  World  War  II  started 
and  he  enlisted  in  the  Naval  Air  Corps,  and  he  was  at  that  time 
already  an  advanced  licensed  pilot.  He  was  assigned  to  the 
Bell  Aircraft  Plant  in  Atlanta,  and  worked  on  the  B-29  develop¬ 
ment.  After  the  war  he  organized  a  wholesale  auto  parts  business 
in  Louisville,  Gas,  where  he  and  his  family  now  live.  On  Oct. 

7,  19UU  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ka”geritte  Berry.  They  have 
two  children,  both  of  whom  were  born  at  Louisville: 

a,  Joseph  Singleton  Branham  III,  born  Nov.  23,  19U8. 

b.  Margaret  Karen  Branham,  born  Nov.  26,  1951. 

2.  William  Thomas  Branham,  born  August  6,  1918  in  Washington,  D.  C, 

He  received  his  education  at  Emory  College,  Oxford  and  studied 
law  at  Westminster  College,  Pulton,  Mo.  He  left  college  to  join 
the  Naval  Air  Corps,  and  he  received  his  wings  at  Pensacola.  He 
spent  most  of  the  war  years  in  the  south  Pacific  and  Hawaii,  and 
attained  the  rank  of  Commander.  He  now  lives  in  Jacksonville, 

Fla.  where  he  is  division  manager  for  Georgia  and  Florida  for 
Field  Enterprises.  On  August  1,  19h7  he  married  Miss  Mary 
Virginia  Hickey  of  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  and  Pensacola.  They 
were  married  at  the  Navy  Chapel,  and  he  was  executive  officer 

of  the  base  at  that  time.  They  have  one  son: 

a.  William  Thomas  Branham,  Jr.,  born  May  25,  195h  at 
Jacksonville,  Fla. 

3.  Adeline  Lake  Branham,  born  March  29,  1922  in  Washington,  D.  C, 
After  local  school  attendance  in  Missouri  she  went  for  two 
years  to  MacMurray  College  for  Y/omen,  Jacksonville,  Ill,  and 
then  was  graduated  from  Mrashington  University,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
with  a  B.  S.  degree  in  business  administration  in  19Uh.  Since 
then  she  has  been  connected  with  the  International  Business 
Machines  Corp,,  and  after  specialized  training  she  has  been 
assigned  to  the  Systems  Service  Department  in  their  St.  Louis, 
Chicago  and  Atlanta  offices.  She  is  active  in  social  and  busi¬ 
ness  circles,  is  not  married  and  lives  with  her'  mother  in  Atlanta. 

Rebecca  Thomas  Branham,  born  October  15,  1892  at  Harmony  Grove  (now 
Commerce),  Georgia.  After  public  schools  in  Georgia  she  received  her 
B,  A.  degree  in  1913  from  Wesleyan  College,  Macon,  Ga.  Her  mother, 
her  grandmother  Flournoy  and  her  paternal  aunt  were  all  graduates  of 
Wesleyan.  She  taught  English  in  public  and  private  schools,  and  at 
the  present  time  is  teaching  a  night  class  in  '’Americanization''  for  the 
foreign-born,  in  the  Peekskill,  N,  Y.  High  School.  She  also  was  in 
advertising  work  for  three  years  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  before  she  married. 
She  married  on  September  l5,  1921  in  Washington,  D,  C.  Rev.  Robert  Henry 
Blackshear.  Hr.  Blackshear  is  the  son  of  David  Stout  Blackshear  of 
Dublin,  Ga.  and  Pauline  Harrison  Howard,  of  Atlanta. 

Mr.  Blackshear  is  a  Presbyterian  minister,  and  since  their  marriage  they 
have  lived  in  New  York  state,  in  Brooklyn,  where  he  was  Director  of 
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Religious  Education  for  the  Nassau  Presbytery,  then  Pastor  of  Northmin 
ster  Church,  New  York  City,  and  since  1931  he  has  been  pastor  of  the 
Peekslcill  Presbyterian  Church.  They  have  the  following  children  and 
grandchildren: 


1. 

2. 


Robert  Henry  Blackshear,  Jr, 
Hamilton  Howard  Blackshear 


\  Twins,  born  October  19,  1922 
'  Brooklyn,  N.  Y« 


Robert  Henry  Blackshear  served  in  the  Air  Force  during  World 
War  II  as  a  S/FC,  after  which  he  returned  to  the  University  of 
Alabama  and  received  his  B.  S,  degree  in  19b9«  He  received 
his  master's  degree  at  Columbia  University  in  1950.  From  1950 
to  1955  he  taught  industrial  arts  in  the  Alabama  State  Teachers 
College,  Livingston,  Ala.  Since  1955  he  has  been  connected  with 
James  A.  Head  &  Coc  of  Birmingham,  as  office  designer  and  coordi¬ 
nator.  Fie  married  on  Way  29,  1952  Thelma  Louise  Fendley,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  George  Washington  Fendley,  Src  and  Mattie  Lee  Welch  of 
Gastonburg,  Alabama.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Ala.  State  Teachers 
College  and  during  1951-52  taught  English  in  the  Eutaw,  Ala.  high 
school.  They  have  one  son: 

a.  Robert  Henry  Blackshear  III,  born  June  27,  195b  at 
Meridian,  Miss. 


Hamilton  Howard  Blackshear,  (twin  brother  of  Robert  Henry,  Jr.) 
received  his  A.  B.  degree  at  Tusculum  College,  Tenn,  in  19UU  and 
during  World  War  II  he  was  stationed  in  the  Aleutian  Islands. 

Fie  received  his  M.  D.  degree  at  Cornell  Fledical  School  in  19b8. 
Buring  the  Korean  ’.Tar  he  vras  a  flight  surgeon  in  the  Philippines 
and  Korea,  FIe  is  a  major  now  and  stationed  with  Headquarters, 

Air  Rescue,  Orlando  A.  F.  B.,  Florida. 

3.  David  Singleton  Blackshear,  born  June  19,  1926.  He  received  his 
A.  Be  degree  at  irooster  College,  L'ooster,  Ohio  and  then  received 
his  B.  D.  degree  in  1953  from  Union  Theological  Seminary,  New 
York  City.  During  19b0~5O  he  was  an  exchange  professor  at  Ewing 
College,  Allahabad,  India.  Fie  is  now  in  his  third  year  as  Asst, 
Pastor  of  the  Larchmont  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church,  Larchmont, 

N.  Y. 

He  was  married  on  June  lb,  1952  to  Miss  Marion  Speers,  who  is 
the  daughter  of  Theodore  C-uyler  Speers,  D.  D,  and  Margaret  Stod¬ 
dard.  Marion  attended  the  Chapin  School,  N.  Y.  C.,  and  North- 
field  School,  and  was  graduated  in  1951  from  Mt .  Holyoke  College. 
After  college  graduation  she  was  program  director  of  the  Y.  W,  C.A. 
at  Greenwich,  Conn.  She  and  David  we re  married  in  Central  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  New  York  City,  of  which  her  father  is  pastor. 

They  Fiave  two  children: 


a.  Theodore  David  Blackshear,  born  Mar,  31,  195b* 

b.  Rebecca  Margaret  Blacicshear,  born  Mar.  2,  1956, 


C.  Walter  Richardson  Branham  III,  born  August  5,  1895#  He  married  first 
Camille  Justwig  of  Savannah,  Ga.  and  they  had  two  children: 


1.  Walter  R.  Branham  IV.  He  is  married,  but  no  further  information, 

•  * 

2.  Loraino  Branham.  Sho  Is  married,  but  no  further  information. 
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Walter  R.  Branham  III  married  second,  Ruby  Lusk,  of  Bluefield,  W.  Va. 

and  they  have  one  son: 

3.  Spencer  Thaddeus  Branham,  born  January  6,  1927*  He  is  married 
but  no  further  information  available. 

Walter’s  third  wife  was  Ruth  Gilbert  of  California  and  they  had  one  son: 

[{..  Gilbert  Branham.  No  further  information  available. 

Walter  died  on  November  16,  19!?1  in  the  Veterans  Hospital,  Augusta,  Ga. 

and  is  buried  at  Marietta,  Georgia. 

D.  Elizabeth  Flournoy  Branham,  born  January  10,  1899  at  Uilledgeville,  Ga* 
She  is  a  registered  nurse  and  received  her  training  at  Columbia  Hospital, 
Washington,  D,  C*,  and  worked  in  that  capacity  for  many  years.  For  the 
past  several  years  she  has  lived  in  Oxford  with  her  aunt  Lynn  Branham 
and  her  sister  Hartha,  and  she  is  now  dietitian  at  the  Newton  County 
Hospital,  Covington,  Georgia.  She  is  not  married, 

E.  Martha  Terrell  Branham.  She  was  born  on  March  l£,  1901  at  Barnesville, 
Georgia.  She  is  a  twin  of  her  brother  Verlyn  (F  below).  She  received 
her  business  school  education  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  for  several  years 
has  lived  with  the  family  at  Oxford,  where  she  is  bookkeeper  at  Emory 
Junior  College  at  Oxford*  She  is  not  married 0 


F.  Verlyn  Harris  Branham  (twin  of  E  above),  born  at  Barnesville,  Georgia 
on  March  15>,  1901.  He  worked  in  Washington,  D.  C,  for  several  years, 
where  he  met  his  wife,  Frances  Moody,  of  Albemarle,  N*  C,  and  they  were 
married  in  January,  1922.  They  now  live  in  Atlanta,  where  he  is  associ¬ 
ated  with  his  son  Verlyn  H©  Branham,  Jr0  in  an  electrical  supplies  jobbing 
firm,  ‘There  are  three  children  in  this  family,  and  three  grandchildren: 

1«  Verlyn  Harris  Branham,  Jr.,  born  Feb.  13,  1923«  He  was  married 
on  June  13,  19h6  to  Betty  Ann  Benton.  They  now  live  in  Atlanta, 
where  Verlyn  Jr.  is  in  business  with  his  father.  They  have  two 
children : 


a.  Linda  Ann  Branham,  born  January  10,  19U8. 
b®  Verlyn  Harris  Branham  III^  born  June  10,  19!? 2 


2.  Richard  Austin  Branham,  born  October  31,  1925>*  He  married  on 
July  21,  195>1  Patricia  Melant,  and  they  have  one  son: 

a.  Richard  Austin  Branham,  Jr.,  born  June  19,  19!? 2. 

3.  James  Marshall  Branham,  born  February  28,  1926. 
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VI,  James  William  Singleton,  born  March  12,  186U  at  Eatonton,  Georgia,  He 
received  his  education  at  North  Georgia  College,  Dahlonega,  He  taught 
school  one  year,  farmed  one  year  and  then  became  engaged  in  the  mining  and 
construction  work.  As  a  young  man  and  prior  to  his  marriage  he  entered  the 
service  of  the  U,  S,  Engineer  Department  on  lock  construction  on  the  Coosa 
River,  Subsequently  he  built  fortifications  on  Santa  Rosa  Island,  Fla,  dur¬ 
ing  the  Spanish  American  War;  also  he  worked  on  fortifications  at  Governor's 
Island,  New  York,  and  on  lock  construction  on  the  Ohio  River,  For  eighteen 
years  he  lived  at  Columbus,  Georgia,  where  he  superintended  river  and  harbor 
work  on  the  Chattahoochee,  Flint  and  Apalachicola  rivers,  for  the  government. 
For  several  years  he  was  a  senior  superintendent  on  the  construction  of 
Wilson  Dam  on  the  Tennessee  River,  and  the  last  several  years  of  the  i|6  years 
which  he  spent  in  the  service  of  the  U.  S,  Engineer  Department  were  spent  at 
Memphis,  Tennessee.  After  his  retirement  in  193h  he  and  his  wife  lived  at 
Asheville,  N,  C.,  where  he  died  on  February  26,  I9I4O.  He  served  as  vestryman 
in  the  Episcopal  Church  for  many  years  at  both  Columbus  and  Florence,  Ala, 

He  was  married  on  Hay  19,  1897  to  Miss  Helene  Gerald  Reid  of  Montgomery,  Ala, 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Clara  Medford  Gerald  and  Samuel  G,  Reid  of  that 
place.  Her  father  was  editor  and  part  owner  of  the  Montgomery  Advertiser . 

Her  maternal  grandparents  were  Perley  S,  Gerald  (born  in  Massachusetts)  and 
his  second  wife,  Camilla  Sanford  Bunkley, (a  widow  when  he  married  her)  from 
Georgia  originally,  and  later  Montgomery,  Ala.  Helene  G.  Reid  was' born 
April  19,  1875  in  Montgomery,  and  attended  Wesleyan  College,  Macon,  Ga.  She 
was  a  member  of  Phi  Hu  sorority,  and  James  W,  Singleton  was  a  member  of  the 
Sigma  Nu  fraternity.  Although  he  was  reared  as  a  Methodist,  he  joined  the 
Episcopal  Church  at  the  same  time  his  son  Reid  was  confirmed,  Helene  G, 

Reid  died  on  February  25,  1950  at  Asheville,  N,  C.  They  are  both  buried  in 
Lynnwood  Cemetery,  Columbus,  Ga,, as  is  their  oldest  child,  Reid.  Their 
children  and  grandchildren  are: 

A,  Reid  Singleton,  born  June  6,  1898  at  Montgomery,  Ala.  After  gradua¬ 
tion  from  Columbus  High  School  he  wished  to  go  to  Detroit,  Michigan 
to  work  one  year  before  entering  Georgia  Tech  to  study  electrical 
engineering.  That  winter,  in  Detroit^ while  ice  skating  he  struck  his 
head  a  severe  blow  on  an  ornamental  bridge  girder  in  Belt  Isle  Park, 
and  this  injury  resulted  later  in  mastoiditis  and  spinal  meningitis, 
and  he  died  on  June  23,  191$ ?  Unmarried. 

IV1‘ 

B,  Francina  Rebecca  Singleton,  born  December  8,  1899  at  Ft,  Mitchell, 

Ala. (near  Columbus,  Ga.).  After  public  schools  she  attended  Lorena 
Hall  in  Columbus  and  Alabama  State  Teachers  College,  Florence,  Ala. 

She  taught  in  the  Birmingham  public  schools  for  one  year  and  one  year 
at  Wilson  Dam  School.  She  married  at  Florence,  Ala.  on  November  II4, 
1923  Albert  Beale  Greene,  the  son  of  Albert  E.  S.  Greene  and  Ellen 
Marbury  Beale,  of  Washington,  D#  C.  Mr.  Greene  received  his  engineer¬ 
ing  education  at  1,  I,  T.  For  several  years  they  lived  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  where  he  was  connected  -with  the  Mississippi  River  Commission. 

For  the  past  2h  years  they  have  lived  in  Washington,  D.  C,  where  Albert 
is  Chief  Construction  Engineer  in  the  District  of  Columbia  Highway 
Dept.,  Bridge  Division. 

Francina  has  been  associated  with  the  National  Textile  Museum  for 
several  years.  (This  is  a  private  collection  of  ancient  rugs  and 
textiles  from  the  Near  East,  Far  East  and  Peru,  dating  from  500  3.C, 
to  the  19th  Century.)  She  was  curator  there  from  1938  to  1955.  She 
still  works  there  part-time.  She  has  contributed  to  Textile  Museum 
Monographs  in  19h9-$h  and  to  Conservation  in  1955 • 

The  Greenes  have  tho  following  children  and  grandchild: 
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1.  Albert  Singleton  Greene,  born  Jan.  10,  1928  in  St.  Louis,  Ho. 

He  attended  public  schools  in  Washington  and  private  schools  in 
Maryland  and  Pennsylvania .  As  a  youngster  he  had  a  burning  desire 
to  be  a  U.  S.  Marine.  lie  enlisted  at  the  age  of  18,  and  is  now  just 
as  happy  to  be  a  Marine  as  he  thought  he  would  be.  He  has  served  in 
several  foreign  countries  including  Japan,  Korea,  the  Philippines, 
and  at  the  present  time  is  T/Sgt.  with  the  the  Air  Wing  of  the  First 
Marine  Division  at  a  Naval  base  in  Japan.  He  is  not  married. 

2.  Ellen  Beale  Greene,  born  April  26,  1929  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  She  went 
to  Washington  schools,  and  then  to  Hannah  More  Academy,  and  Holton 
Arms  School  in  Washington.  She  wa3  married  on  February  6,  195>U  at 
the  National  Cathedral  in  Washington  to  John  Philip  Dawson  III,  the 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Philip  Dawson  II  of  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan. 

At  the  time  of  their  marriage  he  was  a  reporter  on  the  Washington 
Post;  he  has  decided  to  pursue  a  Ph.  D.  in  history  and  they  now  are 
living  at  Cambridge,  Mass,  and  he  is  enrolled  at  Harvard  University, 
where  he  is  working  on  the  doctorate0  They  have  one  son: 

a.  John  Philip  Dawson  IV,  born  November  10,  1 9$b  at  Washington,  D.C 


Clara  Reid  Singleton,  born  July  22,  1901*  at  Columbus,  Georgia.  Attended 
public  schools  in  Columbus,  Ga.,inFla.  and  Florence,  Alabama  and  then 
graduated  from  Columbia  institute,  Columbia,  Tenn  in  1922.  She  was  married 
on  August  19,  19 2U  to  Isham  Harrison  Patty,  son  of  Dr.  James  Louis  Patty 
and  Frances  Louise  Perkins,  of  Cliftonville, ' Miss.  She  worked  from  1937 
to  19Ul  as  secretary  at  Christ  School,  Arden,  N.  C.,  then  for  the  American 
Red  Cross  in  Alexandria,  Va.,  Camp  Butner,  N.  C.,  in  secretarial  capacities. 
In  19U3~UU  she  was  Asst.  Exec.  Sec.  in  the  Durham  (N.  C.)  Chapter  and  from 
19UU  to  19h 8  was  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Anson  County,  N.  C.  Chapter. 

Since  that  time  she  has  lived  in  Chapel  Hill,  N,  C.  where  she  works  as  a 
secretary  and  psychometrist  with  the  University  Testing  Service  of  the 
University  of  North  Carolina o  While  her  an  n  was  a  graduate  student  there 
they  lived  together  at  Chapel  Hill.  She  has  one  son: 

1.  James  Singleton  Patty,  born  July  17,  1925  at  Florence,  Alabama.  B9 
After  public  schools  in  Vicksburg,  Hiss,  and  Hendersonville,  N.  C. 
he  was  graduated  at  Christ  School,  Arden,  N.  C*,  where  sever!  times 
as  a  student  he  won  the  J.  G.  Herrimon  Scholarship  Award.  He  then 
entered  the  University  of  North  Carolina.  There  he  received  in  1 9U5 
his  A,  B.  degree  (With  Highest  Honorsin  French);  the  M.  A.  degree 
in  French  and  Comparative  Literature;  and  in  1953  the  Ph.  D.  degree. 

He  was  an  instructor  in  the  Department  of  Romance  Languages  at  U.N.C., 
from  19h5  to  1953,  with  the  exception  of  one  year  when  he  received 
a  Fulbright  Scholarship  to  tho  University  of  Toulouse,  France.  He 
taught  one  year  (1953-51;)  at  the  University  of  Colorado,  and  is 
presently  an  assistant  professor  of  Roman  ce  Languages  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Tennessee,  Knoxville.  His  chief  interests  are  literary 
criticism  and  travel.  He  is  not  married. 

Helene  Reid  Singleton,  born  July  1,  1908  at  Columbus,  Georgia.  She  attended 
public  schools  in  Columbus  and  Florence,  Ala.,and  Columbia  Institute,  Colum¬ 
bia,  Tenn.  She  married  first,  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  on  December  31,  1928, 

Floyd  Bayard  Stratton,  Jr.  of  Shelby  Miss.  Their  daughter  and  her  children 
are: 

1.  Helene  Reid  Stratton,  born  October  1,  1932  at  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

Reid  was  graduated  from  St.  Genevieve  of  the  Pines  Academy,  Asheville, 
N,  C,  and  then  attended  the  Woman’s  College,  University  of  North 
Carolina,  Greensboro,  N.  C,  She  was  married  on  July  21,  1952  at 
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la¬ 
st#  Mary’s  Episcopal  Church,  Asheville,  N#  C.,  to  Joseph  Troitino,  Jr., 
who  is  the  son  of  Or*  and  Mrs,  Joseph  Troitino  of  Asheville,  N.  C. 

Joe  was  graduated  from  the  Warren  School,  Olney,  Kd.  and  then  volun¬ 
teered  for  four  years  in  the  Navy  "Seabees",  during  which  enlistment  he 
served  in  in  Japan  and  the  Philippines.  Since  his  return  from  Navy 
service  he  and  Reid  have  lived  in  Beckley,  W#  Virginia,  where  Joe  is 
associated  with  his  father  in  the  contracting  and  coal-mining  business. 
They  have  three  children: 

a.  Terrell  Reid  Troitino.  born  June  20,  1953  at  Asheville,  N.  C. 
be  Sandra  Lee  Troitino  )  Twins,  born  December  9,  1955  at 
c.  Susan  Moore  Troitino  )  Beckley,  W.  Virginia. 

Helene  Singleton  Stratton  married  second,  on  June  16,  1952  at  Asheville,  N.  C, 
Walter  Moore  Bryson,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs*  Holmes  Bryson  of  Asheville 3  Moore 
graduated  in  law  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina  and  is  engaged  in  the 
real  estate  business  in  Asheville#  Helene  S.  Bryson  works  at  the  North 
Branch  of  the  Wachovia  Bank  &  Trust  Co0  They  have  no  children. 

Francis  Glenn  Singleton  )  Twins,  died  in  infancy,  buried  with  their  parents 
Frances  Glenn  Singleton  )  in  Athens,  Georgia 

Martha  Terrell  Singleton,  born  January  12,  1868  at  Oxford,  Georgia.  She  was 
a  graduate  of  Monroe  Female  College  (now  Bessie  Tift  College),  Monroe,  Ga. 

She  married  on  July  12,  1887  Rev.  Ellison  Richards  Cook,  son  of  Rev.  William 
Francis  Cook  and  Margaret  Milligan#  The  Ellison  R#  Cook  family  lived  many 
places  in  Georgia,  as  he  was  a  Methodist  minister,  and  some  of  these  were 
Zebulon,  Clinton,  Sparta,  Kirkwood,  Dahlonega,  Washington  and  West  Point. 

In  his  latter  years  Mr.  Cook  was  connected  with  the  West  Point  Manufacturing 
Co#  During  World  r.rar  I  ho  served  with  the  Y#  M.  C.  A. 

Mrs.  Cook  was  very  interested  in  church,  community,  and  patriotic  activities, 
as  well  as  having  had  a  vital  interest  in  family  history.  She  was  a  member  of 
Daughters  of  American  Colonists,  D.  A,  R#  and  many  other  organizations.  After 
her  children  grew  up  she  conducted  tours  in  both  this  country  and  abroad. 

Her  personality  and  charm  appealed  to  everyone  with  whom  she  was  associated. 

Ellison  R.  Cook  died  May  2h,  1936  and  Mrs.  Cook  died  July  k,  19h5*  Both  are 
buried  at  West  Point,  Ga.  They  had  the  following  children  and  grandchildren: 

A.  William  Francis  Cook,  born  August  25,  1888  at  Zebulon,  Ga.  He  received 
his  education  at  Young  Harris  College  and  Stetson  University,  Deland, 

Fla.  and  played  on  the  Stetson  football  team.  He  began  working  for  a 
printer  at  the  age  of  12  years,  from  which  he  netted  ljl.00  per  week0 
He  often  drove  his  father,  a  Methodist  circuit  rider,  in  a  buggy  from 
town  to  town.  He  has  worked  in  Newnan  and  Savannah,  but  for  the  past 
23  years  he  has  been  associated  with  his  brother,  Edmund,  as  cashier 
and  paymaster  of  Batson-Cook  Co.,  West  Point,  Ga.  He  v/as  married  on 
June  20,  1917  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  to  Miss  Bess  Williams,  daughter  of 
Robert  A.  Williams  and  Mary  Johnson  of  Triune,  Tenn.  Bess  Cook  died 
_ _ _ ,  leaving  two  children: 

1.  Betsy  Williams  Cook,  born  September  22,  1919  at  Newnan,  Ga.  She 
was  graduated  at  Wesleyan  College,  Macon,  Ga.  in  19I4I,  and  has 
been  engaged  primarily  in  the  field  of  education  since  then, 
ohe  has  taught  at  Chipley,  Ga.,  West  Point  and  is  now  teaching 
at  Fitzhugh  Lee  School  near  Atlanta.  She  is  a  men her  of  the 
choir  at  Grace  Methodist  Church,  is  interested  in  sports  and 
music,  and  is  working  toward  her  Master  s  degree  at  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity,  Atlanta.  She  is  not  married.  ~ 
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2.  William  Francis  Cook,  Jr#,  born  march  1,  1925  at  Newnan, 

Georgia.  He  volunteered  for  service  in  World  War  II  and  served 
with  the  28th  Infantry  Div*  overseas,  in  an  ordnance  unit.  He 
received  the  Bronze  Star  citation  for  reconnaissance  against 
the  enemy,  when  he  hiked  a  great  distance  in  northern  Germany 
to  join  his  unit  after  he  was  dismissed  from  the  hospital  for 
a  march  fracture.  For  the  past  six  years  he  has  been  connected 
with  the  Southwire  Co.,  Carrollton,  Georgia  as  a  salesman. 

He  is  quite  interested  in  golf,  teaches  a  Sunday  school  class 
bf  teen-agers,  and  takes  part  in  community  affairs  even  though 
his  time  is  limited  due  to  his  occupation.  He  was  married  on 
August  21,  19li6  to  Mary  Angie  Luck,  daughter  of  Thomas  Rice 
Luck  and  Jessie  Hobgood  of  Carrollton,  Ga.  Frank  is  a  graduate 
of  A.  Pe  I.,  Auburn,  Alabin  Industrial  Management.  He  and  his 
wife  have  the  following  children: 

a.  Jane  Williams  Cook,  born  June  15*  1951' at  Atlanta,  Ga. 

b.  William  Francis  Cook  III,  born  Apr.  22,  1953  at  Carrollton 

c.  Luck  Singleton  Cook,  born  Aug.  19,  1955  at  Carrollton 

B.  Joseph  James  Singleton  Cook,  born  November  13,  1889  at  Clinton,  Georgia. 
He  died  January  16,  1951  at  Sylvester,  Ga.  After  attendance  it  public 
schools  in  Kirkwood  and  Sparta,  Ga.  he  was  graduated  with  the  A.  B. 
degree (Magna  Cum  Laude)  from  Southwestern  University,  Georgetown, Texas. 
He  served  as  a  captain  in  the  Quartermaster  Corps  during  World  War  I, 
and  was  retired  with  the  rank  of  major.  Later  he  was  a  captain  (chap¬ 
lain)  in  the  Reserve.  He  was  president  of  Meridian  Junior  College, 
Meridian,  Tex.  for  two  years  and  then  founded  a  municipal  junior  col¬ 
lege  at  Temple,  Tex.,  which  he  served  as  president  for  two  years. 

He  then  served  the  Brownuood  and  Y/axahachie  churches  as  pastor  for 
a  period  of  six  years ( combined) „  After  this  he  returned  to  Georgia 
and  served  Methodist  churches  as  pastor  in  Thomasville ,  Americus, 
Columbus,  and  Waycross.  The  last  five  years  of  his  life  were  spent 
as  pastor  of  the  Pinson  Memorial  Church  of  Sylvester,  Ga, 

In  addition  to  his  pastoral  charges  he  served  as  president  of  the 
Board  of  Education  for  the  South  Georgia  Methodist  Conference,  was 
a  trustee  of  Andrew  College  at  Cuthbert,  was  a  Scout  executive  for 
many  years  and  was  a  popular  speaker.  He  was  a  Roratarian  for  many 
years,  but  was  a  member  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  at  the  time  of  his  death 
at  Sylvester o  He  married  on  June  J>,  1915  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  Ruth 
Mashburn  Poole,  daughter  of  Freeman  Reynolds  Poole  and  Sarah  Grimes, 
of  Atlanta.  They  have  the  following  children: 

1.  Joseph  Singleton  Cook,  Jr.,  born  June  h}  1916  at  Ft.  Sam  Houston, 
Texas.  He  attended  public  schools  in  Texas  and  Georgia  and  was 
graduated  from  Young  Harris  College,  Young  Harris,  Ga,  He  en¬ 
listed  in  the  U.  S,  Navy  in  November,  19lfL,  and  decided  to  make 
a  career  of  the  Navy.  He  is  a  C.P.O.,  now  stationed  at  Phila¬ 
delphia.  In  19U7  he  married  at  Lodi,  N.  J.  Ellen  Anna  Faulkner. 
They  have  no  children, 

2o  Sarah  Adams  Cook,  born  August  8,  1918  at  Ft.  Brown,  Texas.  She 
attended  Georgia  Southwestern  College  and  was  graduated  from 
Huntingdon  College,  Montgomery,  Ala  in  19hh*  She  has  taught 
school  in  vrare  County,  Georgia  and  has  worked  for  the  Welfare 
Department  in  the  same  county.  She  taught  school  in  Waist on- 
burg,  li.  C.  ,She  was  married  on  Nov.  15,  19^7  to  Yfilliam 
Eldridge  Goin  of  Walstonburg,  and  they  now  live  at  Walstonburg, 
where  Mr.  Goin  is  engagod  in  farming.  Thoy  have  no  children. 
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3.  Kenneth  Burton  Coolc,  born  June  7,  1921  at  Marfa,  Texas.  He 
attended  Georgia  Southwestern  College,  Americus  and  in  19l*3 
he  enlisted  in  the  Navy.  He  received  special  training  for  serv¬ 
ice  on  motor  torpedo  boats  and  was  then  assigned  to  a  II.  T.  B. 
squadron  operating  out  of  New  Guinea.  He  saw  action  in  the 
operations  and  invasions  of  the  Philippines,  I.Iindano,  Luzon  and 
British  North  Borneo.  He  was  married  in  19hl  to  Ann  Pittman. 

They  now  live  Americus,  where  he  is  associated  with  the  Pittman 
Electric  Co*  They  have  the  following  children: 

a.  Kenneth  Burton  Cook,  Jr.,  born  February  5,  19h3 

be  Joseph  Asa  Cook,  born  December  12,  lph7 

h.  Martha  Singleton  Cook,  born  September  18,  1923  at  Georgetown, 
Texas.  She  was  educated  at  Georgia  Southwestern  College  and 
Huntingdon  College,  Montgomery  Ala.,  from  which  she  wa s  gradu¬ 
ated  in  19U5 •  She  was  active  in  college  extra-curricula  clubs, 
and  in  sports,  and  taught  in  hare  County,  Georgia  for  several 
months  before  he  marriage.  She  married  Raymond  Curtis  Wall  of 
Columbus,  Ga.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Northern  Illinois  College 
of  Optometry.  They  have  lived  in  Sylvester  and  Albany,  where 
Dr •  Wall  has  practiced  his  profession:  They  have  three  sons: 

a.  Raymond  Curtis  Wall,  Jr.,  born  Feb.  28,  1951 

b.  Robert  Joseph  Wall,  born  Feb.  8,  1952 

c.  Richards  Eugene  Wall,  born  Feb.  2,  1953 

5.  Tommy  Montgomery  Cook,  born  March  8,  1925  at  Meridian,  Texas. 
After  graduation  from  Columbus  High  School  (Ga.)  he  entered  the 
Army  Air  Force  and  served  for  three  and  a  half  years,  a 'part  of 
which  was  served  as  a  fighter  pilot  in  the  south  Pacific.  He 
was  discharged  in  19U6  as  a  1st  Lieut.  In  191*6  he  entered 
Georgia  Tech  and  received  his  B.  S,  degree  in  textile  engineering 
in  1950.  He  is  presently  employed  as  a  sales  representative  for 
Cabin  Crafts,  Dalton,  Ga.,  a  branch  of  the  -est  Point  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Co.  In  1952  he  married  Martha  Charlotte  Bullard  of  Sylvester, 
Ga.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Andrew  College-  and  Wesleyan  College. 
They  have  one  daughter: 

a.  Martha  Francina  Cook,  born  July  lh,  1951*  at  T if ton,  Georgia 

6.  Edmund  Francis  Cook  III,  born  September  22,  1932  at  Ft.  Worth, 
iexas •  He  attended  schools  in  Americus,  Columbus,  Waycross  and 
Sylvester  and  graduated  from  the  latter  high  school  in  1951*. 

He  lives  at  home  with  his  mother  and  is  connected  with  the  local 
newspaper  in  Sylvester.  He  is  not  married, 

Terrell  Richards  Cook,  died  in  infancy 


Edmund  Francis  Cook,  born  November  25,  1893  at  Sparta,  Georgia.  He 
attended  public  schools  and  the  University  of  Chicago.  He  served  in 
World  War  I  as  a  2nd  Lieut,  with  the  53rd  Inf.  Regt,  6th  Division^  and 
saw  overseas  service.  Edmund  founded  Bat son-Cook  Co.  at  West  Point,  and 
the  West  Point  Foundry  and  Machine  Shop,  of  which  he  is  president  and 
chairman  of  the  board.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  West  Point,  member  of  the  Board  of  Stewards, 
and  has  been  the  superintendent  ol  the  Sunday  school.  He  has  served 
on  the  following  as  a  board  member  or  trustee:  Chattahoochee  Valley 
Railroad,  J'irst  National  Banl^  (Wost  Point),  George  H,  Lanier  Memorial 
Hospital,  Methodist  Children  3  Iloiiie,  Decatur,  Ga.  and  I10  is  a  Mason 
and  member  oJ  the  Amor*  lean  LOgion,  IIq  and  his  wlfo  buj.lt  some  years  ago 
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an  attractive  country  home  near  West  Point,  where  both  can  enjoy  their 
enthusiasm  for  horticulture* 

Edmund  married  on  October  25>,  1923  Virginia  Glover,  daughter  of  Howard 
Clarke  Glover  and  Frances  Virginia  Jones,  She  is  an  honor-graduate  of 
Hollins  College  (Virginia)  and  is  active  in  all  Methodist  Church  affairs, 
and  in  civic  clubs,  patriotic  societies,  garden  clubs  and  benevolent 
organizations*  She  is  state  chairman  of  Conservation  and  Wildlife  of 
the  Federated  Garden  Clubs  of  Georgia,  state  president  of  the  Georgia 
Iris  Society,  and  founder  of  the  Nursery  School  for  Colored  Children 
(Virginia  Cook  Child  Care  Center),  founder  of  the  Vacation  Dible  School 
for  colored  children;  she  is  a  director  of  the  Valley  Concert  Association, 
a  trustee  of  the  Valley  Historical  Society,  and  founder  and  life-director 
of  the  Valley  Council  of  Garden  Clubs,  past  president  of  the  Federated 
Woman's  Club;  she  is  the  organizer  and  director  of  the  West  Point  Welfare 
Association,  and  was  was  Co-chairman  of  the  Chattahoochee  Valley  Chapter 
of  the  American  Red  Cross  during  World  War  II,  While  she  and  Edmund  have 
no  children  of  their  own,  they  are  quite  busy  and  instrumental  in  bringing 
much  happiness  to  their  nieces  and  nephews  and  to  others  in  the  community, 

Ellison  Richards  Cook,  Jr0,  born  February  23*  1896  at  Kirkwood,  Georgia, 

He  was  married  in  February,  1917  to  Mary  Peniston,  daughter  of  Dr,  Paul 
Peniston  and  Nora  Smith  of  Newnan,  Ga,  Ivlary  P,  Cook  died  several  years 
before  her  children  were  grown  and  Ellison  was  assisted  in  the  rearing  of 
the  children  by  his  wife's  parents,  Ellison  has  been  connected  in  a  sales 
capacity  with  the  West  Point  Foundry  and  Machine  Co,  of  West  Point,  He 
and  his  wife  had  the  following  children: 

1,  Catherine  Romanz  Cook,  born  November  11,  1917  at  Newnan,  Georgia, 

She  received  her  D,  Sc  degre^from  the  University  of  Georgia  aid 
in  1939  attended  the  Washington  School  for  Secretaries,  She  was 
married  on  September  28,  19I4O  to  Robert  Engram  Fokes,  Jr,,  the  son 
of  Robert  Engram  Fokes  and  Ruby  Lewis  of  Montezuma,  Ga,  Robert 

E„  Fokes,  Jr<>  received  his  M«  D0  degree  at  the  University  of  Georgia 
in  19U3 •  For  the  past  eight  years  he  and  Romanz  have  lived  in 
Moultrie,  Georgia,  where  he  practices  medicine.  They  have  the 
following  children: 

a,  Mildred  Peniston  Fokes,  born  Sept,  1,  19h$  at  Newnan,  Ga, 

b,  Sally  Cook  Fokes,  born  June  10,  19h7  at  Miami,  Florida 

c,  Lucy  Lewis  Fokes,  Corn  August  8,  19{?2  at  Moultrie,  Ga, 

2,  Ellison  Richards  Cook  III,  born  September  1 9,  1919  at  Fairfax,  Ala, 
He  received  his  undergraduate  and  M,  D.  degree  at  Emory  University, 
and  later  did  work  in  the  Graduate  School  of  Medicine,  Tulane 
University,  New  Orleans.  He  served  in  World  War  II  as  captain  of 
the  9Uth  Cavalry  Reconnaissance  Sq„  He  now  practices  medicine 

in  Savannah,  Ga,  He  was  married  on  Hay  10,  19UU  to  Helen  Frances 
Brown,  daughter  of  Charles  A,  Brown,  Ph,  D.  and  his  wife  Frances 
Schrader,  both  of  Indiana,  They  have  the  following  children: 

a,  Mary  Frances  Cook,  born  Apr.  26,  1 9h5  at  New  Orleans,  La, 

b,  Ellis  Peniston  Cook,  born  Sept,  27,  19^6  at  New  Orleans,  La. 

c,  Jeanne  Brown  Cook,  born  Jan,  6,  1948  at  New  Orleans,  La, 

d„  Nora  Catherine  Cook,  born  Mar,  17,  19l±9  at  Savannah,  Ga* 

e.  Ellison  Richards  Cook  IV,  born  Apr,  1,  19^0  at  Savannah,  Ga, 

f»  Charles  Brown  Cook,  born  March  21,  195>1  at  Savannah,  Ga, 

go  Mildred  Arnall  Cook,  born  June  7,  195>2  at  Savannah,  Ga, 

h.  Helen  Brown  Cook,  born  Sept.  l9,  195>3  at  Savannah,  Ga. 

i.  Edmund  Francis  Cook,  born  June  29,  1 955  at  Savannah,  Ga. 
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Paul  Peniston  Cook,  born  October  26,  1921  at  La  Grange,  Georgia. 
During  World  War  II  he  served  in  the  Navy  and  during  this  time 
served  aboard  several  aircraft  carriers  in  the  Pacific  theatre. 

He  received  his  education,  majoring  in  textile  engineering,  at 
Georgia  Tech.  At  the  present  time  is  a  commander  in  the  Navy 
(pilot)  and  is  stationed  in  New  Mexico,  where  he  is  si  gaged  in 
work  on  atom  bomb  tests.  He  is  married  to  Anne  Hubbard,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Hubbard  of  Atlanta,  Ga.  Paul  Cook  and  his 
family  live  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico.  They  have  two  children: 

a.  Catherine  Ann  Cook,  born  November  28,  19W4 

b.  Henry  Hubbard  Cook,  age  8  (in  1956' 

h.  Sally  Moses  Cook,  born  April  26,  1921;,  Newnan,  Georgia.  She 

her  A,  B,  degree  at  Shorter  College  and  has  also  attended  Loyola 
University  and' the  -University  of  North  Carolina.  She  was  married 
on  December  16,  19U6  at  Herman,  Ga.  to  Sigurd  Lokken  Andersen, 
son  of  Marius  Lokken  Andersen  and  his  wife  Louise  of  Denmark 
and  Beverly  Hills,  California.  "Sig,f  and  Sally  lived  in  Californ¬ 
ia  for  five  years  while  "SigM  worked  on  his  higher  degrees  in 
mathematical  statistics.  He  received  his  Ph.  D  degree  from 
N.  C.  State  College,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  in  this  field  in  195U •  They 
now  live  in  a  200-year  old  house,  vh  ich  they  have  been  remodeling, 
near  Newark,  Delaware 0  "Sig"  is  working  with  Dupont  •  Sally  is 
active  in  P.T.Ao  work  and  is  also  learning  to  paint.  They  have 
three  children: 

a.  Sigurd  Lokken  Andersen,  Jr.,  born  August  30,  I9I48  at 
Santa  Monica,  Cal. 

b.  Ellis  Lokken  Andersen,  born  April  15,  1950  at  Santa  Monica 

c.  Mary  Peniston  Cook,  born  February  2!?,  1955  at  Wilmington, 
Delaware 

F0  Warren  Singleton  Cook,  died  in  infancy. 

G.  Louise  Richards  Cook,  born  at  Dahlonega,  Georgia  on  February  8,  1900. 

She  received  her  education  at  G.S.C.W.,  Milled geville,  Ga.  and  taught 
in  Savannah  for  a  short  time  before  her  marriage.  She  married  on 
December  18,  1920  Llewellyn  Kenneth  Roberts,  son  of  Willis  Richard 
Roberts  and  his  wife  Llewellyn,  of  Savannah,  Ga.  They  live  on  the 
Isle  of  Hope,  Savannah,  and  Mr.  Roberts  is  engaged  in  the  building 
supplies  business  in  Savannah.  They  have  one  son: 

1.  Llewellyn  Kenneth  Roberts,  Jr.,  born  July  13,  1932  at  Savannah. 
After  public  schools  in  Savannah,  he  attended  the  McCallie  Schoo] 
Chattanooga  and  the  University  of  Georgia.  He  is  now  in  the 
Army,  stationed  at  Fort  Knox,  Kentucky.  He  was  married  at  Athens 
Gae  on  July  1,  1955  to  Mary  Ellon  Reynolds,  daughter  of  Mr*  and 
Mrs.  Leonard  Lester  Reynolds. 

H.  David  Singleton  Cook,  born  March  1;,  1902  at  Y/ashington,  Georgia;  died 
October  2l;,  1952.  From  young  manhood  he  was  connected  with  the  textile 
industry  and  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  he  was  manager  of  the  Pepperell 
Mill,  near  Opelika,  Ala.  He  remained  with  the  Pepperell  Mills  for 

20  years  and  served  as  manager  of  their  largest  mill  at  Biddeford,  Me. 
for  over  13  years.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  Vice-pres.  in  charge 
of  manufacturing  of  the  Clinton  &  Lydia  Cotton  Mill,  Clinton,  S.  C. 

He  was  married  in  Brooklyn,  N.* Y.  on  April  28,  1933  to  Grace  Florence 
Abbot,  daughter  of.’  George  Milton  Abbot  and  Grace  Stanley  of  Brooklyn. 
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Grace  was  engaged  in  textile  design  work  in  New  York  prior  to  her 
marriage,  and  she  had  studied  art  at  Grand  Central  Art  School  and  at 
the  Ethel  Traphagen  Sechool  of  Design  in  New  York  City.  Since  her 
husband's  death  she  has  begun  studying  pastel  portraiture  in  Greenville 
S,  C.  (but  lives  in  Clinton)#  She  also  does  some  coloring  of  photo¬ 
graphs  for  a  local  photographer  in  Clinton#  She  and  David  had  two 
children: 

a.  Nancy  Abbot  Cook,  born  February  5,  1937  at  Biddeford,  Maine. 

She  was  graduated  at  Salem  Academy,  Viinston-Salem,  N«  C.  in 
195b  and  is  now  attending  Wesleyan  College,  where  she  is  major¬ 
ing  in  science  preparatory  to  becoming  a  physical  therapist. 
b0  Grace  Terrell  Cook,  born  July  1,  19b0  at  Portland,  Maine#  She 
is  presently  attending  Clinton  High  School,  and  has  no  specific 
plans  for  the  future,  except  to  enjoy  it  and  the  present. 

H#  Francina  Margaret  CoOk,  born  December  8,  190b  at  Sparta,  Georgia#  She 
attended  G.  S#  C,  W0,  Milledgeville,  and  taught  in  Lanett,  Ala.  during 
1925-26-27.  She  was  married  in  1929  to  Willioughby  Thomas  Kennedy,  born 
April  3,  1899,  who  was  the  son  of  William  Thomas  Kennedy  and  Maude 
Willoughby  of  Jonesville,  Virginia.  "Wib"  was  a  graduate  of  V.  M.  I. 
After  their  marriage  at  West  Point,  Ga.  where  "Wib"  was  connected  with 
one  of  the  West  Point  Mills,  they  lived  for  the  next  16  years  at  Taylors, 
S.  C.,  where  he  was  the  superintendent  of  the  printing  mill  of  the  Pied¬ 
mont  Dye  Works  and  Printery#  Since  that  time  and  until  his  death  on 
June  6,  1955  he  was  superintendent  of  the  new  mill  of  the  Pepper ell 
Company,  Pepper ell,  Ala# 

"Wib"  and  Francina  and  their  two  children  have  been  interested  and 
active  in  sports  of  all  kinds.  Scout  activities,  the  "Y"  organizations 
and  church  activities#  "Wib's"  sudden  death  in  June,  1955  leaves  a 
place  in  the  family,  business  and  social  affairs  that  will  be  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  fill,  ^e  and  Francina  had  two  children: 

a#  William  Thomas  Kennedy,  born  February  It,  1930  at  Greenville,  S.  C# 
He  received  his  degree  in  industrial  engineering  at  Georgia  Tech 
in  1952o  He  has  also  served  in  the  Air  Force  as  a  Lieutenant. 

He  was  connected  with  General  Wholesale  Co.,  Greenville,  S#  C# 
(electrical  distributors),  but  has  recently  become  associated 
with  the  Hood  Electric  Co«,  Charleston,  S.  C#  as  vice-president 
and  manager.  He  is  not  married#  He  and  a  friend  share  an  apart¬ 
ment  in  Charleston  in  "Cat  Fish  Alley". 

b.  Francina  Margaret  Kennedy,  born  April  28,  193b  at  Greenville,  S.  C 
She  attended  Converse  College,  Spartanburg,  S#  C.  from  1951-53 
and  the  University  of  Alabama  during  1953-55,  and  obtained  her 
B.  S#  degree  at  the  latter  named  school,  with  a  major  in 
music  education.  She  usually  teaches  swimming  at' summer  camps 
each  summer.  She  teaches  piano  at  the  Pepperell,  Ala.  school, 
is  not  married  and  lives  with  her  mother  in  Opelika,  Ala. 

Francina  Cook  Kennedy  for  the  past  several  months  has  been  holding  the 
postion  of'  Council  Assistant  for  the  five-county  Girl  Scout  organization 
at  Opelika,  Alabama.  She  had  long  been  active  as  a  volunteer  in  this 
organization  prior  to  the  acceptance  of  the  present  position. 

Francina  Rebecca  Singleton,  born  February  9,  1870,  died  April  3,  1916.  She 
was  born  in  Forsythe  County,  Georgia  and  died  at  Oxford,  Georgia.  She  was  a 
first-honor  graduate  of  Monroe  Female  College,  Monroe,  Ga.  and  was  very  talented 
in  music  and  the  arts.  She  was  an  accomplished  violinist.  She  taught  in  the 
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schools  of  Douglasville,  Cordele,  Covington  and  at  Oxford,  where  she  was  prin— 
cpal  of  the  Palmer  School.  She  lived  in  the  Branham  home  in  Oxford,  Ga.  with 
her  sister,  iirs.  V,r.  R,  Branham  and  her  life-long  friend.  Hiss  Lynn  Branham. 
Ilany  of  her  nieces  and  nephews  and  others  in  the  family  have  objects  of  her 
artistic  talents  which  they  cherish*  including  oil  paintings,  pen  sketches, 
hand  painted  china  and  burnt  wood  objects.  Just  prior  to  her  untimely  death 
of  peritonitis  she  had  completed  a  literary  history  of  Georgia,  but  did  not 
live  to  see  its  publication# 
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FREDERICK  WILLIAM  LUCAS  -  MARTHA  ANN  SINGLETON  FAMILY 

Martha  Ann  Singleton  was  born  July  23 ,  182 9  in  Jackson  County,  Georgia.  She  married 
on  May  27,  18U6,  Frederick  William  Lucas  of  Athens,  Georgia.  He  was  born  May  h,  182^ 
in  Jones  County,  Georgia  and  was  the  son  of  Dr.  George  Lucas  and  his  wife  Grace 
Newton.  Dr.  George  Lucas  was  born  in  Mecklenburg  County,  Virginia.  He  died  in  1836 
in  Florida,  to  which  location  he  had  gone  for  his  health.  Some  time  after  his.  death, 
his  widow  and  the  children  moved  to  Athens  •  They  had  three  childre:  Charles,  who 
died  unmarried;  Elizabeth,  who  married  Charles  K®  Garrett;  and  Frederick  William,  who 
married  Martha  Ann  Singleton.  Grace  Newton  Lucas  was  born  in  1798  and  died  in  1073  * 

Frederick  William  Lucas  and  Martha  Ann  Singleton  Lucas  lived  in  Athens  where  they 
reared  a  large  family,  and  there  are  quite  a  few  descendants  living  in  Athens  now. 

Mr.  Lucas  was  engaged  in  business  there .  Pictures  of  the  old  FredW,  Lucas  home 
show  it  to  have  been  a  large,  handsome  structure.  All  of  their  ten  children  except 
one (Mrs .  Henry  C.  Bussey),  are  buried  in  the  Athens  cemetery.  Frederick  William  Lucas 

died  September  18,  19C;>.  Martha  Ann  Lucas  died _ •  The  following  are 

their  children,  grandchildren  and  great  grandchildren: 

I.  Singleton  Newton  Lucas,  born  l8b7,  died  unmarried  in  I87U •  He  served  in 
the  Confederate  army. 

II.  Mary  Terrell  Lucas,  born  1C5>1,  died  unmarried  in  1936.  For  many  years  she 
taught  history  at  Lucy  Cobb  Institute,  Athens,  and  was  was  a  beloved  Sunday 
school  teacher  at  the  First  Methodist  Church  in  Athens. 

III.  Frederick  Baskerville  Lucas,  born  May  28,  18U9 ;  died  in  1905.  He  was  in 
the  Confederate  army  at  an  early  age.  He  married  on  March  30,  IO76  Susie 
Holmes  Taylor.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Richard  Deloney  Bolling  Taylor  and 
his  second  wife,  Sarah  Jane  Billups,  both  of  Athens.  They  had  the  follow¬ 
ing  children  and  grandchildren: 

A.  John  Billups  Lucas,  died  in  infancy. 

B.  Richard  Lucas,  died  in  infancy. 

C.  Frederick  Taylor  Lucas  (called  Fritz),  born  November  10,  1881;  died 
unmarried  in  1903. 

D.  Anna  Grace  Lucas,  born  August  11,  1883,  died  in  December,  1913*  She 
was  married  in  January,  1913  to  Edgar  Bennett  Womble  of  South  Caro¬ 
lina.  They  had  one  child  that  died  at  birth.  Mr.  Womble  and  Anna 
Grace  lived  at  Pensacola,  Florida,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  m gi- 
neering  and  contracting  business. 

E.  Elizabeth  Hurt  Lucas,  born  March  27,  1885#  She  married  William 
Walker  of  Gainesville,  Georgia,  and  there  is  one  daughter: 

1.  Grace  Walker,  born  January  31,  1911*  She  married  James  Wilburn 
Bramblet  of  Joplin,  Missouri.  Three  sons  were  born  to  them: 

a.  James  Wilburn  Bramblet,  Jr.,  Born  in  1939* 

b.  William  Bramblet,  born  I9I4O,  and  died  in  I9I1O. 

c.  Steve  Bramblet,  born  in  19UU • 

Grace  W.  Bramblet  lives  in  Houston,  Texas,  where  she  is  church 
secretary  for  one  of  the_ Episcopal  churches  of  that  city. 

F.  Ilonry  Hull  Lucas,  born  June  29,  1890.  She  married  Benjamin  H.  Barrow 
of  Athens,  on  August  lU,  1907.  Mr®  Barrow  was  the  son  of  David 
Crenshaw  Barrow  and  his  wife  Frances  Ingle  Childs,  both  of  Athens. 
Hr.  David  C.  Barrow  was  Chancellor  of  the  University  of  Georgia  for 
many  years.  Mr.  Benjamin  Barrow  y/as  an  engineer.  They  have  ono 
daughter : 
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1,  Susan  Frances  Barrow,  born  November  23,  1908,  She  obtained  her 
education  at  Lucy  Cobb  Institute  in  Athens  and  at  the  University 
of  Georgia.  She  married  on  June  l5,  1932  "William  Tate,  the  son 
of  Philip  May  Tate  and  Edna  Ferguson  of  Fairmount,  Georgia.  Mr. 
Tate  is  Dean  of  Men  at  the  University  of  Georgia  and  "Sue  Fan"  as 
she  is  calld,  is  a  librarian  in  the  Special  Collctions  Division 
of  the  University  of  Georgia  Library.  They  have  two  sons: 

a.  Benjamin  Barrow  Tate,  born  March  2h,  19^1 

b.  William  Jefferson  Tate,  born  August  28,  19b3 

IV.  Sarah  Garland  Lucas,  born  October  21,  l853j  died  in  19ljli*  She  married 

Edward  Inglis  Smith  of  Athens  on  November  12,  1879.  He  was  the  son  of  Dr. 
Robert  Mark  Smith  and  Rosanna  Jane  Pringle.  Mr.  Smith  engaged  in  the 
insurance  business  in  Athens,  was  twice  mayor  of  Athens  and  treasurer  of 
Clarke  County  for  many  years.  They  had  the  following  children  and  grand¬ 
children: 

A.  Edward  Inglis  Smith,  Jr.,  born  May  11,  188?,  died  April  21,  1951* 
Early  in  his  career  he  was  identified  with  the  banking  business  in 
Athens,  but  later  with  the  field  <n£  insurance*  He  was  president  of 
Smith-Boley-Brown  Co.  until  his  death,  and  also  was  Clarke  County 
treasurer  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  active  in  the  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  of  Athens,  and  served  it  as  Ruling  Elder,  Deacon  and 
Treasurer.  He  died  quite  suddenly  of  a  heart  attack  while  on  a 
fishing  trip  with  friends,  near  Eatonton,  Georgia. 

He  was  married  on  February  8,  1912  to  Hart  Wylie  of  Atlanta,  who  is 
the  daughter  of  Hart  Wylie  and  Laura  Isabelle  (Lollie  Belle)  Moore. 
Mrs.  Lollie  Belle  Wylie  was  a  well  known  poet,  journalist  and  musi¬ 
cian  of  Atlanta.  The  following  are  the  children  of  E.  I.  Smith,  Jr. 
and  Hart  Wylie  Smith: 

1.  Laura  Isabel  Smith,  born  November  21,  1912.  She  attended 
Lucy  Cobb  Institute  and  was  graduated  from  the  University 
of  Georgia.  She  is  a  member  of  Phi  &appa  Phi  and  Chi  Omega 
sororities,  and  at  the  present  io  secretary  to  the  Dean  of 
Men  at  the  University  of  Georgia. 

2.  Hart  Pylie  Smith,  born  January  5,  1915 •  She  was  graduated 
with  the  master's  degree  from  the  University  of  Georgia  and 
is  married  to  Dr.  Samuel  Moore  Shiver,  Jr.  They  were  mar¬ 
ried  on  April  28,  193 9*  Both  are  members  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa, 
and  Dr.  Shiver  is  a  professor  and  chairman  of  the  Department 
of  German  at  Emory  University.  They  have  two  sons: 

ae  Samuel  Moore  Shiver  III,  born  January  26,  19h9*  He 
attends  Westminster  School  in  Atlanta, 
b.  David  Hart  Shiver,  born  March  10,  1953 

3*  Susan  Carlton  Smith,  born  June  30,  1923 e  She  is  now  a  graduate 
student  assistant  in  the  Drama  Department  at  the  University  of 
Georgia,  where  she  is  working  toward  the  master's  degree  in 
Fine  Arts.  She  has  also  attended  the  University  of  Virginia, 
aid  has  had  her  art  work  exhibited  in  Atlanta  and  New  York. 

She  along  with  her  other  sisters,  are  all  members  of  the 
Chi  Omega  Sorority. 

U,  Edward  Inglis  Smith  III,  born  July  6,  1928.  He  was  a  student 
at  the  University  of  Georgia,  but  left  before  graduation  to 
volunteer  for  the  Army  Air  Force.  He  was  graduated  from 
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Scott  Air  Base, Illinois  as  a  radar  and  radio  technician  with 
the  rating  of  Staff  Sergeant,  Since  the  war  he  has  been  at 
Lockheed  Aircraft  Co., '  Marietta,  Georgia  in  this  same  field* 

He  married  on  April  26,  1950  Louise  Ogletree,  daughter  of 
Charles  Ogletree  and  Frances  V,Tillingham,  of  Crawfordville, 
Georgia.  They  have  two  daughters: 

a.  Patricia  Lynn  Smith,  born  June  23,  1953 

b.  Sandra  Leigh  Smith,  born  September  17,  1955 

B.  Garland  Lucas,  born  _ .  She  lives  in  Athens  and  is  a 

librarian  with  the  Athens  Regional  Library, 

C,  Rosa  Pringle  Smith,  born  December  lh ,  1089,  She  married  on  March  21, 

1917  in  New  York  City,  Zoltan  Hecht.  He  is  the  son  of  Emmanuel  and 
Hannah  Hecht  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  is  an  artist, 

Rosa  was  educated  at  Lucy  Cobb  Institute,  where  she  specialized  in 
music,  She  has  also  studied  with  Alfredo  Barili  of  Atlanta  and  Gustave 
Becker  in  New  York,  and  also  studied  in  New  York  at  the  New  York  School 
of  Dalcroze  Eurythmics.  She  has  been  actively  connected  with  the  musi¬ 
cal  world  in  the  capacity  of  teacher,  concert  pianist  and  promoter  of 
artists.  She  and  her  husband  jointly  organized  and  conducted  "A  School 
for  the  New  Age"  at  Saluda,  N,  C.,  a  group  enterprise  which  combined 
native  mountaineer  craftsmanship  and  contemporary  art  and  design.  She 
and  Mr,  Hecht  also  founded  "Artists  Associated",  an  art  gallery  owned 
and  operated  by  its  members.  Later  it  became  "The  New  Age  Gallery"  and 
she  was  director  of  this  until  1953*  She  was  also  instrumental  in 
organising  the  Athens  Circulating  Library,  from  which  nucleus  grew  the 
Athens  Public  Library, 

Rosa's  outstanding  contribution  to  the  world  of  music  is  her  authorship 
of  "Visualized  Rhythm" (musical  principles  visualized),  which  she  present¬ 
ed  in  the  Musical  Courier  in  1921,  with  plates  and  line  drawings  by  her. 
She  has  contributed  to  many  other  publications  in  the  musical  field. 

At  the  present  time  she  is  owner  and  director  of  "New  Age  Color  Slides", 
Kodachromes  of  contemporary  American  paintings,  sculpture  and  prints, 

Zoltan  Hecht  and  Rosa  have  two  children: 

1.  Nova  Hecht,  who  married  Frederick  Taylor  in  July,  1955  at  Ottawa, 
Canada 

2,  David  Hecht,  w/ho  is  single 

D.  Mary  Singleton  Smith(called  May),  born  February. 25,  1893.  She  married 
on  March  30,  1918  Dr.  Albert  A.  Rayle,  son  of  Albert  Alexander  Rayle 
and  Alice  Amis  of  Oglethorpe  County,  Georgia.  Dr,  Rayle  is  a  specialist 
in  roentgenology,  and  he  and  his  son  are  in  practice  together  in  Atlanta, 
Dr.  Rayle  served  in  Morld  Mar  I,  and  received  his  education  at  Mercer 
University,  University  of  Georgia  and  Columbia  University,  May  is  refer¬ 
ence  librarian  at  the  Atlanta  Public  Library.  Their  children  and  grand¬ 
children  are: 

1.  Albert  A,  Rayle,  Jr,,  born  1921.  He  was  educated  at  Columbia 
University  and  received  his  medical  degree  at  Emory  University. 
During  Morld  Mar  II  he  served  in  the  Navy.  He  married  Margaret 
Hale  Holman  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  they  have  two  children: 

a.  Margaret  Singleton  Rayle,  age  three 

b.  Albert  A.  Rayle  III,  born  1956 
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2.  Alice  Lucas  Rayle,  born  1923 .  She  is  married  to  James  Buren 

Sidbury,  Jr.,  U.  D.  They  live  in  Baltimore,  where  Dr.  Sidbury  is 
an  Asst.  Professor  at  Johns  Hopkins  University  Medical  School. 

He  is  a  pediatrician.  They  have  two  daughters,  ages  one  and  two: 

a.  Anne  Sidbury 

b.  Mary  Sidbury 

3c  Robert  Edward  Rayle,  born  19 2k,  died  19U6.  He  served  as  a  Lieu¬ 
tenant  in  the  Navy  during  World  Mar  II,  but  died  shortly  after 
the  war.  He  was  unmarried. 

E.  Elizabeth  Smith,  born  March  26,  1896,  died  19U3*  She  married  in  1913 
James  Montgomery  Lynch,  son  of  George  G,  Lynch  and  Clara  VT*  Lynch  of 
Florence  S.  C,  Mr.  Lynch  was  an  attorney  and  they  lived  in  Florence, 

S.  C.  and  Washington,  D.  C0  They  had  two  daughters: 

1.  Elizabeth  Lynch,  born  September  1,  1915  at  Florence,  S,  C0 
She  attended  Winthrop  College  and  the  University  of  Georgia. 

She  was  married  on  June  22,  1935  in  Athens  to  Hugh  H.  Jackson, 

Jr,  Mr,  Jackson  is  a  University  of  Georgia  graduate  in  engineer¬ 
ing  and  is  engaged  in  the  construction  business,  which  he  owns. 
They  live  on  Isle  of  Hope,  Savannah,  Georgia,  and  have  the 
following  children: 

a.  Hugh  H.  Jackson  III,  born  in  Athens,  Ga.,  1936 

b.  Joanna  E.  Jackson,  born  in  Canal  Zone,  19Ul 
Co  Patricia  F,  Jackson,  born  Savannah,  Ga.,  19h8 
d.  Susan  L.  Jackson,  born  Savannah,  Ga.,  1951 

2 e  Sarah  Garland  Lynch,  born  March  19,  1917  at  Florence,  S,  C. 

She  attended  the  University  of  Georgia,  and  married  in  Fairfax, 
Virginia  Joseph  Jo  Hathy  of  Fairfax.  Mr.  ^athy  is  engaged  in 
the  contracting  business  in  Washington,  D.  C.  They  have  two 
children: 

a.  Sarah  Garland  Mathy,  born  19h2  in  Washington  D,  C. 

b.  Joseph  Jo  Mathy,  born  19h7  in  Washington,  D.  C, 

V.  Elizabeth  Jarrett  Lucas,  born  November  20,  1856,  died  February  1,  1933* 

She  married  Henry  C.  Bussey  who  was  born  February  20,  1852  and  died  Aug,  2hf 
1893.  He  was  the  son  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Nathan  J.  Bussey  of  Chattachoochee 
bounty,  Georgia.  The  Henry  C,  Bussey  family  lived  in  Columbus,  Georgia 
where  Mr.  Bussey  was  a  merchant.  They  had  the  following  children  and  grand¬ 
children: 

A.  Frederick  Lucas  Bussey,  born  Sept.  10,  l87iie  He  died  while  visiting 
relatives  in  Virginia;  unmarried. 

Bo  Mary  Garland  Bussey(called  Mamie),  born  Dec.  16,  1876  in  Columbus 
Georgia..  She  married  Robert  Means  Brannon  in  October,  1896  and  he 
was  the  son  of  Alexander  Means  Brannon  and  Julia  Fuller  of  Columbus. 
Mr,  Brannon  died  October  2,  I9U4.0  Mrs .  Brannon  lives  in  Connecticut, 
and  is  an  invalid 0  They  have  one  daughter: 

1.  Mary  Garland  Brannon,  born  February  27,  1907  in  Charlotte, 

N.  C.  She  attended  Lucy  Cobb  Institute,  Athens,  Ga.  and 
married  on  June  29,  1928  Chester  Caulfield  Kelsey.  They 
live  in  Now  Canaan,  Conn., and  have  one  daughter: 

a.  Patricia  Caulfield  Kelsey,  born  March  23,  193U 
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C.  Nathan  Jordan  Bussey,  born  October  10,  1879  j  died  April  7,  1917  in 
a  street  car  accident.  He  was  unmarried, 

VI.  Frances  Wingfield  Lucas,  born  1858,  died  1918.  She  lived  in  Athens  and 
was  unmarried, 

VII.  John  Hamlin  Lucas,  born  i860,  died  1922,  He  married  Hate  Walker  Moreno  on 
September  18,  1888,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Theodore  Moreno  and  Virginia 
Anderson  of  Pens&cola,  Florida  <>  Mr®  ilcreno  was  a  major  in  the  Confederate 
Array  (Engineers and  later  the  Moreno  family  lived  in  Gainesville,  Georgia^ 
John  H,  Lucas  was  in  the  hardware  business  and  he  and  his  wife  and  faraily  lived 
at  Athens,  Georgia  and  then  Memphis,  Tennessee.  They  had  the  following 
children  and  grandchildren: 

A.  Theodore  Moreno  Lucas,  born  June  29,  1889,  died  January  2ii,  19Uh« 

He  received  his  education  at  the  University  of  Tennessee®  He  served 
in  the  military  forces  during  World  War  I®  He  was  married  in  August, 
1920  to  Susie  Scruggs,  daughter  of  Judge  Thomas  M»  Scruggs  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Marshall  Coplon  of  Memphis,  Tenn®  He  held  an  executive  position 
with  Wright  Aeronautical  Company  of  Patterson,  New  Jersey  .  He  and 
his  family  lived  at  Ridgewood,  New  Jersey.  Moreno  and  Susie  Lucas 
have  the  following  children  and  grandchildren: 

1.  Jane  Singleton  Lucas,  born  October  2,  1921.  She  is  married 
to  Major  Bert  Gray  of  the  Air  Force Q  They,  of  course,  move 
around  considerably.  Major  Gray  is  a  native  of  Fayetteville, 
Tenn®  Their  two  children  are: 

a0  Kate  Cameron  Gray,  born  July  21;,  1952 
b,  Martin  Hamilton  Gray,  born  April  29,  195U 

2.  Elizabeth  Longman  Lucas,  born  June  9,  1923 •  She  married  John 
Coretto  in  19bh,  and  they  live  in  Los  Angeles  California, 
where  Mr.  Coretto  is  connected  with  Northrup  Aviation  Corp. 

They  have  two  children: 

a.  Virginia  Anderson  Coretto,  born  September  13,  19^8 
b0  John  Christopher  Coretto,  born  _ _ _ 

B.  Kate  Cameron  Lucas,  born  October  t,  1890.  She  attended  schools  in 
Memphis,  Tenn,  and  the  Parsons  School  of  Interior  Decoration  in 

Hew  York.  She  is  a  partner  in  a  decorating  and  gift  shop  in  Memphis 
called  "The  Four  Seasons  Shop" .  She  is  not  married  and  lives  with 
her  sister  Mary,  brother  Fred,  and  her  maternal  aunt  Miss  Virginia 
Moreno. 

C.  Mary  Terrell  Lucas,  born  October  1,  1892  at  Gainesville,  Georgia. 

She  went  to  Washington  University,  St.  Louis,  and  to  Columbia  Univer¬ 
sity,  New  York.  She  was  married  to  Elmer  Butler,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Benjamin  Butler  of  'Washington,  Georgia.  Mr.  Butler  was  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Missouri  Pacific  Railroad $  they  lived  in  Little  Rock, 
Ark.  until  his  de«tho  Since  then  Mary  has  been  living  in  Memphis, 
with  Fred  and  Kate  Cameron.  She  is  principal  of  the  Lausanne  School 
for  Girls. 

D.  Frederick  William  Lucas,  born  September  U,  1896  at  Athens,  Georgia® 

He  obtained  his  education  at  schools  in  Memphis,  and  served  as  a 
Lieutenant  in  ^rorld  War  I.  He  is  a  cotton  merchant  in  Memphis,  aid 
io  not  married. 
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VIII.  George  Edwin  Lucas,  born  November  9,  1862.  He  married  Alicia  Carson  of 
Texas.  He  was  the  traveling  representative  of  a  shoe  manufacturing  com¬ 
pany  and  „t hey  lived  part  of  the  time  in  Athens.  They  had  no  children. 

IX.  Susan  Atwood  Lucas,  born  August  7,  1070;  died  in  1950.  She  married  in 
1906,  as  his  second  wife.  Dr.  17,  A.  Carlton.  They  had  no  children  ex¬ 
cept  one  son,  who  died  at  birth. 

X.  Joseph  Terrelll  Lucas,  born  July  12,  1872.  He  served  in  the  Spanish 
American  VJar,  lived  in  Athens  and  was  unmarried.  He  was  a  wholesale 
shoe  salesman. 
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DAVID  TERRELL  SINGLETON  -  REBECCA  LOUISA  GRIGGS  FAMILY 

"Dave"  Singleton,  as  he  was  called,  was  born  November  1*,  1831  in  Jackson  County, 
Georgia,  and  was  a  young  man  of  just  over  twenty-two  years  of  age  when  his  father 
died.  It  is  not  known  where  he  obtained  his  education,  but  more  than  probably  at 
the  University  of  Georgia,  since  his  older  brother  had  gone  there.  Just  one  week 
after  his  father’s  death  he  was  married  to  Hiss  Rebecca  Louisa  Griggs ^  of  Putnam 
County,  Georgia,  She  was  called  "Lou",  and  also  was  called  by  nieces  and'  nephews, 
"Aunt  Pop" • 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Louisa  Griggs  Singleton  was  the  daughter  of  Robert  Griggs  and  his  wife 
Mary  B.  Maxwell,  who  were  married  September  27,  1826.  Robert  Griggs* forbears  vie re 
among  the  first  settlers  and  slave  owners  on  Little  River,  as  shown  by  the  Tax  Digest 
of  1813  for  Putnam  County®  "Lou"  Griggs  died  six  years  before  her  husband,  on  Octo¬ 
ber  10,  1907*  They  lived  all  of  their  lives  at  Hillard,  Georgia,  near  Eatonton, 
where  Dave  Singleton  was  engaged  in  planting.  Their  home,  which  is  still  standing, 
is  a  large  Colonial  one  set  in  a  big  oak  grove. 

A  cyclone  once  roared  through  the  grounds  surrounding  the  house,  and  tore  up  many 
of  the  big  oak  trees  by  their  roots.  Shortly  thereafter  Dave  Singleton  built  a 
storm  pit,  or  cellar.  Again,  in  the  middle  of  the  night  a  cyclone  was  heard  to  ap¬ 
proach,  Dave  called  to  his  wife  to  "Come  quickly J"  She  replied  that  she  would  come 
when  she  got  her  shoes  and  stockings  on — but  by  the  time  she  had  done  this,  the 
cyclone  had  already  torn  away  one  corner  of  the  house.  Pier  husband  never  ceased  to 
tease  her  about  tarrying  when  the  cyclone  came. 

David  T.  Singleton  died  May  18,  1913  at  Willard,  Georgia  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine 
years.  He  and  his  wife  are  buried  at  Avalona  Cemetery  about  two  miles  from  Hillard, 
Pictures  of  him,  taken  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life  show  him  to  have  been  a  very 
handsome  man,  much  on  the  order  of  what  we  envision  as  the  Kentucky  colonel  type. 

He  and  his  wife  had  the  following  children  and  grandchildren: 

1,  Terrell  Hingfield  Singleton,  born  February  11,  1858;  died  November  7,  1921;. 

He  was  single,  and  after  the  death  of  his  father  he  farmed  his  share  of 
the  estate,  and  lived  in  the  old  Dave  Singleton  home  with  his  sister,  Mary 
Marshall.  His  name  is  listed  as  a  student  at  the  University  of  Georgia,  1875 » 

II.  Philip  Mounger  Singleton,  born  January  20,  1062;  died  November  19,  1926. 

He  married  on  January  3,  I89U  Miss  Carrie  Bell  Caswell,  who  was  born  Decem¬ 
ber  9,  i860.  She  died  December  9,  19U7 •  Her  parents  were  John  V.  Caswell 
and  Mary  Hagen  of  Putnam  County,  Georgia,  They  owned  a  farm,  and  lived 
there  all  of  their  lives  and  had  the  following  children  and  grandchildren: 

A.  Joseph  Francis  Singleton,  born  October  2k,  I89I1;  died  in  December, 

19U7 •  He  was  single  and  lived  with  his  mother  on  the  farm,  and 
they  both  died  the  same  year — she  in  June  and  he  in  December, 

D.  John  Gardner  Singleton,  born  September  26,  1896.  He  attended  Emory 
College,  and  later  studied  lav/  at  Cumberland  University,  Lebanon, 
Tennessee,  He  also  served  for  a  short  time  in  the  army  during 
Uorld  War  I.  While  in  law  school  he  met  and  married  Miss  Minnie 
B.  North,  daughter  of  Hr.  and  Mrs.  Lycirgus  North,  of  Lebanon.  They 
were  married  February  6,  1922.  His  health  failed  just  before  he  was 
to  enter  the  practice  of  law,  and  ho  has  been  an  invalid  in  a  govern¬ 
ment  hospital  for  many  years.  His  wifo  and  her  two  children  have 
resided  near  Lebanon  for  many  years.  Their  children  are: 

1.  Moodroe  Uilson  Singleton,  born  Doccmber  16,  1922  in  Lobanon, 
Tennessee,  He  is  connected  with  an  automobile  agency  in 
I-ouisvillo,  Kentucky,  On  July  12,  19hl  ho  married  Miss 
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Pauline  Smith,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Its.  Arthur  Smithc 
They  have  no  children 0 

2.  Sarah  Lou  Singleton,  born  March  9,  1925  at  Lebanon,  Term. 

She  attended  local  schools,  followed  by  a  business  course 
and  then  worked  for  a  while  with  the  Tennessee  Eastman  Corp, 
For  the  past  several  years  she  has  been  secretary  to  the 
Director  of  Finance  of  the  Atomic  Energy  Comission  at  Oak 
Ridge.  She  was  married  November  29,  19^6  to  James  Roy 
Thompson,  son  of  Hoses  I.  Thompson  and  Ernie  ’Talker  of 
Oneida,  Tennessee.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Tennessee (19U9)  and  is  connected  with  the  Louisville  Paper 
Company  (Knoxville  branch)  as  a  wholesale  salesman.  The 
Thompsons  live  at  Oak  Ridge,  and  are  members  of  the  United 
Church  there.  They  have  no  children, 

C.  Rebecca  Mae  Singleton,  born  April  9,  lfio9;  died  June  18,  1950o 
She  was  unmarried  and  lived  at  home  with  her  mother  and  brother 
Joe . 

D,  William  Maxwell  Singleton,  born  July  28,  1903;  died  March  8,  1915. 

III.  Mary  Singleton,  born  February  13,  1865;  died  April  28,  1938.  She  married 
Stephen  Burt  Marshall,  who  was  born  April  15,  185?  and  died  March  15,  19260 
He  was  the  son  of  William  Blount  Marshall  and  Henrietta  Virginia  Reid,  who 
were  married  October  27,  1853.  Mr.  Marshall  was  bcrn  at  Smithville  in 
Schley  County,  but  was  a  resident  of  Putnam  County  when  he  married  Mary. 

He  engaged  in  farming  and  after  the  death  of  Dave  Singleton,  he  and  his  wife 
lived  in  the  old  Dave  Singleton  home.  They  had  the  following  children  and 
grandchildren: 

A,  David  Singleton  Marshall,  born  August  9,  1886.  He  was  graduated  with 
a  degree  in  electrical  engineering  in  the  class  of  1906  from  Georgia 
Tech.  He  and  his  wife  now  live  at  Perry,  Florida,  where  he  is  engineer 
for  the  mill  there  of  the  Ice  Tidewater  Cypress  Company.  They  have 
havo  lived  there  for  many  years*  Dave  was  married  on  June  17,  1915 

to  Miss  Lillian  Smith  of  Winter  Haven,  Florida.  They  have  one  daughter: 

1.  Rena  Frances  Marshall,  born  September  18,  1930  at  Perry,  Fla. 

She  was  graduated  from  G.  S«  IT.  C.  in  1953,  where  she  majored  ' 
in  home  economics.  She  married  Hal lace  A.  Emmett  on  January  22, 
1955  and  they  reside  in  Decatur,  Georgia. 

B.  William  Blount  Marshall,  born  June  li,  1889  in  Putnam  County,  Ga0;  died 
February  21,  1952.  He  was  graduated  from  Georgia  Tech  in  1909  with  a 
civil  engineering  degree.  For  many  years  he  was  connected  with  the 
Southern  Railway,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  by  automobile  accident 
in  Birmingham,  Alabama,  he  was  Roadmaster  for  the  Southern.  At  that 
time  he  was  a  resident  of  Selma,  Alabama.  He  was  married  on  November 
12,  1912  to  Miss  Hillard  Stark  of  Dalton,  Ga.,  who  is  the  daughter  of 
Buell  Stark  and  Annie  Bonita  Stafford.  Mrs.  Marshall  is  a  graduate  of 
Brenau  College,  and  since  her  husband1 s  death,  lives  in  Lexington, 
Kentucky.  They  have  one  daughter: 

1.  Mary  Elizabeth  Marshall,  born  November  22,  1915  at  Strasburg, 
Virginias,  She  was  graduatecLfrom  the  University  of  Kentucky, 

She  married  William  Newton  Davis  on  December  10,  1938,  who  is 
the  son  of  Mr.  and  Firs.  Marshall  Davis.  Mr.  Davis  is  connected 
with  the  Finance  Dept.  *of  the  Bank  of  Louisville.  They  have 
two  children: 
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a.  William  Marshall  Davis,  born  August  30,  19h2 

b.  Mary  Elizabeth  Davis,  born  November  11, 
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SECTION  V 

ALEXANDER  McGHEE  WALLACE  -  FRANCES  GARLAND  SINGLETON  FAMILY 

Frances  Garland  Singleton(called  Fannie)  was  born  February  8,  I83I4  and  died  in 
Atlanta,  Georgia  in  mid-December,  1907*  She  was  quite  a  beauty,  with  deep  blue  eyes 
and  lovely  hair,  and  was  quite  musical.  She  was  married  on  April  16,  1855  to 
Alexander  McGhee  Wallace  of  Maryville,  Tennessee  and  Atlanta,  Georgia.  The  wedding 
was  on  a  Monday  morning,  one  week  and  one  year  after  the  death  of  the  bride's  father. 
The  wedding  took  place  in  Dahlonega,  and  the  ceremony  was  performed  by  Rev.  John  E. 
Dubose,  who  had  made  the  trip  to  Dahlonega  especially  for  the  occasion.  He  liras  the 
pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Atlanta. 

Alexander  McGhee  Wallace  was  born  March  2k,  1822  at  Maryville,  Blount  County,  Tenne- 
see.  He  was  the  son  of  General  William  Wallace  and  his  wife  Margaret  Chamberlain. 
General  William  Wallace  was  born  in  Sevier  County,  Tennessee  on  September  8,  179k 
and  died  at  Maryville,  Tennessee  on  April  21,  l86u#  Alexander  M.  Wallace  was  edu¬ 
cated  at  Maryville  College,  and  engaged  in  a  general  commission  business  first  in 
Maryville  and  then  in  Atlanta.  He  then  was  appointed  Agent  for  the  Bank  of  the  State 
of  Georgia.  He  was  married  first  to  Octavia  Cox,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Cox  of  Louis¬ 
ville,  Tennessee.  By  his  first  wife  there  were  three  children,  who  were  Florence, 
the.  wife  of  Captain  Dalton  Mitchell  of  Athens,  Charles,  and  George  A.  Charles  was 
promoted  on  the  field  of  battle  to  a  captain  in  the  Confederate  army,  due  to  conspicu¬ 
ous  gallantry  in  action.  George  A.  Wallace  spent  the  3ast  nine  months  of  the  Civil 
-ar  in  a  northern  prison.  Both  boys  married,  but  their  health  was  so  impaired  because 
of  their  war  experiences  that  both  died  before  their  father  did. 

It  was  while  he  was  attending  to  business, as  the  Agent  for  the  Bank  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  that  he  was  at  Dahlonega  to  do  business  with  Dr.  J.- J.  Singleton  that  he  met 
x.r*  Singleton's  youngest  daughter,  Fannie  Garland  Singleton,  who  some  time  afterward 
became  his  second  wife.  He  was  first  a  captain  in  the  Atlanta  Grays  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  War.  He  resigned  this  commission  to  accept  a  like  one  in  Company  L, 

1st  icegiment  of  Georgia  Regulars.  He  was  promoted  in  the  spring  of  1862  to  Lieuten¬ 
ant-Colonel  of  the  3oth  Georgia  Regulars  (Infantry).  He  was  severely  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Missionary  Ridge.  One  history  of  Georgia  says  that  Col.  Wallace's  home 
on  Ivy  Street  in  Atlanta  was  shelled  during  Sherman's  assault  on  Atlanta.  Upon  the 
occupation  of  Atlanta,  oherinan  was  met  by  a  delegation  of  citizens,  who  plead  for 
kinaly  treatment  of  its  citizens.  This  infuriated  Sherman,  and  he  retaliated  by 
outlawing  Col.  G.  W.  Lee,  Col,  A.  M.  Wallace,  Capt.  G,  W#  Anderson  and  Mr.  C.  W. 
Hunnicutt.;  however,  Sherman's  officers  dissuaded  him  from  this  course  of  action. 

After  the  cessation  of  hostilities  Col#  Wallace  served  as  one  of  the  three  managers 
of  the  lottery  that  was  operated  for  financing  the  schools  for  the  orphans  of  Confed¬ 
erate  veterans.  During  President  Cleveland's  first  administration  Col.  Wallace  was 
Collector  of  Customs  in  Atlanta.  The  last  several  years  of  his  life  were  inactive, 
as  his  health  was  poor,  due  to  the  wounds  sustained  in  battle.  He  and  his  wife 
reared  their  large  family  of  nine  children  in  Atlanta.  Eight  of  these  grew  up  and 
married.  Grandchildren  recall  that  their  grandmother  was  quite  beuatiful  even  as 
an  elderly  person,  her  white  hair  having  only  enhanced  her  beauty.  She  was  kindly  and 
dignii  ied.,  ye b  f  irra--possibly  a  trait  she  had  acquired  as  she  reared  several  of  her 
children  during  the  time  her  husband  was  away  in  the  Confederate  army*  To  her  last 
days  she  played  the  piano  and  sang  the  songs  which  were  dear  to  her. 

The  children  of  Col.  Alexander  M.  Wallace  and  Fannie  Singleton  were: 

I.  Mir y  Chamberlain  Wallace,  born  1856,  died  in  June,  1939  in  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

,Jh°  was  married  in  1892  to  Wallace  HcFherson.  The  McPhersons  lived  in  Nashville, 

Tennessee  until  his  death.  Lator  i*ary  C.W.  McPherson  and  her  two  daughters  moved 
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to  Atlanta,  Georgia  and  remained  for  some  years.  For  the  past  dozen  years 
the  two  daughters  have  lived  at  Andrews,  N.  Carolina,  inhere  their  aunt,  Mrs. 
Wilson,  also  lives  for  part  of  the  year  with  them.  The  McPhersons  had 
three  children! 


A* 

B. 


Frances  Alexander  McPherson  ) 
Alexander  Wallace  McPherson  ) 


Twins,  born  June  19,  1893 


Alexander  Wallace  McPherson  died  when  a  few  months  old. 


Frances  A.  McPherson  worked  several  years  in  Nashville,  Tennessee 
for  the  N.  C.  and. St.  L.  Railroad,  but  is  now  working  as  a  medical 
technician  for  the  hospital  at  Andrews,  N.  C.  With  varied  activ-: 
ities  she  manages  to  stay  quite  busy  in  this  little  mountain  town, 
about  which,  as  a  place  to  live,  she  is  most  enthusiastic. 


C.  Helen  McPherson,  born  November  9,  1895.  She  also  lives  at  Andrews, 

N.  C.,  in  the  home  with  her  sister  Frances  and  aunt,  Mrs.  Wilson. 

She  keeps  the  home  fires  burning  for  these  three  family  members* 

Mr.  McPherson  was  connected  with  the  N.  C.  and  St.  L.  Railroad,  at  Nasville, 
Tennessee  for  35  years.  He  died  in  Nashville  October  17,  1919.  Mr.  McPherson 
lived  in  Atlanta  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  to  Mary  Chamberlain  Wallace,  and 
while  his  parents  names  have  not  been  furnished,  his  grandfather  was  Major 
Campbell  ^ 


II.  Joseph  Singleton  Wallace,  born  in  1857.  He  attended  the  U.  S,  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point  for  a  while.  He  was  married,  but  had  no  children  and  his  place 
of  residence,  occupation,  and  the  name  of  his  wife  are  not  recalled  by  members 
of  the  family  who  furnished  the  information  on  the  Wallace  family  members. 

III.  Martha  Lucas  Wallace,  born  December  19,  1859;  died  in  19^8 .  She  was  married 
in  1892  to  Ernest  Twitchell,  and  they  made  their  home  in  Concinnati,  Ohio. 

They  had  no  children. 

IV.  Frances  Alexander  Wallace,  born  September  16,  1861.  She  was  married  in  1892  to 
Dr.  Donald  Alexander  Wilson,  originally  of  Pennsylvania.  They  settled  at 
Valleytown,  N.  C.,  near  Andrews.  Mrs.  Wilson  is  now  nearing  95  years  of  age, 
and  spends  part  of  each  year  in  Atlanta  with  her  niece,  Katherine  Bleckley,  and 
her  summers  at  Andrews  with  her  McPherson  nieces.  Dr.  Wilson  died  in  about 
1905.  There  are  no  children  of  this  marriage. 

V.  Margaret  Jessie  Wallace,  born  July  25,  1863;  died  February  17,  19^7.  She  was 
married  on  November  25,  1886  to  Willard  Holmes  Nutting.  Mr.  Nutting  was  born 
August  2kj  1B5U  at  Lumpkin,  Stewart  County,  Goergia.  He  died  in  Atlanta  in 
I898.  He  was  the  son  of  James  Furber  Nutting  of  Windsor  Township,  Vermont  and 
his  wife  Epsie  Adeline  Holmes  of  Barnesville,  Georgia.  The  elder  Mr.  Nutting 
died  in  Atlanta  in  1891  and  his  wife  in  1872.  Willard  Holmes  Nutting  was  con¬ 
nected  with  one  of  the  banks  in  Atlanta  when  he  was  a  young  man,  but  later  he 
and  his  brother  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business  in  Atlanta. 
The  Nutting  family  consists  of  the  following  children  and  grandchildren: 

A.  Marion  Nutting,  born  November  18,  I887.  She  was  graduated  at  Washington 
Seminary  in  Atlanta.  She  married  first,  'William  Dennis  Meehan  of  Colum¬ 
bia,  S.  C.,  who  was  born  in  1880  and  died  in  1918.  An  infant  son, 

1.  Willard  Nutting  Meehan  was  born  to  them,  at  Asheville,  N.  C.,  but 
lived  only  a  few  days. 

Marion  Nutting  Meehan  married  second,  Major  Samuel  Milby  Harrington, 

U.  S.  M.  C ,,  He  was  born  in  1882  at  the  Naval  Acadeny,  Annapolis,  Md. 
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and  he  was  the  son  of  Rear  Admiral  Purnell  Frederick  Harrington,  U,  S.  N. 
and  his  rife  Mia  Nelthrop  Ruan,  who  was  born  at  St,  Croix,  Virgin  islands. 
General  Harrington  died  at  Annapolis,  Hd,  in  191*8#  Marion  now  lives  in 
Alexandria,  Virginia.  She  and  General  Harrington  had  two  children: 

1,  Samuel  Ililby  Harrington,  Jr.,  born  December  28,  1925  at  Fort 

Benning,  Georgia.  He  is  unmarried  and  lives  in  Washington,  D,  C, 

2#  Margaret  Millard  Harrington,  born  January  27*  1931*  She  is  an 
artist  and  lives  in  Alexandria  with  her  mother, 

B,  Margaret  Willard  Hutting,  born  August  18,  1889  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  She 
has  recently  retired  from  a  business  career,  and  lives  in  Atlanta  with 
her  aunt,  Miss  Eppie  Nutting,  Margaret  went  to  Smith  College  for  a 
while  but  completed  her  education  with  lessons  in  French  and  German  and 
many  courses  at  Emory  University.  Her  activities  are  many,  and  she  is 
greatly  interested  in  travel  and  gardening, 

VI.  Marion  Cooper  Wallace,  born  at  Athens,  Georgia  on  September  16,  1865;  died 
October  2i|,  19hh*  She  married  on  May  12,  1891  Logan  Bleckley,  born  July  30, 

1865  at  Washington,  Georgia,  He  was  the  son  of  .Edwin  Logan^Bleckley,  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  jurist  who  served  many  years  as  Chief  Justice  of  Georgia  Supreme 
Court,  and  his  wife  Caroline  Haralson,  Caroline  Haralson's  sister  married 
General  John  B,  Gordon,  The  following  are  the  children  of  Marion  Wallace 
and  Logan  Bleckley,  who  also  as  his  father,  was  an  attorney  and  was  for  many 
years  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  of  Georgia: 

A.  Logan  Bleckly,  Jr,  ) 

)  Twins,  born  July  15,  1892  in  Atlanta 

B.  Katherine  Caroline  Bleckley) 

Logan  Bleckley,  Jr,  is' an  engineer  and  lives  in  Atlanta,  He  was  graduated 
from  Georgia  Tech  in  1912  at  the  age  of  19,  the  youngest  member  in  his 
graduating  class.  On  December  12,  1922  he  was  married  to  Anne  Fleming 
Donalson,  who  is  the  daughter  of  James  Donalson  of  Donalsonville,  Ga, 
and  his  wife  Sarah  Rowland  of  Savannah,  Georgia,  They  have  one  son: 

1.  Logan  Bleckley  III,  born  Sopt ember  6,  1921*.  He  obtained  a 

Bachelor  of  Fine  Arts  degree  and  then  studied  for  two  years  at 
the  Art  Students'  League  in  New  York  City.  He  is  an  artist,  is 
unmarried  and  lives  in  Atlanta. 

Katherine  Caroline  Bleckley  was  educated  at  several  American  Universities 
and  has  also  studied  at  Oxford  University  and  Cambridge  University  in 
England.  Mer  entire  career  has  been  spent  with  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Georgia,  and  since  193U  sho  has  been  Clerk  of  this  court ;  her  career 
in  judicial  circles  has  added  lustre  to  the  Bleckley  family  name,  which 
has  so  long  stood  for  excellence  in  matters  judicial, 

VII.  Anne  Wallace,  born  October  25,  1866,  As  a  young  lady  she  vras  identified  v/ith 
one  of  the  libraries  of  Atlanta,  and  now  one  of  the  Atlanta  libraries  bears  her 
name.  She  married  in  February,  1903  Max  Franklin  Howland  of  Massachusetts# 

Mr, 'Howland  died  in  New  York  in  192}.  Mrs.  Howland  is  now  nearing  90  years  of 
age,  and  has  been  in  poor  health  lately.  She  lives  mth  her  son  in  San  Francis¬ 
co,  California,  who  is  the  only  child  of  Anne  Wallace  and  Max  Franlin  Howland: 

A,  Wallace' Howland,  born  in  January,  1909.  He  married  Maxine  Taft  of 
Oakland,  California,  They  were  no  children  of  this  marriage. 
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VIII.  Alexander  Wallace,  born  in  1868;  died  in  infancy, 

IX.  Alexander  Waddell  Wallace,  born  in  1870  and  died  at  Decatur,  Georgia  in 
19U2.  He  was  married  in  about  1908  to  Dora  Napier  of  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
Although  now  living,  Mrs,  Dora  N.  Wallace  is  in  extremely  poor  health, 
were  no  children  of  this  marriage. 
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